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Path slabs 
could be 
replaced 
to cut risk 

SLABS used to pave foot¬ 
paths across Sandwell could 
be torn up and replaced by 
tarmacadam to cut repair 
costs and minimise the risk 
of accident claims. 

Sandwell Council is study¬ 
ing the feasibility of intro¬ 
ducing the change across the 
borough after concerns over 
maintenance procedures 
were made by councillors. 

Members said slabs be¬ 
came worn and damaged 
quickly with some lifting up 
making the paths uneven 
and creating an increased 
risk of tripping pedestrians. 

They said the situation 
opened up the risk of claims 
being made against the 
authority alongside regular 
maintenance costs for repair 
and replacement of the 
slabs. 

Wednesbury councillor 
Geoffrey Lewis said the 
issue had first been raised by 
the town’s scrutiny panel 
but was an issue which 
affected the whole borough. 

He said the suggestion 
had been put forward to 
replace footpath slabs across 
the entire area with tarma¬ 
cadam to solve the issues. 

“We had a situation in 
Wednesbury where slabs 
along a footpath were 
removed and tarmacadam 
laid in its place,” he said. 

“It seemed to solve all of 
the issues which first 
prompted the idea of looking 
at this across the entire 
borough.” 

Drop seen in 
metal theft 

METAL thefts from council 
properties in Sandwell are 
down 65 per cent in the past 
year compared to the same 
period the previous year. 

Meanwhile, burglaries, 
robberies and thefts from 
empty properties have also 
seen sharp drops. Sandwell 
Homes, which manages the 
borough’s 29,000 council 
properties, and borough 
police, has won a national 
award in recognition of their 
fight against crime, disorder 
and anti-social behaviour. 

They won the Social Land¬ 
lords and Crime and Nui¬ 
sance Group’s annual Team 
of the Year category 


Council will axe jobs in social care as cuts bite 

SANDWELL Council has had to whereas the 2013/2014 financial funds will drop from £6.2m to cuts and we are having to restruc- most vulnerable people in our corn- 

slash its budget by an extra £9 year will see it drop to £231.596m. £5.2min2015. ture to take these cuts. We can no munity. These changes mean we 

million compared to last year due The council has started to set Jobs at all levels will go and serv- longer just reduce our spending by are going to have to rely more on 

to ongoing government cuts. Over out its budgets for the next three ices stripped with the restructing making small changes anymore, the voluntary sector and people’s 

the next three years, the budget years. of the adult social care depart- we are having to make a big change goodwill. 

will reduce by a total of £28m. The adult social care budget will ment. Exactly what is going or how to meet this huge reduction in our “We of course need to still help 

The full extent of the impact was shrink from £93.3m in 2013 to many posts will be lost will not be budget. those who are most at need, but 

revealed in the authority’s latest £83.lm in 2015, the children’s revealed until the cuts are con- “What we have to make sure is what it does mean is that some of 

financial report. The total funding budget is expected to drop from firmed tomorrow (Fri). that these cuts don’t just result in those services which help people 

it received from the Government £68.2m in 2013 to £57.7m in 2015 Social care chief Councillor Ann an OK service, we still want to be who don’t need quite as much help 

in 2012/2013 was £240.447m, and the homes and communities Jaron said: “We are facing massive providing a good service to the may need to go.” 


RAID JEWELLER’S 
GOLDEN SUPPORT 


Karl’s marathon challenge over 


£ 

Karl Hinett shows off his medal after completing his 100th marathon in two years 

A HERO soldier who was badly burned five months when the attack happened. His 
during a rescue mission while serving in regiment had been taking part in a rescue 
Iraq has completed a fundraising challenge operation to free two British soldiers cap- 
to run 100 marathons in two years. tured and held in Basra. His burns were so 

Karl Hinett, from Tipton, celebrated as he bad he had to learn to walk again, 
crossed the finish line of his final 26-mile Karl said completing the challenge, on 
run, which took place in Liverpool. New Year’s Eve, felt like the “end of an era”. 

His challenge started in Switzerland on HesaidonhisFacebookpage: “The past two 
New Year’s Day 2010 and has raised thou- years have been painful and long, but it was 
sands of pounds for Birmingham’s Queen all worth it for the QEHB Charity.” 
Elizabeth Hospital where he was treated. His efforts have raised more than £13,000 
The 24-year-old suffered severe burns to for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birming- 
his hands, legs, arms and face when an ham Charity. He has run marathons across 
armoured vehicle in which he was travelling 26 countries as part of the challenge, includ- 
was bombed in 2005. He had been in Iraq for ing one through the Amazon Jungle. 



by Lee Watton 


A JEWELLER has thanked the community for its over¬ 
whelming support after he was hit over the head with a 
sledgehammer when he confronted masked robbers who 
smashed their way into his Smethwick shop. 

Men wearing balaclavas battered their way through the front security 
door at Davand Jewellery in Bearwood Road, using a sledgehammer . 


Glass counters were smashed and 17 
trays of gold jewellery, worth tens of 
thousands of pounds, was taken in the 
raid at the beginning of December. 

Store owner David Nicholls said residents 
and businesses from the community had 
been “absolutely golden” in the aftermath of 
the robbery. 

He and his wife, Linda, received 40 
bunches of flowers in the days following the 
raid from concerned residents. 

Customers also dropped in to see the 
couple with boxes of chocolates and also pur¬ 
chased items to help the couple get back on 
their feet following the raid. 

Business leaders from the town have also 
visited the shop to offer their support over 
the festive period. 

A new security door and reinforced coun¬ 
ters have now been installed at the store 
costing thousands of pounds to put in place. 

Mr Nicholls, who was hit on the head with 
the sledgehammer when he confronted the 
robbers, said he and his wife had been 
“blown away” by the support received. 

“One lady gave us an envelope which we 
thought contained a Christmas card,” he 
said. 

“She left the shop quite quickly and when 
we opened the envelope later there was £50 
inside.” 

“I tried to track her down as we could not 
accept such a gift but was unable to. We plan 



Jeweller David Nicholls in his shop after 
masked raiders stripped the cabinets 


to give the money to charity. This just shows 
the level of support we have received from 
both residents and businesses in the com¬ 
munity. 

“We have always lived by the motto that 
some good comes from every situation and 
that has certainly been the case here. 

“People have been coming in and asking 
us how we are doing. It has been wonder¬ 
ful,” he said. 

No arrests have been made over the raid. 


Humbled 
Kim tells 
of tears 
at honour 



Kim Douglas - BEM 


A SANDWELL woman has 
been awarded the British 
Empire Medal for services to 
people with asthma in the 
Queen’s New Year Honours 
list. 

Kim Douglas, aged 50, 
from Great Barr, set up the 
George Coller Memorial 
Fund charity after her son 
George Coller died from 
asthma at three-and-a-half. 

It was set up in 1999 and 
launched in 2000. 

The aim of the charity is to 
raise awareness about 
asthma and to improve 
healthcare for children suf¬ 
fering with the condition. 

Miss Douglas, who is 
mother to Hollie, 26, son 
Henry, 15 and grandmother 
to 16-month-old Dylan, said: 
“I think it is a huge honour, 
a tribute to anyone that has 
ever supported us. 

“I am very humbled about 
it, on a personal level when I 
got the letter and it said 
George Coller, services to 
asthma, it made me cry - he 
didn’t get the opportunity to 
achieve anything in his little 
life, but he has now.” 

Probe into 
town smell 

A FOUL smell is plaguing 
streets around Wednesbury, 
sparking complaints from 
residents. 

Sandwell Council envi¬ 
ronmental health officers 
are carrying out tests 
around the town centre to 
pinpoint the source so action 
can be taken but have so far 
been unsuccessful in deter¬ 
mining the cause. 

The smell was first repor¬ 
ted around the Darby Road 
area but had since spread to 
other streets in the area and 
was steadily growing worse. 

An update is expected 
early in the New Year. 
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Bronze Kristian vaults his way to duchess duties 



Kristian with the Duchess of Cambridge 
during the men’s pommel horse final 


KRISTIAN Thomas was Wolverhampton’s 
biggest success story at the Olympics after 
his stunning bronze medal win. 

The Wednesfield gymnast was part of the 
Team GB squad who claimed the first men’s 
team gymnastic medal in 100 years at 
London 2012. His final high bar and floor 
routine at the North Greenwich Arena 
secured bronze for the team - after they 
were briefly elevated to silver in an after¬ 
noon of drama. 

Only Japan’s successful appeal, which left 
them in second place, denied Team GB an 


even better result - but Thomas, who trains 
at the Earls Gymnastics Club, Halesowen, 
admits he couldn’t believe his success. 

“I keep looking down at the medal and I’m 
amazed,” said the 23-year-old. 

“There was a lot of pressure on that 
routine. I was very confident I could go 
through it successfully. 

“We’ve put in all the hard work and it was 
a matter of controlling the nerves and 
letting the body take over.” 

He finished seventh in the all-round event 
and eighth in the vault final as the Team GB 


gymnasts collected the team bronze. And 
Thomas believes British Gymnastics, which 
is based at Lilleshall, is about to explode 
after their achievements. 

“It’s been pretty surreal,” said Kristian, 
who found himself sitting next the the 
Duchess of Cambridge discussing the finer 
points of the pommel event. 

“The aim from British Gymnastics was to 
come away with one medal but to get a team 
medal and three other individual medals 
has been fantastic. Let’s hope it’s a new 
era.” 


Our golden girl 


Ellie Simmonds’ smile 
sums up the success of 
London 2012. The 
Chronicle looks back at 
our local athletes’ tri¬ 
umphs and despairs 

AT just 13, Ellie Simmonds 
had already etched her 
legacy into the Para¬ 
lympics. 

Now, after London 2012 she is the 
nation’s sweetheart. So much so 
that she was one of the 12 athletes 
nominated for the BBC’s Sports 
Personality of the Year. 

The expectation and pressure 
heaped on the Walsall swimming 
sensation after her gold rush four 
years ago was immense. 

Boldmere Swimming Club star 
Simmonds was one of the faces of 
the London Paralympic Games at 
the age of 17 as the nation waited for 
her to deliver the golds they, and 
she, craved. 

And she did it in style with two 
golds, plus a silver and a bronze to 
justify her billing as one of the great¬ 
est Paralympic swimmers of the 
modern era. 

She smashed her own world 
record by five seconds in the 400m - 
clocking 5:19.17s - and her Games- 
long battle with American teenager 
Victoria Arlen was one of the stories 
of the Paralympics. 

Simmonds has dominated since 
winning double gold in Beijing, 
taking 15 consecutive major cham¬ 
pionship titles, including 10 world 
golds, in the last three years. 

But she admitted, especially in the 
400m, to feeling the heat from the 
home crowd. 

“I felt like I had a lot of pressure 
on me,” said Simmonds, who won 



100m and 400m freestyle S6 in 
Beijing in 2008. It means so much to 
win a gold at your home Paralympics 
and the pressure was quite hard to 
deal with. 

“The crowd were amazing, they 
got me to that wall first. People 
expected me to get gold, which was 
not the case with Victoria on the 
scene. 

“It was a five-second personal best 
and I knew it would be so tough 
leading into it with Victoria being in 
such good form. 

“The last 50m hurt, it just killed 
me, and I was so pleased to touch, I 
knew I had no regrets and I am so 


pleased. I knew my race plan and it 
was to stick with Victoria for the 
first 200m and then kick my legs for 
the last 200m and just go for it. The 
last 50m I literally gave it every¬ 
thing; when I touched, I had no 
energy left. It was a tough race, one 
of the toughest races of my life.” 

Simmonds’ biggest concern pre- 
Games was that she would cry again 
in her post-race interviews, the 
teenager admitting she still can’t 
watch her Beijing performances 
because her emotions embarrass 
her. 

It was one target she didn’t 
achieve as the waterworks flowed 


after her victories - and her bronze 
in the 50m. 

It was her fourth strongest event 
and Simmonds was ranked fourth 
going into the final but produced a 
fine swim to claim third. Outsiders 
may think that a failure, but Sim¬ 
monds admitted her shock at even 
making the podium. 

“That was a massive surprise. 
This is my fourth event and I was 
going into the final fourth so I didn’t 
expect that,” she said. 

“I was hoping to go for a personal 
best and see what happened and so 
to get a bronze, I will definitely take 
that.” 


Bulldog Pollock 

NO-ONE epitomises the British bulldog spirit 
more than wheelchair basketball player Jon 
Pollock but, as he battled through the pain 
barrier, the USA added insult to injury by 
denying Great Britain a third consecutive Para¬ 
lympic bronze. The 35-year-old Wolverhampton 
Rhinos star was forced to undergo a pain-killing 
injection in his arm for Great Britain’s last six 
matches but despite his tenacity, he ended his 
fourth Paralympic Games empty-handed. 


Clarke challenge 

DARREN Harris has been challenged to lead Great 
Britain’s five-a-side football team to the medal 
mix-up at Rio 2016 by retiring legend Dave Clarke 
after the host nation finished their London 2012 
campaign on a high. At 39 and with more than 100 
caps to his name, the Wolverhampton ace is among 
the senior members of the Great Britain team 
which ended London 2012 with a first win of the 
competition to finish in seventh place compared to 
coming fifth at Beijing 2008. 


Time for studies 

JAMES FAIR has dismissed thoughts on Rio 
2016 - and admitted he will concentrate on his 
studies first. The hockey goalkeeper from 
Cannock has started teacher training after 
Team GB’s disappointing Olympics. They suf¬ 
fered a nightmare semi-final losing 9-2 to 
Holland and were beaten by Australia in the 
bronze medal match. It was a crushing blow for 
a squad with realistic hopes of gold and Fair 
admits he has some thinking to do. 


Tears then 
cheers for 
Jordanne 

IT was a case of tears to 
cheers for Halesowen’s Jor¬ 
danne Whiley after she 
bounced back from semi¬ 
final heartbreak to claim 
wheelchair tennis doubles 
bronze at the Paralympic 
Games. 

Whiley and partner Lucy 
Shuker were left incon¬ 
solable after seeing their 
gold medal dreams ended by 
Dutch pair Aniek van Koot 
and Jiske Griffioen. 

After picking themselves 
up Whiley and Shuker 
sought the consolation of a 
bronze medal against a pair 
from Thailand. Despite 
losing the first set and slip¬ 
ping to a 3-0 deficit and 
match point in the second, 
they battled back to win. 

Whiley said afterwards: 
“It was such hard work and 
it’s such a relief.” 

I'll be back, 
says varnish 

JESS Varnish vowed to 
battle back from her 
Olympic heartbreak as she 
sets her sights on Rio. The 
21-year-old from Broms- 
grove suffered a nightmare 
after sheand team sprint 
partner Victoria Pendleton 
were demoted from the final. 

They were guaranteed 
silver but disqualified after 
Pendleton passed Varnish, a 
member of Halesowen 
Cycling Club, too early on 
the final lap. But Varnish 
insisted her Velodrome frus¬ 
tration on her Olympic 
debut will not break her. “It 
makes me feel sick thinking 
about it but I’m going to get 
over it,” she said. 

Great Scott! 

HALESOWEN’S Helen 
Scott has committed her 
future to racing for Para¬ 
lympic gold with Aileen 
McGlynn in Rio. Scott, the 
sighted pilot to tandem rider 
McGlynn, claimed bronze in 
the tandem pursuit after 
winning silver with 
McGlynn in the 1km time 
trial and wants to complete 
the set in four years. 
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NEWS 


Buggies 
on cards 
to tackle 
dog mess 

SPECIAL quad bike 
machines to tackle dog mess 
could be introduced to the 
streets of Sandwell as early 
as April, the borough’s 
neighbourhood boss says. 

Councillor Ian Jones said 
council representatives 
were to meet with bosses at 
Serco, the company which is 
responsible for waste collec¬ 
tions in the borough, in 
January 

They will discuss plans to 
bid for four machines 
known as Faeces Intake Dis¬ 
posal Operation vehicles, or 
FIDOs for short. 

The 4x4 buggies can be 
used off-road and suck up 
dog mess as they go along. 

“The plan is to bid for 
four, and if it’s all agreed we 
could get them as early as 
April,” Councillor Jones 
said. 

“Hopefully this meeting 
will be just a formality 
because we want these 
machines. 

“We hope they will be a 
huge step forward in reduc¬ 
ing dog mess in the 
borough.” 

It is understood the 
machines cost £35,000 each. 

Other cities have tried 
similar approaches to clean¬ 
ing up dog mess. Different 
versions of the machines 
have already been intro¬ 
duced in Derby, Nottingham 
and Islington. 

Charity is 
in need of 
party help 

A CHARITY in the Black 
Country needs help to find a 
venue for its annual party. 

Sandwell Mind’s service- 
user group People in Mind, 
has been unable to find a 
venue for a party for hun¬ 
dreds of service users. 

People in Mind represents 
Sandwell Mind’s 700-plus 
service users and gives them 
the voice in how the charity 
is run. 

The party is the social 
highlight of the year for the 
service users, as it is the only 
time they can meet other 
members in a safe setting. 

The prospects of it going 
ahead are diminishing 
unless a suitable venue can 
be found. All possible venues 
have so far been deemed 
unsuitable due to size, cost 
and lack of suitable disabled 
access. To help call Kirstie 
Barnes on 0121 565 5605. 


Man plummets 15ft down drain shaft 



Paramedics tend to the injured man 


A MAN had to be rescued after falling 15ft 
down a manhole in West Bromwich. 

He was walking down Dudley Street, 
near George Salter Academy, when he 
slipped down the shaft. 

Residents living nearby said the man, 
who was in his 30s, spent an hour under¬ 
ground. 

Members of the Hazardous Area 
Response Team used ropes and specialist 
lifting equipment to help the man out of 
the hole. 

He was treated at the scene for back 
pain before being taken to Sandwell 


General Hospital. The open manhole was 
cordoned off by workers from Sandwell 
Council. 

One resident said he believed the metal 
cover could have been stolen. 

Simon Jones, aged 32, who was return¬ 
ing home from a nearby petrol station, wit¬ 
nessed the rescue. 

“I wondered what was going on when I 
saw everyone crowding around the 
manhole and then I saw they were trying 
to get someone out. 

“He was down there more than an hour 
I was told. He probably couldn’t see it was 


open in the dark. I imagine the cover had 
been stolen.” 

Ambulance crews were called to the 
scene at around 9.50pm on Sunday night. 

Spokeswoman Suzie Fothergill said: 
“On arrival at the scene crews found a man 
who had fallen into a manhole. 

“Using specialist equipment the man 
was extricated from the hole and was 
treated at the scene for back pain. 

“The man, believed to be in his 30s, was 
fully immobilised before being conveyed to 
Sandwell General Hospital for further 
assessment and treatment.” 


Devastated family get a 
new home for Christmas 


road 


A WEDNESBURY family who lost everything when a devas¬ 
tating fire destroyed their house had a new home in time to 
save their Christmas. 

Toni Harris, her partner Matt Gregory and their sons Ryan Harris, aged 
six, and 18-month-old Jack Gregory, lost everything in the blaze that ripped 
through their home on Saturday, November 23. But the family were able to 
move to a new property in Remembrance Road just in time for the big day, 
thanks to the fast work of Sandwell Homes. 

Miss Harris, 25, had just put some clothes in the tumble dryer at her Car¬ 
rington Road home when it burst into flames. She said: “It was terrifying. 

Luckily the children were in the 
living room, and my first thought 
was them. 

“I just grabbed them and got out. 
It just all happened so fast, I just did 
what I needed to do to make sure the 
children were safe.” 

The fire destroyed the ground 
floor, and caused extensive smoke 
damage upstairs. 

Miss Harris said she was devas¬ 
tated to have lost so many personal 
items, including her children’s hos¬ 
pital tags from when they were born, 
and family photos. 

The young mother, who has 
recently completed a degree in child¬ 
hood and family studies at Wolver¬ 
hampton University, and Mr 
Gregory, 26, a carer, said that after 
the fire they tried to keep things as 
normal as they could for their chil¬ 
dren. 

Worried 

She said: “It was hard, particu¬ 
larly for Ryan, because he under¬ 
stood what had happened and had 
lost his toys.” 

The couple were convinced they 
would not have a home for Christ¬ 
mas, but thanks to council chiefs, 
they moved into their new three- 
bedroom home just days before. 

She said: “We were so worried we 
would be far away from family and 
friends, but being here, we are so 
close to them. 

“And it is a lovely house, with a 
garden, so we are very pleased. We 
are very grateful to Sandwell Council 
for sorting it out so fast. “ 

Sandwell Council’s housing boss 
Councillor Simon Hackett said: “I 
am delighted that the family were 
settled in so quickly and that they 
were comfortable in a new home for 
Christmas.” 


Decision on 
access 
is slammed 
as madness 

SMETHWICK councillor Bob Piper 
has described a planning decision as 
“madness”. 

He said allowing an entrance to a 
development at the Hagley Road- 
Anderson Road junction was “incred¬ 
ible beyond belief”. 

Sandwell Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee approved plans for apart¬ 
ments and a restaurant on the site of 
the New Talbot pub. The committee 
accepted a recommendation to allow 
the entrance to the development in 
Anderson Road near the junction of 
Hagley Road. 

Highways officers from Sandwell 
and Birmingham said an entrance in 
Hagley Road was dangerous. But 
Councillor Piper said: “I find this 
advice to be incredible beyond belief. 

“Every development between Five 
Ways and the Kings Head has an 
entrance on to the Hagley Road, but 
for this development we are told that 
it is dangerous. 

“Instead they are advising putting 
an entrance on what officers have 
already said is a dangerous junction - 
so dangerous they wouldn’t even 
allow an advertising hoarding. It is 
complete madness.” 



Toni, Matt and Ryan with Kelly Morris of Sandwell Homes and Councillor Simon Hackett 


NEWS 

in brief 


Video art show 
due at museum 

WORK by a top artist will 
go on show at Wednesbury 
Museum and Art Gallery 
in the summer as part of a 
national scheme. 

The venue is one of 17 in 
the UK to host exhibitions 
as part of the Artist Rooms 
on Tour. It will include 
pieces by video artist Bill 
Viola, whose show will be 
at the museum from July 
25 to December 1. 

Works include items 
from the Tate and 
National Galleries of Scot¬ 
land. Sandwell’s lesiure 
chief, Councillor Linda 
Horton said: “This is a real 
coup for Sandwell.” 

Hospital delays 
are criticised 

SANDWELL Council 
leader Darren Cooper has 
criticised the Government 
for taking so long to 
approve a £370m super 
hospital in Smethwick. 

The Chancellor George 
Osborne confirmed in his 
autumn statement that 
the hospital would be built 
but Councillor Cooper 
said the move had a 
“bitter-sweet taste.” 

He said: “Why has it 
taken so long for the 
Chancellor to give the 
scheme the go-ahead?” 

Arrest in police 
drug operation 

A 32-year-old man was 
arrested on suspicion of 
intent to supply drugs 
when he was stopped in 
West Bromwich High 
Street with 16 bags of 
cannabis. 

Officers used sniffer 
dogs in the street to target 
potential dealers as part of 
a drugs crackdown. 

The cannabis was seized 
and has been sent for 
analysis, Insp Akeel Najib 
said. 

Inquest open on 
churchyard man 

AN inquest has been 
opened and adjourned on 
a 41-year-old man found 
at a churchyard in Bear¬ 
wood. 

Barry John Pemberton, 
of Lights wood Road, Bear¬ 
wood, was discovered at St 
Mary’s Church on Decem¬ 
ber 13, Smethwick Coro¬ 
ners Court heard. 

Land sale likely 

SANDWELL council 
chiefs will sell off more 
land to save money. The 
land at Tunnel Road and 
Coppice Street, West 
Bromwich, will be sold if 
plans are approved. The 
Tunnel Road site has five 
plots, Coppice Street 10. 
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have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £75.00 plus V/ 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

:torney, 
iansliip 

Members of the Society^Jiill Wilters 

Goo4^illsWtd 

wwm.|^a4 wfl 


Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorn#y, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 


BARGAIN BLINDS 
& CURTAINS 


m 



7 Vertical 
Blinds From 
only £199 
All Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

[Free Rhone 0800 0347 ill 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 



Fully fitted inc luding Ti ling/ Electrics and Plumbing 

NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON 



10 REASONS TO HAVE AN DEBL HOfnECBIE BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 


, or complete the whole project, including tiling, 
building, plastering and even decorating 


O Family business established over 20 years Q We can supply only, 

Q Vast majority of work comes from recommendations electrics, plumbing, b 

J FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements O All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose Q Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you O NICEIC Registered electricians 

© Quality products at realistic prices 


l 


0 We project manage from start to finish 

■ The home improvement specialists 

iQE3L HOnHEGdlTE 

Established over 21 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


| Open: 10.00 am-4.00pm | Closed Wednesday & Sunday 
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WORST Christmas shock. Waking up and discov¬ 
ering you agree with Piers Morgan. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I ONCE visited a school with its own armed guard, as 
suggested by America’s National Rifle Association 
(and rightly condemned as idiotic by Morgan). The 
guard was a jovial, slightly overweight soldier sitting in 
the sunshine outside the head’s study in the town of 
Kiryat Shmona in northern Israel, with his Armalite 
assault rifle on his knees. The NRA says all schools 
should have a guard like this to prevent more school 
massacres. The snag, of course, is that the psy¬ 
chopath preparing to slaughter children knows exactly 
what is about to happen but the guard does not. In 
order to kill the children, the gunman would first shoot 
the guard. No problem. 

□□□□□□□□ 

A PUZZLE from the sales. Why is it the average till 
operator can hold on to the winter snuffles for ages 
and then cough or sneeze straight into a handful of 
your change? 

□□□□□□□□ 

SIMPLE, isn’t it? All you have to do to establish what 
happened by the main gate to Downing Street is to play 
the silent CCTV footage of “Plebgate” and try to speak 
the dialogue between officers and Andrew Mitchell, as 
reported in the official police log. Paul Merton and 
Daniel Radcliffe performed it as a playlet on Have I Got 
News For You (BBC1) and there seemed to be far too 
many words to fit the time available. David Cameron 
has had access to the police log and the tape for three 
months. Did he try making the words fit? If not, why 
not? 

□□□□□□□□ 

BEST party-cracker joke: “I wanted to train as a 
masseur but they said I’d have to start at the 
bottom.” 

□□□□□□□□ 

A READER reports that, quite out of the blue, his wife 
has been bombarded with begging letters from half a 
dozen charities. He handles the household bills and 
correspondence and she never uses the internet. So 
how have these charities, who have never bothered his 
wife before, suddenly become aware of her existence? 
All he can suggest is that his wife has recently started 
drawing her state pension. Surely someone at the 
Department of Work and Pensions cannot be supply¬ 
ing details to charities? I wouldn’t be in the least sur¬ 
prised. Would you? 

□□□□□□□□ 

THE BBC may have millions of pounds to shower 
on its bosses and senior managers but, at the 
bottom of the pile, BBC local radio is strapped for 
cash. From January 7, instead of getting a local 
programme, all 39 BBC local-radio stations in 
England and the Channel Islands will get the same 
three-hour programme. The job of spinning bad 
news into good news falls to David Holdsworth, the 
BBC’s Controller, English Regions who says : 
“Expect a mix of great story telling, focussing on 
people and places, and debates on the issues that 
really matter to local communities, wherever they 
are.” Or to put it another way, expect lots of listen¬ 
ers to switch off. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I REFERRED recently to the Queen saving string and 
wrapping paper at Christmas for the next year’s pres¬ 
ents. A thought occurred to me as Her Majesty posed 
for the picture a few days ago with David Cameron’s 
Cabinet. Wouldn’t our economy be in better shape if it 
were in the hands of the 86-year-old lady who saves 
string, rather than anyone else in the photograph? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



Bitter bremerv memory 



Joseph Paskin 
Simpkiss 



An aerial view of the Simpkiss brewery in Brierley Hill - it was 
demolished shortly after the Greenall Whitley takeover 


The former Foley Arms, Brierley Hill - 
now the New Wellington 


Author Chris Arnot - 
regular visits 


A new book on Britain s lost 
breweries charts some 
famous names from the West 
Midlands. MARK ANDREWS 
talks to the author 

IT SEEMS incredible to think that 
anybody would pay nearly £2 
million for a brewery and then 
pour its beer down the drain. 

And it certainly turned out not to be a 
particularly wise move by Greenall Whitley, 
when it bought Brierley Hill’s much-loved J 
P Simpkiss brewery, in 1985. 

“It’s scandalous really, I don’t know why 
they would have bought it,” says Chris 
Arnot, the author of Britain’s Lost Brew¬ 
eries and Beers. 

Greenall Whitley was a large regional 
brewer in the north-west of England, which 
decided the best way to boost its market 
share was to buy up the smaller, local 
brewers. And close them down. 

The reaction from Black Country 
drinkers was hostile to say the least. Mary 
Arnett, who ran The Castle, Lye, recalls 
how the pub had been doing a healthy 
lunchtime trade before the takeover. 

“But the regulars didn’t like the new 
beers at all, they liked Simpkiss Bitter in 
particular,” she says. “We lost a lot of trade. 

“We stuck it out for another 10 months, 
and then took early retirement. There was a 
rapid turnover of licensees after that, until 
the pub closed and they pulled it down.” 

The demise of the Simpkiss brewery, 
which was demolished shortly after the 
Greenall takeover, is one of 30 featured in 
Arnot’s book. 

Best 

Birmingham-born Arnot is well familiar 
with the Black Country’s famous beers, 
describing how he would regularly visit the 
region with his father-in-law during the 
1970s to sample the likes of Batham’s, 
Holden’s and Simpkiss. 

“For me Batham’s is still the best, I can’t 
think of a better beer than Batham’s,” he 
says, referring to the brewery which still 
continues to thrive from its base in Brierley 
Hill. 

During the course of writing the book, 
Arnot spoke to a number of former Simpkiss 
employees, who each have a fascinating tale 
to tell about their time at the Dennis 
Brewery behind the Foley Arms - now the 
New Wellington - pub in Brettell Lane. 

Former drayman Tony Dutton recalls the 
occasion he had to take brewery owner 
Dennis Simpkiss’s son Jonathan with him, 
and was warned by Simpkiss senior that 
under no circumstances should he allow his 
sports-car loving son to get behind the wheel 


of the lorry. But probably the most enter¬ 
taining story comes from former mainte¬ 
nance man Dennis Hale, who recalled the 
potency of the brewery’s famous Old Ale. 

“I remember three gas men working 
outside the Foley Arms one day and coming 
in at lunchtime to sample the Old,” he tells 
Arnot. 

“They had three pints each. But when it 
was time to go back to work, one of them 
couldn’t stand up. He had to be carried out 
by his mates.” 

Mind you, that sounds pretty tame com¬ 
pared to the antics on the last day of Joule’s 
brewery at Stone, near Stafford, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1974. There, the employees marked the 
closure of their workplace by sinking a few 
pints of Royal Ale, not far off nine per cent 
in alcohol content, and then going for a swim 
in the fermenting vat. 

Joule’s laid claim to being Britain’s oldest 
brewery, although that is based on the fact 
that Augustinian monks had been brewing 
on the site in the 12th century, and had fin¬ 
ished long before Francis Joule came along 
in 1780. 

The monks would bless each barrel and 
mark it with a red cross, which would later 
become the trademark of the brewery. 

Francis’s son John became the first 
English brewer to export to New York - 
“American servicemen stationed in Stone 
and Market Drayton during World War Two 
were somewhat taken aback to find Joule’s 
beers over here,” says Arnot. “No doubt 
they complained it was served too warm.” 

Joule’s was another brewery to suffer 


after being taken over by a regional giant, 
having been bought by Bass-Charrington in 
1970, and numerous cost-cutting measures 
were introduced, from replacing flaked 
maize with wheat flour, and reducing the 
number of checks on the running heats of 
the fermentation vessels. 

“There had been complaints from publi¬ 
cans,” recalls brewery man Tony Heeley. 
“Customers had been saying that Joule’s 
didn’t taste as good as it once did.” 

Four years after the takeover, Bass 
decided to close the historic brewery, and 
transfer production to Burton-upon-Trent. 

The closure was not well-received by real 
ale buffs in the area, with members of the 
newly formed Campaign for Real Ale branch 
organising a mock funeral procession 
through the streets of Stone. Today a super¬ 
market occupies part of the old brewery site. 

Biggest 

But the biggest of all the Midland brew¬ 
eries featured in Arnot’s book is Mitchell’s 
& Butler’s, which in its prime had plants in 
Smethwick, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

The Wolverhampton plant, which pro¬ 
duced Springfield bitter, closed in 1991, and 
was later hit by a devastating fire, while the 
M&B headquarters in Cape Hill, Smeth¬ 
wick, closed in 2002. 

Arnot says that one common theme 
throughout his research was the fondness 
which many former brewery workers had 
for their workplaces. 

“They really loved their jobs, despite the 
fact that they were often doing really hard 
jobs, moving things around,” says Arnot, 


who is 63. 

“Part of that was down to the fact they 
had quite a fondness for beer, but I think it 
was also because the breweries looked after 
their workers, in terms of low-rent houses 
and sponsored sporting events, there was 
quite an esprit de corps. 

“The brewery owners were quite pater¬ 
nalistic, they were the last of their breed.” 

One of the interesting things that is 
evident from Arnot’s book is that while the 
breweries have long disappeared, many of 
the beers have survived - some of them 
being reintroduced by enterprising micro¬ 
breweries. 

The Simpkiss brand, for example, has 
been bought by Enville Ales, which produces 
the ale from its brewery just outside Stour¬ 
bridge, and Joule’s was relaunched by 
former Bass executive Steve Nuttall at 
Market Drayton in 2009, with the help of 
Heeley, who dug out the old recipe. You can 
still buy a pint of M&B too, although it is 
now produced by Brain’s Brewery in Burton 
upon Trent, while small independent 
brewers are now brewing at the Springfield 
and Highgate sites. 

And while it’s easy to feel nostalgic for the 
famous old breweries of the Midlands, Arnot 
says the choice and quality of today’s beers 
is probably better than it has ever been. 

“Today’s microbreweries use the finest 
ingredients, whereas that is something the 
old breweries weren’t always on top of. 
Today it’s a more discerning market com¬ 
pared to the old days, when they were simply 
brewing for the working man.” 


Affordable Windows & Doo* - 

UPVC GLAZED Windows Doors & Conserv- 



Top quality stylish 
uPVC windows, doors, 
conservatories, fascias and , 
guttering, professionally nmA 
and fitted at affordah 1 


IT DOOR & BACK DOOR PACKAGES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


wide range of doors to choose from call now 


YOU r 


Fordable choice for quality and value 

Contact Steven for your FREE QUOTATION 


Tel: 07710 434 223 /01902 566832 

www.affordablewindows.info 44a Hainge Road Tividale 



BAYLISS (GARAGES) Ltd 
VEHICLE REPAIRS 


4 MOT Testing for Bikes, Trikes and Cars 
4 All types of repairs and services 
4 Welding 
4 Diagnostics 


Sydney Road, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands 
Tel: 0121 429 4572 
Mobile: 07836 653707 
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Talks are 
to be held 
on move 
of school 

PLANS to move a secondary 
school to a campus almost 10 
miles away have moved a 
step closer, with talks now 
taking place over the propos¬ 
als. 

Stuart Bathurst Catholic 
High School, in Wood Green 
Road, Wednesbury, will 
move to the site of Oldbury 
Academy, in Moat Road, if 
the scheme is given the go- 
ahead. 

Sandwell’s education 
chief Councillor Bob 
Badham has given permis¬ 
sion for the council to enter 
into formal discussions with 
the Roman Catholic Arch¬ 
diocese of Birmingham over 
the move. 

Talks will continue into 
January. 

St Hubert’s RC Primary 
would also move from its 
current site, in Wolver¬ 
hampton Road, Wednesbury, 
as part of the scheme. 

The site in Moat Road was 
formerly home to Oldbury 
Grammar School, later 
known as Langley High 
School, which merged with 
Warley High School on a site 
in Pound Road to become 
Oldbury Academy. 

Due to a revamp at Pound 
Road, pupils will move on to 
one site in February, leaving 
the Moat Road site vacant. 

The Stuart Bathurst 
School buildings are in a ter¬ 
rible state, Councillor Bob 
Badham has said. 

Art group 
show on 
at centre 

A COMMUNITY art group 
that supports people recov¬ 
ering from mental illness is 
holding an exhibition at The 
Public in West Bromwich. 

Arts On was started by 
Sandwell Primary Care 
Trust but following its 
relaunch in April, it is 
attracting a mix of members 
with and without a history of 
mental health conditions. 

Sandwell PCT senior 
mental health promotion 
officer Sasha Gelpi said: 
“The group has become all- 
inclusive, actively contribut¬ 
ing towards decreasing the 
stigma surrounding mental 
health, reducing isolation, 
and improving mental 
health and wellbeing. 

“Members have gained a 
great deal of confidence, and 
we’d like to congratulate 
them and celebrate their 
achievements.” The exhibi¬ 
tion runs until Sunday. 


£30,000 of fake tobacco found in 


MORE than 74,000 contraband cigarettes 
and 32 kilograms of tobacco with a street 
value of around £30,000 have been seized as 
part of a trading standards crackdown. 

One shop was caught selling the illegal 
and non-duty paid tobacco with an esti¬ 
mated street value of more than £1,000 
during an operation which was carried out 
in Sandwell by Trading Standards, HMRC 
and the police. 

The tobacco in the West Bromwich shop 
included around 2,500 cigarettes and more 
than half a kilo of hand rolling tobacco. 

Analysis of counterfeit tobacco products 


has shown previously that they may contain 
highly dangerous ingredients such as 
cyanide, plastic, sand, insects and even rat 
droppings. 

In many cases the fake cigarettes have 
been found to contain higher levels of tar 
than genuine ones. 

Cabinet member for Neighbourhood 
Services Councillor Ian Jones said “All ciga¬ 
rettes and tobacco are harmful. 

“However people should be aware that 
fake tobacco is even more hazardous than 
the real thing because you can never be sure 
what you are smoking.” 


The seizures were made during joint oper¬ 
ations between trading standards, HMRC 
and the police during the Sandwell’s Safer 
Six Campaign last month. 

Trading standards manager Bob Charn- 
ley said: “Fake cigarettes are often half the 
price of legal ones. 

While most people believe they are getting 
a bargain, many do not realise the effect 
buying fake tobacco has on them and their 
community. 

“The sale of counterfeit goods is a serious 
criminal offence which carries a maximum 
penalty of 10 years imprisonment. 


crackdown 

“My officers will continue to do all they 
can to prevent illegal sales and stop crimi¬ 
nals gaining a competitive advantage at the 
expense of genuine hard working busi¬ 
nesses. 

“We urge anyone to report any sales of 
counterfeit goods by contacting our fakes 
hotline on 0845 894 1008. You can report 
anonymously if you wish.” 

The Safer Six campaign saw a number of 
partner organisations, including the 
council, the fire service and the police, 
joining forces to tackle crime and make the 
borough safer. 


Prompt verdict on fire-hit 
site is promised by bosses 


A DECISION on the future of a Black Country 
factory which burst into flames, severely 
damaging homes and cars, will be made 
soon, bosses have said. 

Homes had to be evacuated when flames took hold at the 
Alcohols Limited factory, in Crosswells Road, Langley, on 
November 26. The building was left gutted and no decision 
has yet been made on whether operations will continue at 
the site until the conclusion of all incident investigations. 

And bosses promised resi¬ 
dents in the area would be 
kept “fully apprised” of the 
situation. 

Spokesman for the firm 
Mark Marshall said the 
company was waiting for 
investigations, including the 
findings of the Health and 
Safety Executive, to be 
finalised. 

“Once this has been done 
a decision will be made on 
the future of the site,” he 
said. “We are expecting the 
HSE investigation to be 
complete by early in the New 
Year. 

“Insurance issues will also 
have to be looked at and then 
we will be in a position for a 
final decision on the site to 
be made. 

Damage 

“We are continuing to talk 
with residents affected by 
the fire.” 

He said loss adjustors 
employed by the firm had 
been in contact with resi¬ 
dents who had suffered 
damage to their properties. 

Affected families had to be 
evacuated from their homes. 

Now residents say while 
they are not against the gin 
distillery part of the busi¬ 
ness remaining they want 
the chemical distribution 
side of the firm to be moved. 

Managing director of the 
firm Adam Wallis said all 
options would be looked at 
and the final decision on the 
site would not be taken 
lightly. 


Big Mac 
boss is 
spat at 
by thug 

POLICE are investigating 
an attack on a McDonalds 
manager who was spat at 
and racially abused by a cus¬ 
tomer. 

The thug abused the 
manager at a drive-through 
window at Holyhead Road, 
West Bromwich, at 2.40am 
on December 2. 

He arrived as a passenger 
in a taxi and when he was 
told there would be a short 
wait for his food, he got out 
of the car, prised open the 
restaurant window and 
launched his assault. 

The 43-year-old victim 
said he was subjected to a 
torrent of racial abuse 
before being spat at. 

Officers have identified 
the taxi but not the passen¬ 
ger. 

Pc Adam Austin, of West 
Bromwich police station, 
said: “There is no excuse for 
this type of behaviour.” 

Anyone with information 
about the incident is asked 
to call Sandwell police on 
101 . 


Pupils pay tribute to tragic Aidan 



PUPILS at an Oldbury 
school donned red outfits in 
tribute to their classmate 
who died on the school 
playing fields. 

Tividale youngster Aidan 
Nisbett, aged 15, collapsed 
while playing football at 
Ormiston Sandwell Com¬ 
munity Academy on Novem¬ 
ber 16, and died later in 
hospital. 

His classmates donned 
red outfits to pay tribute to 
him, to raise funds for his 
funeral and fund a memorial 
to him which will be 
installed on the school 
grounds. 

They raised £909. 

Red was chosen as Aidan 
was an Arsenal fan and also 
due to the close proximity to 
Christmas. Peter Bishop, 
acting principal of the school 
in Lower City Road, said: 
“We wanted to contribute 
towards the funeral but also 
buy a bench or plant a tree in 
his memory. ” 



Peter Bishop with pupils, front from left, Sam Knott, Chris Horton, Brandon Gilbert, 
Ryan Ashcroft and Luke Porter wearing red in memory of Aidan 




Aidan Nisbett, 15, who 
collapsed playing football 


NEWS 

in brief 


Volunteers step 
up to help group 

A COMMUNITY help 
scheme in Smethwick has 
attracted more than 20 
volunteers. 

Soho Victoria Friends 
and Neighbours is 
working with local organi¬ 
sations and Sandwell 
Council to help residents 
live independently in their 
own homes. 

Twenty six community 
support volunteers have 
stepped forward to offer 
their services. 

For further details 
about the work of Soho 
Victoria Friends and 
Neighbours, contact Rohit 
Mistry on 021 569 7244. 

Sign language 
lessons online 

CHILDREN are being 
given the chance to learn 
sign language. 

Interactive online 
lesson Monkey Manor has 
been created by Digital 
Giving for the national 
deaf healthcare charity 
SignHealth. Youngsters 
can play games on the 
interactive website. 

SignHealth hopes chil¬ 
dren will use the site and 
their schools will sign up 
for the fundraising 
Sign2Sing event on Feb¬ 
ruary 6. 

Curtain call for 
drama society 

THE West Bromwich- 
based Charlemont Drama 
Society is looking for new 
members. 

The company will be 
presenting ‘Alio ‘Alio in 
May 2013. 

Rehearsals will take 
place in the New Year and 
the cast will gather from 
January 8 at Perryfields 
School in Hollyhedge 
Road on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

To join in, call Sylvia 
Hill on 0121 357 4169. 

Action urged 
on junction 

ACTION needs to be 
taken over a dangerous 
junction in Great Barr, it is 
claimed. Councillor Keith 
Linnecor is calling for 
speed calming at the junc¬ 
tion of Aldridge Road, 
Greenholm Road and 
Thornbridge Avenue and 
is to meet Birmingham 
City Council transport 
bosses next month. 

Lotte’s Brum date 

FOLK artist Lotte Mullan 
will perform at Birming¬ 
ham’s Glee Club on April 
26 as part of a tour. This is 
the singer/song-writer’s 
first solo tour. Tickets are 
on sale now. 
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JOIN FOR FREE* Start losing weight today 



“I went from a 
size 18 to a 10 

in 6 months!” 

Member Alison, 43. 


Classes re-open from 2nd January! 


BARTLEY GREEN 

Newman College, Genners Lane, 
Bartley Green, B32 3NT 
Tuesday 7:30 - 8:45 pm 

(Zumba® Fitness) 

HARBORNE 

St Peters Parish Church Hall, 

Old Church Road, Harborne, B17 OBB 
Monday 10:00 - 11:30 am 

(Slim & Aerobics) 

Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

(Slim & Aerobics) 


OLDBURY 
Oldbury Academy 

Pound Road, Oldbury, 
B68 8NE 

Monday 6:15 - 7:45 pm 

(Slim & Aerobics) 


JOIN FOR FREE!* 

VOUCHER 


INCLUDES FREE PACK 

*New members only. Valid until 
16/01/13. Class price: £5.95. 
Please bring voucher to claim, 
rosemary conley | /?. 

diet&fitness CU&S6S 




rosemary conley i /?. 

diet&fitnessICUsseS" 

Move it, lose it, LOVE IT! 

Call Rachel on 

01527 558596 or 07917 861841 

rachel.stokes@rosemaryconley.com 

www.rosemaryconley.com 


Follow tT 4 
us on 


NEWS 


200 stray 
horses are 
rounded up 
by councils 


MORE than 200 stray horses have been 
rounded up from the streets of Sandwell and 
Dudley after new measures to stop them 
wandering the streets were introduced. 

Both boroughs have been plagued by the roaming animals 
causing a nuisance by walking out in front of cars and tram¬ 


pling through gardens. 

Both councils drew up 
plans to tackle the problem. 

In Sandwell, bailiffs have 
been employed by the 
council to seize the stray 
animals. 

The move followed com¬ 
plaints about the roaming 
horses kicking over bins and 
chopping up gardens in 
Tipton. 

There were also problems 
on the Wednesbury Oak 
Estate. 

Secure 

But the move proved con¬ 
troversial as horse lovers 
threatened legal action 
when their animals were 
seized. 

Council spokesman Dave 
Lawley said since the start 
of 2012, 20 stray horses had 
been collected.” 

Vets have been called in to 
sedate horses to make them 
easier to catch and secure. 


^ by Heather Large 

Meanwhile in Dudley, 
police responded to the 
public after the council 
found an old by-law giving 
them the power to remove 
the animals from roads. 

The scheme was launched 
as a six-month trial last 
April, but was extended. 
The rescued horses are 
taken out of the area to be 
rehomed. 

About 160 were been 
rounded up and numbers of 
roaming animals have con¬ 
tinued to fall. 

Police are now being 
called out to deal with up to 
four horses a month. 

West Midlands Police 
spokeswoman Carly Ander¬ 
son said: “There has been a 
68 per cent drop in calls 
about horses. Every horse is 
rehomed.” 


Jo’s recipe for success 



Jo Evans with pupils Daisy Evans, Harvey College, Joel Cook, 
Philip Folorunso, Keeley Fereday, Poppy Edmunds, head 
Lynda Townsend, Allison Morris and Karen Roberts 


A SCHOOL cook has found a winning recipe which won a 
prestigious award for her cookery club and services to the 
community. 

Unsung heroine Jo Evans, of Rowley Hall Primary 
School, pipped other cooks from across the country to win 
Community Interaction - Public Sector award at the Blake- 
more Food Services Catering Awards. 

It is in recognition of her services to the community and 
providing cookery lessons for children and parents. The 47- 
year-old’s sessions included healthy cooking and eating, 
community cooking classes for residents and runs the after 
school cooking club. 

The mother-of-one said: “This is all about teaching both 
children and adults the importance of healthy food, and that 
there is more than fast food. I would not have been able to 
do this without the support of the school.” 

The Windsor Road school’s business manager Tracey 
Myers-Horton said: “Jo is a national unsung hero who has 
soared above and beyond expectations.” 


INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRES 8. FIREPLACES 


Be Inspired 



**WV YEAR SALE*** 

STARTS TUESDAY 
2nd JANUARY AT IIAM 

Normal opening hours I0am-6pm 





y - 


m i 

k 


SHOWROOM f 404-406 BEARWOOD ROAD, BEARWOOD B66 4EX 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co.uk 0121 429 3186 


Normal opening 
Monday-Saturday 
10.00am-6.00 pm 
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NEWS 


Phased plan to mahe 
Metro line affordable 


THE long-awaited second 
line of the Midland Metro 
tram will be built in phases 
to keep costs down. 

Transport chiefs say they are 
determined to raise £268 million to 
take trams from Wednesbury to 
Brierley Hill and Stourbridge. 

They say that breaking the line 
into phases, going from Wednes¬ 
bury to Dudley first, would make 
the scheme more affordable and 
more likely to get financial backing. 

The aim is still to have an 18-stop 
line and Centro, which oversees 
public transport, wants to use busi¬ 
ness rates from new Enterprise 
Zones in Wolverhampton and Dar- 
laston to cover costs. 

The zones give councils the right 
to keep some of the rates they 
gather. 

Project 

It has been 14 years since the 
original 23-stop line between 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham 
Snow Hill was launched. 

Geoff Inskip, chairman of 
Centro, said the extention project 
was still very much alive. 

He said: “We don’t need to have 
all the money if we don’t do it all at 
once. We’re looking at raising funds 
with the local councils through the 
Enterprise Zones and the business 
rates. 

“Black Country authorities have 
made it clear that the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton spur and taking the Metro to 
Brierley Hill are important. 

“There would need to be a con¬ 
nection from Wednesbury first, 
where it would meet line one. 

“We could take it out to Dudley in 
a first phase and then on to Brierley 
Hill later on.” 


Young dancers entertain 



Dance students Chelsea Nock, aged 16, Dana 
Moore, 15, Beth Venables, 15, Zoe King, 15, 
Wiktoria Adamczyk, 15, were the organisers of 
the fundraising dance show 


A GROUP of youngsters 
got out their dancing 
shoes to put on a show for 
their fellow pupils at a 
school in the Black 
Country. 

The Phoenix Dance 
Show was held at the 
Clarkes Lane campus of 
the Phoenix Collegiate 
Academy in West 
Bromwich last month. 

The performance was 
organised by year 11 
pupils Chelsea Nock, 
aged 16, and 15-year-olds 
Dana Moore, Zoe King, 
Jada Archer, Beth Ven¬ 
ables and Wiktoria 
Adamczyk. 

The performance 

formed part of the young¬ 
sters’ BTEC dance 
course. 

Credit 

The event raised more 
than £178 and all pro¬ 
ceeds will go to Birming¬ 
ham Hospital’s 

children’s ward. 

The youngsters raised 
the money through CD 
sales, a raffle and refresh¬ 
ments. 

Students were enter¬ 
tained with dances which 
were all choreographed 
by Emma Pash and were 
performed by dancers 
from years seven to 11. 

Spokesperson Jo Ault 
said: “The students have 
worked really hard and 
are a credit to themselves 
and Phoenix Collegiate.” 



No.1 Expert Service, Choice and Advice. We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples and bed 
brochures to your door, if you can’t get out to us. We cover the whole of the Midlands 

Free Quotations 

Check out just some of our prices online at www.ablecarpets.co.uk KM 



Dormston Hading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal, Dudley, DY12UF 
Office number: 0121 530 3633 / 0121 588 7116 
Tipton / Oldbury / West Bromwich / Great Barr 

Showroom open to the public Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5pm Office calls between 8.30am - 8.30pm " 



CARPET & FURNITURE DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

Family owned business for over 40 years 


L .■ if r -• : 

m \\ r y& 




Large range of Carpets, Vinyls, Rugs and Laminate at AMAZING PRICES 
Over 100 rolls of Carpet on display 
Delivery & Fitting Service available. Large Showroom 


Jamaica Carpet 

100% Bleach Cleanable 
Heavy Wear 
Easy Clean 
Was £6.50 sq yd 

Now £5.99 sq yd 


Dynasty 

6 Colours in stock 
Heavy Wear Twist 
Comfort Backed 
Was £4.99 sq yd 

Now £3.99 sq yd 


Wilton 

Traditional 

Design 

SPECIAL OFFER 
£6.50 sq yd 


Bounty 
Real Back 
£2.60 sq yd 


Rugs - large and 
small in stock 
£20-£200 to suit 
all budgets 


Laminate Flooring 
- Large selection 
7 year guarantee 
from £5.99 m 2 


Vinyls - 

Large selection 


Special rates 
for landlords 
and letting 
agents 

End of Roll 
always in 
stock 

Cushion Floor 
from 

£3.99 sq yd 

139-141 Holyhead Road, Handsworth B21 0BE 
0121 515 2018 / 0121 523 8938 
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Lichfield Passage in the 1960s showing part of the Royal London Building, left, and An early 1800s John Fullwood drawing of Wheeler’s Fold, 
the now-restored 18th century shops, right, Picture: Wolverhampton City Council with the arched entrance from Lichfield Street* 


Cottages in Farmer’s Fold, taken in 1955 showing the back of Povey’s Bakery 
and Restaurant Picture: Jim Dowdall, Wolverhampton Photographic Society 



Back-to-back cottages and cobbled yard in Townwell 
Fold in 1913, looking at the back of Victoria Street* 



The Pig and Whistle pub, Wheeler’s Fold. Next door can 
be seen the former Noah’s Ark Methodist Meeting 
House, opened by John Wesley in 1787* 


Unfolding the history 
of alleys and streets 


YOU may not have noticed 
the little alleys or streets in 
Wolverhampton City 
Centre with the name Fold. 

You may think they are dead¬ 
ends, or private access-ways. You 
may not have given them a second 
thought. 

But the name has a meaning. 
They may not look like they would 
hold sheep today. 

Development and redevelopment 
over the centuries change towns 
and cities, even historical, tourist 
places. 

But their history does not disap¬ 
pear, and their remaining unique 
features from the past deserve 
preservation. 

Wolverhampton’s wealth in 
Mediaeval times was built on the 
wool and cloth trade, wealth which 
paid for St Peter’s Collegiate 
Church to be rebuilt on a grand 
scale in the 14th century, and made 
grander a hundred years later. 
Local merchants traded in this 


by Anthony and 
Joyce Perry 

country and Europe, there were the 
different trades-people in the 
industry, such as tailors, drapers, 
weavers, spinners, fullers, dyers, 
plus those who sorted, scribbled 
and scoured the wool. 

Sheep came in from Shropshire 
and the Welsh Marches for sale in 
the sheep market, which was possi¬ 
bly in North Street, its old name 
being Tup Street. 

The Folds, off the main medieval 
streets, served as temporary loca¬ 
tions for penning the animals. 
Each has a story to tell. 

Blossoms Fold takes it name 
from church prebendaries (priests) 
in the 14th century. 

Townwell Fold was the location 
of four wells serving the towns¬ 
people. Wheeler’s Fold has differ¬ 
ent possible origins, and has 
connections with John Wesley, 


Charles Dickens and renowned 
actress Sarah Siddons. 

Farmer’s Fold is named after 
18th century bakers, but has 
names older than this. 

Some of these streets and alleys 
are well used, well looked after and 
put to good commercial use, others 
are in need of refurbishment, 
bringing back into use and making 
more well known to the public. 

Picking up on this, and using the 
information researched to produce 
the book The Folds of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton (Brewin Books), the Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic and Historical 
Society have begun a website, 
www.wolverhamptonfolds.co.uk 
for use by owners, occupiers, th 
council and the public. 

The intention is to make some¬ 
thing of a unique feature of the city 
centre and an important part of 
Wolverhampton’s history. 

* Photographs courtesy of 
Wolverhampton Archives and 
Local Studies. 



Woolpack Alley alias Henny’s Fold in the 1970s, looking towards 
the narrow passage into Queen Square. The three story 1850s 
building was the rear part of Alfred Hall and Son, outfitters 


Worcester \ Vallierf ^jj^erolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


www.plumbingpoinl.co.uk 


-r-—■„. ., Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 

pl u m bingpc i nt Darlaston ’ WS1 ° 8SX t: 0121568 8268 

DARLASTON 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 


1200 slider 
8 m Glassll , . 
1200x800 Tray I 

£300 

Complete 1 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


I LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug 


£240 
L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CANT 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing Offer 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock. . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter.... 
Gutter Bracket. 

Soffit. 

5.5 Downpipe . 


£6.50 

..£0.50 

...£5.50 

£ 8.00 


Sq or round, black, white or brown 

MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


£*#4i nniitinnl 
CLADDING [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

DAIh 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

1 nrhOtsiVi I 

CABINETS r 

Wide Choice available,! 
start from £65 
up to £180 

Good selection on show, f 
comprehensive prices starts 
from £65 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


MMavifl WB I 

Warners, Bodelwyddan Castle, 
North Wales 

Monday 21st January-Friday 25th January 2013 



£225 inc Drinks and 2 Excursions 

(weather permitting) 

Book now 
0121 588 3399 

141 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich B71 3JD 
www.alandaviestravel.eu 


BLINDS 

SANDWF . . 


GREAT DEAL! BEST DEAL! 

£90 £139 

3 child safe 5 child safe 
verticals verticals 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FRE E 

MEASURE & FITTING HUGE 
CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


YOL m 

•dvttor ao oor 

fabric rano* & uthor 
iviifcatfc deats 


0800 0214266 



Laminate - Hardwood - Flooring Specialists 


NSwYeaF 


instore for details) 


.animate 

Flooring 


fror 

£ 3 . 0 ! 


Solid Oak jKLjTo 
: looring tlo. 


NEWISTOtE 

NOWlOREN! 


(Old E.L.S. Building) Loxdale Street, 
Bilston, WV14 0PR 

Upper High Street, WednesburyWSIO 7HQ 
(Next to Gemini Carpets) 

01902 495559 or 0121 505 4888 
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It's simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
27 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 27 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 




o^staft^fyeak^eit^^Bengajj^GujarafiTHindilMirf^jKPunjabi or Urdu. 


NEWS 


Call 

NOW 

to promote 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

in the 
Sandwell 
Chronicle 

Ask for 

Rachel 
Hunt on 


01902 

319592 


Music man is scent wild 


by perfume girl's voice 


Beth Sherburn at the perfume counter in Merry Hill 
where she was discovered 


SHE’S usually seen behind a perfume counter 
at the Merry Hill Centre - but Beth Sherburn is 
on her way to stardom after a record producer 
overheard her singing at work. 

The 21-year-old was at 
work in Debenhams when 
she was singing along to a 
Michael Buble’s Christmas 
classic. 

Little did she know that 
music producer John 
McLaughlin, behind such 
acts as Busted, Girls Aloud 
and Take That, was shop¬ 
ping nearby buying scent for 
his wife. 

He approached her to 
compliment her on her voice 
during the trip on November 
28, and promptly invited her 
to work alongside him in his 
studio. 

The 21-year-old from 
Sedgley has now signed a 
contract with Purple Circle 
Records and is set to release 
a cover of Ordinary World by 
Duran Duran, her first 
single, this month. 

Chance 

Beth, who stayed in her 
job until Christmas, said the 
record contract and meeting 
John McLaughlin is a 
“dream come true”. 

“He was just rushing in to 
get his wife a present so I 
was very lucky to be in the 
right place at the right 
time,” she said. 

“I am always singing at 
work -1 sing all the time my 
friends and family can’t stop 
me. 

John said: “It was a little 
miracle as I discovered Beth 
by chance when I was in 
Debenhams at Merry Hill. 

“I rushed in having stayed 
over after a meeting and I 


Beth’s promotional picture 

wanted to get something for 
my wife when I heard this 
girl singing to herself. 

He added: “She stopped 
me in my tracks. I thought 
she had the most incredible 
voice. I knew there and then 
I had to get her into the 
studio to test out that voice 
and see if she had real 
talent.” 

Beth performed at The 
Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre with Matthew Kelly 
and George Costigan in Don 
Quixote when she was 14. 
She also sang in a gospel 
choir with Katherine 
Jenkins at The Royal Albert 
Hall. 

She’s also a talented musi¬ 
cian, and plays saxophone, 
clarinet, guitar and piano. 

Beth has since collabo¬ 
rated with songwriter Jud 
Mahoney, who has worked 
with some of the world’s 
leading artists. 


pjersoniffi aault with a disability or complex health need? 

SAFSS 

Asian Family Support Service 


We arealways'ooWnS 

for qualified care stall. 

H vou can support us 
please get in touch. 


For further details contact us at: 
SAFSS - Sandwell Asian Family Support Service, 
Fenton Street, Smethwick, B66 I HR 

T: 0121 558 2198 

email: safss@btconnect.com 

www.safss.org.uk 






4V 


Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


• LOCKS .SEALANT 

• SEALED .HANDLES 
UNITS . FASCIA & 

• GASKETS GUTTERING 






You are invited to visit one of ■ 
the largest Conservatory and I m ( 
Window Showrooms in the UK m 


I’M es*. 


p?i»4r. 
* 10 < 

YEAR 
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NEWS 


Brigade's 
engines 
likely to 
be smaller 

WEST Midlands Fire 
Service will buy a further 
five small brigade engines 
under plans which were 
expected to be approved. 

The service is trying out 
three of the new appliances, 
known as Brigade Response 
Vehicles. 

The smaller vehicles are 
cheaper and need fewer staff 
than the fire engine’s tradi¬ 
tional crew of five and can be 
deployed to minor incidents, 
such as bin fires. 

The service says the move 
will save money. There are 
no plans to reduce the 
number of fire engines. 

The service will see 
£10.2m worth of cuts 
between 2011 and 2013, and 
expects to make £13.5m 
more between 2013 and 
2015 and £11.2m from 2015 
to 2017. 

Fire Authority chairman 
John Edwards said: “Our 
service is very good value for 
money. On the average 
council tax band we receive 
£47, that’s less than a pound 
a week.” 

Vacant bar is 
finally bought 

A LANDMARK bar in 
Wolverhampton has been 
sold to a mystery buyer after 
being on the market for four 
years. The Bank, in Lichfield 
Street, will reopen as a pub 
after closing in 2008. Trade 
plummeted after the ban on 
smoking in public places. 


Ofsted team puts failing 
school in special measures 


A WEDNESBURY school is failing its pupils 
according to school inspectors, and has been 
placed in special measures. 

Wodensborough Community Technology College was 
visited by Ofsted inspectors last month. 

They found that their overall effectiveness was inade¬ 
quate. Inspector Stephen Walker found that the achieve¬ 
ment of pupils, quality of teaching and leadership at the 
Hydes Road school were all ■ by Naomi Dunning 

inadequate. m - 

He found that too many lessons were not planned 
pupils were making slow well enough, 
progress in English and The inspectors also criti- 
maths. cised the leadership at the 

Boys in particular were school and said the leaders 
making significantly less were not addressing the 
progress than girls. most serious weaknesses in 

Mr Walker reported that teaching and the pupils’poor 
those pupils who need addi- progress, 
tional support were not iden- He also said the governors 

tified quickly enough, or had not effectively held the 
given the support they school to account for the 
needed, and that the special- quality of teaching, 
ist provision for disabled Mr Walker did highlight 
pupils was not being used however, that the new head 
effectively. teacher Stephen Lanckham 

Attention was putting in systems to 

., „ ml improve the progress of 

He said: There are too pupi i s and to tack i e wea k 
many lessons when the pace teaching. He also said that 
of learning is too slow and there had been a recent 
the work provided does not improvement in behaviour 
challenge students or gain a t the school, and in atten- 
their attention. dance. 

Expectations of behaviour He also praised the way 
are sometimes too low and the school used its specialist 
students are allowed to drift technology status to provide 
off task and become disen- a good range of work-related 
gaged.” courses for pupils in Year 10 

Mr Walker found that and 11. Inspectors will now 
pupils lost attention and visit the school on a regular 
misbehaved when the basis. 


Bin-mad Niall in the driving seat 



Niall behind the wheel of a recycling truck on his visit to Sandwell’s bin depot 


LITTLE Niall Flana¬ 
gan’s Christmas wish 
came true when he was 
invited to get behind the 
wheel of a recycling truck 
at Shidas Lane bin depot 
in Sandwell 

Niall, who is two and a 
half, and from West 
Bromwich, is fascinated 
by his recycling refuse 
collectors and bin trucks. 
He always gets up in time 
to see them in action. 

When Serco, Sandwell 
Council’s waste partner, 
heard, they invited Niall 
and his parents to the 
depot to show him round, 
and let him try the 
driver’s seat of a truck. 

Paula Flanagan, 
Niall’s mum, said: "He is 
absolutely bin mad and 
helps put the bins out 
then waits in the 
morning when our collec¬ 
tion is due. 

“Thanks to Serco his 
Christmas wish has come 
true. We would like to 
thank all the staff 
involved.” 


Nightclub 
owner’s 
effort is 
paying off 

VISITOR numbers have 
risen by 25 per cent at a 
nightclub which was saved 
after going into administra¬ 
tion last year. 

The Nightingale Club in 
Kent Street, Birmingham, 
was bought 12 months ago 
by Lawrence Barton. 

The Birmingham busi¬ 
nessman, whose family busi¬ 
ness GB Holdings Ltd runs 
five other venues in the 
Southside area of the city, 
says he has invested heavily 
in the club and the hard 
work is paying off. 

Mr Barton said: “Footfall 
has grown by 25 per cent 
since taking over at the end 
of last year. 

The club now regularly 
attracts more than 1,000 
clubbers most Saturdays.” 

The business was sold to 
the highest bidder for an 
undisclosed sum by adminis¬ 
trator Zolfo Cooper. 

The buy-out secured 50 
jobs at the club, which dates 
back more than 40 years and 
has attracted stars such as 
Graham Norton, Alan Carr 
and Sir Ian McKellen. 

The club, in the heart of 
Birmingham’s gay village, 
opened in 1969. 

Date for Amy 

SINGER songwriter Amy 
MacDonald will bring her 
2013 tour to Birmingham in 
March. The star has con¬ 
firmed she will perform at 
Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on March 1. 



For further information contact Sandwell Family Information Service 

0121 569 4914 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


1 « 



Sandwell 

Faml/Inforrr«jNof> 

Jwfct 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



The home improvement market is changing and the demand for more choice in colour and suitability of PVC-U doors and windows is growing. 
Fashionable additions such as orangeries are increasingly desirable, as more people look for ways to improve their home. 


Established since 1994, Tipton Windows & Conservatories 
Ltd, trading as Choices , believe that the latest trends are 
important, but quality products and exceptional service will 
always be paramount, which this family run business have 
proven over nearly two decades. 

Situated on Sedgley Road West in Tipton, the founder and 
company Managing Director Nathan Beddows started the 
business from scratch at the early age of 19 working out of 
the very same premises as he does today, He explains his 
passion: 

“I cannot stress enough how much pride we take in every 
window, door, conservatory, orangery we manufacture and 
install.” 

With its roots in manufacturing, the business started more 
than 19 years ago, and right from the very start an emphasis 
has been placed on supplying only the finest and most energy- 
efficient products, but still remaining affordable. 

“Our commitment extends beyond the manufacturing 
process to the design and installation of doors, windows, 
conservatories and other home improvement services,” 
explains Nathan. 

“For some customers we supply new windows and doors, 
for others we provide a complete home improvement service 
from building extensions and fitting kitchens, to designing and 


installing conservatories and more recently Orangeries,” says 
Nathan. 

One tremendously satisfied customer is Rick Houghton. 
Having being recommended to Choices Windows by 
colleagues at work he employed them to carry out extensive 
work at his home, he is keen to share his experiences and 
commend the team involved. 

“Every stage of the process was excellently planned and we 
received nothing but the best service from start to finish. The 
tradesmen were outstanding and we were so impressed that 
we handed over our keys and went on holiday whilst the work 
was being carried out.” 

Rick and his family were absolutely thrilled and utterly 
delighted with the results on their return. 

“We are so grateful to Nathan and his team for transforming 
our home into something we could only have dreamed of,” 
remarked Rick. 

Keen to keep ahead in the style stakes, Nathan is ever 
aware of the latest designs, materials and colours on offer, and 
strives to make these available to his customers. 

“Many people are now opting for stylish coloured PVC-U, 
influenced by timeless muted ‘National Trust’ tones. Sage 
green, gun metal grey and cream are all becoming very 
fashionable alongside the traditional clean bright white,” 
explains Nathan. 


Fitting new PVC-U windows can be a good choice for the 
environment as well as for your home. Replacing dated double 
glazing can help save money on heating bills and reduce the 
carbon footprint of a residence. 

“We offer A-rated energy-efficient windows and doors 
which can help save up to £250 from heating bills in the first 
year alone. They not only reflect heat back into the house, but 
also retain heat from solar gain,” remarks Nathan. 

“As a company we pride ourselves on giving old fashioned 
value for money and excellent service, we can undertake the 
majority of jobs and because we manufacture in house at our 
premises unlike the majority of our local competitors it enables 
us to have full control so we can manage your project from 
start to completion ensuring your experience is stress free”. 

“After many years in the Double glazing business we have 
seen a lot of competitors come and go, unfortunately leaving 
many customers without any warranty, after parting with their 
hard earned cash. Any customer who is considering having 
any home improvements should choose carefully and do their 
homework on the company they are considering, ensure if you 
part with money upfront it is protected by a Fensa approved 
deposit indemnity scheme, ask to visit previous customers but 
most importantly don’t be fooled by the salesmen’s tactics of 
a tempting “sign on the night low price offer” that the double 
glazing industry is notorious for “advises Nathan. 


The old sayings are always the best - after a low price is 
long forgotten, poor quality long remains”. 

To view the Choices website click onto www.choiceswindows. 
co.uk or call in and see our new refurbished showroom and 
factory on Sedgley Road West Tipton, DY4 8DQ. 











Professional Survey prior to work commencing 

• Brickwork • Plastering • Electrics 
• Tiling • Plumbing • Underfloor Heating 

Choose the company that can do it all 


Orangeries Conservatories 

Windows/Doors Bi-Folding Doors 
Triple Glazing Roof Trim 
Sash Windows 
Conservatory Refurbishment 


Special 

Door 

Deal 

Only 

£99 


Any order 
placed in 
January will 
qualify for 
a £99 Door 
Deal. 

Terms & 

conditions apply 


C^IOICCS windows Telephone 0121 557 7228 

Showroom at: Sedgley Road West, Tipton DV4 8DQ 
Visit our website at www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
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Familes to 
get help 
from new 
food bank 

FAMILIES in Wednesbury 
who are struggling to make 
ends meet in the economic 
downturn are benefiting 
from a food bank which has 
been launched in the town. 

Breaking Bread has 
opened in Walsall Street. 

Vacant shop units have 
been taken over and trans¬ 
formed to create the new 
premises. 

The shop units at 93 and 
94 Walsall Street were most 
recently used as Wednes¬ 
bury Property Shop by 
Sandwell Homes but have 
been vacant since January 
2011. 

Sandwell Council has 
offered the premises to a 
community project called 
The Priory Family Centre to 
run the food bank in return 
for a peppercorn rent. 

The scheme will not only 
help families struggling to 
afford the basics, but is also 
intended to offer retail work 
experience to the longer 
term unemployed people 
and will be run by a project 
manager. 


Club's home 

WODENSBOROUGH 
Boxing Club in Wednesbury 
which has been looking for a 
new home for two years, 
finally has a permanent 
home at the former Mesty 
Croft housing office in 
Oxford Street. Spokesman 
Stephen O’Rourke said the 
club was now looking for 
sponsors. 


Action plan is being drawn 
up to protect Market Place 


AN action plan will be drawn up to protect the 
future of Wednesbury Market Place, after 
English Heritage said it was deteriorating and 
its history was at risk of being lost. 

Sandwell Council is calling in experts to review the state 
of the Market Place and put together a bid for Heritage 
Lottery funding to bankroll improvements. 


Outside help will be asked 
to draw up a schedule of 
improvements to preserve 
the area’s character and 
review the authority’s use of 
planning laws to protect its 
heritage from undue devel¬ 
opment. 

The cost of the exercise is 
not yet known. 

Guidance 

But the authority is invit¬ 
ing expressions of interest 
from firms who can put 
together in-depth research. 

Experts will need to write 
guidance on how the council 
uses rules protecting the 
area as a conservation area. 

Consultants will need to 
decide if the boundary of 
rules now in place should be 
extended to include north of 


^ by Lisa Wright 

the town including High 
Bullen, and the south to 
include the Town Hall and 
civic buildings in Holyhead 
Road for future generations. 

The move comes after 
English Heritage placed 
Wednesbury Market Place 
on its Heritage At Risk Reg¬ 
ister for 2012. 

Though its current condi¬ 
tion was described as fair, it 
was also seen to be deterio¬ 
rating. 

Ward Councillor Olwen 
Jones said: “As councillors 
we welcome anything to get 
external money into the 
town to make it a more 
vibrant place and preserve 
its historic character.” 


Bombing memorial mystery 

A MYSTERY stone memorial in honour of 13 people killed 
during First World War bombings in Wednesbury in 1916 
has been erected in Wood Green Cemetery where the 
victims of the bombs are buried. Fred Barnfield of Wednes¬ 
bury War Memorial Group said: “We don’t know who’s done 
it but we applaud whoever it is.” 

The bombs were intended for Liverpool but the Germans 
got it wrong. The bombs landed in King Street area. 


Honour for inspirational teacher 



Baldev Jandu, who is head of physics at Wood Green Academy in Wednesbury 


AN inspirational teacher of 25 
years has been honoured for over¬ 
hauling a school physics depart¬ 
ment. 

The Institute of Physics 
rewarded Wood Green Academy’s 
Baldev Jandu with teacher of the 
year accolade after he was nomi¬ 
nated by staff from the depart¬ 
ment he runs. 

The number of students taking 
physics at A-Level at the Wednes¬ 
bury school has doubled due to Mr 
Jandu’s work, which has included 
placing an emphasis on attracting 
more girls to take up the subject. 

Mr Jandu picked up the honour 
during the Institute of Physics 
Awards at a ceremony held in 
London, which was attended by 
BBC presenter and physicist 
Brian Cox. 

He joined seven other teachers 
from around the UK who accepted 
the prestigious awards, and said 
he was deeply honoured to do so. 

“I’m proud to win the award 
and everyone in the department is 
delighted - they seem to think I’m 
some kind of celebrity now,” 50- 
year-old Mr Jandu said. 

“Hopefully I’ve done a lot over 
the years which has made an 
impact.” 

As part of his overhaul Mr 
Jandu introduced more activities 
and helped to modernise the 
department. 


Staffies 
exhibition 
open after 
a revamp 

A FAMOUS dog exhibition 
has been relaunched in 
Wednesbury after its home 
was given a revamp. 

The Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier Exhibition at The 
Old Post Office, in Albert 
Street, has reopened follow¬ 
ing a six-month absence for 
redecoration of the building. 
The mayor and mayoress of 
Sandwell, Councillor Keith 
Davies and his wife Pat, 
reopened the exhibition, 
along with the Staffordshire 
Regiment’s mascot a three- 
year-old Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier called Watchman V 

Group patron John Allen 
said: “A great job has been 
done to refurbish the room 
as well as work by the group 
to bring in new showcase 
units. We get people all 
around the world coming to 
see us. Now they can come 
back.” 

The exhibition group has 
been running for 11 years, 
and moved to The Old Post 
Office five years ago. The 
exhibition is open on Satur¬ 
days from 11am to 3pm. 


Dates for sales 

A TABLE-TOP sale will be 
held at Wednesbury Town 
Hall, Holyhead Road, on 
January 6 and 13. 

The events will run from 
10am to 2pm to raise money 
for the voluntary group 
Wednesbury Celebrates. 
Tables are £5. To book a 
table call Wednesbury South 
Councillor Elaine Costigan 
on 0789 119 6199. 


S&P 

Furnishers 

Furnish with the best, for a 
good deal less - 

0121 448 1373 


Pine, Oak, Cane Furniture 
supplied assembled 

We also offer made to measure 
furniture at reasonable prices 



British made Display Dresser 
British made Chunky Beds 
Large Oak Dining Tables & 6 Chairs 
Cane Suites 

FREE LOCAL SAME DAY DELIVERY 


Relay House, High Bullen 
Wednesbury WS10 7EZ 






48 Upper Higft Street 
Wednesbury WS10 7HJ V 
info@simmbriM.co.ufi 3 


Secure 
your Prom 
dress with 
deposit 

• Easy payment 
plans available 

• Prom Dresses 
now in stock 

• Wide selection of 
Wedding Dresses 
to suit all sizes 
and budgets 

• Sale Dresses start 
from £50 

• Tiaras/ 
Accessories/ 
Alterations 


SIIMIITIH9IKR CENTIE 


MEMBER OF 



Cambelts, Clutches, Tyres, 
Exhausts, Brakes, MOT Repairs 


Servicing from £49.9! 


PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST EXHAUSTS 
I FITTED IN THE SANDWELL AREA I 


Unit 1 Bridge Street Industrial Estate, 
Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAW 
Steve.supafit@yahoo.co.uk 
www.supafitmotoristcentre.co.uk 

Prices all subject to VAT 

Call Steve for a FREE Quote gflUEI E 

53™^ 0121 502 2870 


J 



f S. Webb & Son Ltd. 1 

IL An Independent Family Firm Since 1894 Jl 


• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

• Floral Tributes Available 

• Horse Drawn Carriage Specialists 

The Directors of Sidney Webb 
would like it to be known that they have no connection with 
George Webbs of West Bromwich 


17 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
St James House, Hill Top, 
West Bromwich B70 0PU 
Church Street, Darlaston WS10 8DU 


0121 556 0056 

Covers All Areas 




110 


Full bore pistol calibre rifles, air rifles, crossbows, air 
pistols and muzzle loading revolvers 
Children allowed fromM years of age 
For details telephone/fax 


Black Country .1 

Barbers Shop Ltd 

Looking for a good barber? 

We are the only place in town that can do 
proper patterns! 

Gents Hair Cut £9 Kids Hair Cut £8 Oaps Hair Cut £4 

116 Walsall Street, Wednesbury WS10 9BY (Opposite the Wetherspoon Pub) 

Telephone: 0121556 8787 


Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 am-12 noon 

SANDWELL DIESEL 

BOSCH CAR SERVICE^ 

T71 CENTRE P«ia 

AA _ \ Mi™ 

HM ALL MAKES, SERVICING i \Buses, 
A MECHANICAL REPAIRS \ 

■■ PETROL AND DIESEL/^ X 


Tel/Fax:01215025922 / 

07831 394973 ( , ' 

Email: s.d-l@tiscali.co.uk r 

h/AvA 

Unit 3, Potters Lane \ 

Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 OAS 


MoT’s from 

£30 


fi& 


Established 1954 

us sur P r i se 

someone 
0— you Love! 

Local and National 
Delivery Service 

TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

100 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 

Tel: 0121-556 0531 

Most major credit cards accepted 



Open all day Mon - Sat 12pm - 10pm 
SEE OUR SPECIAL OFFERS INSTORE 
299 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands WSIO ODX 

Tel: 0121 502 3140 
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winter 

sale 

offer 

FINAL FEW DAYS 


FOR THE START OF THE SALE ONLY 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


OFFER ENDS SUNDAY 5PM - LIMITED STOCK 


It's your last chance to take advantage of the EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS off all sale prices throughout the stores - 
with many savings of 50% or more. This offer must end Sunday 5pm. Cousins boast three of the largest furniture stores 
in the UK. Whether your taste is contemporary, traditional, modern or classical. Cousins have the answer. The choice is 
enormous, all beautifully displayed in inspirational room settings. 


Swefeil 5pfW 


Extra Discount Price 


Extra Discount Price 


£499 



£349 


Scirrocco leather 3 seater sofa 
NORMAL £+099 SALE £699 




Lux swivel chair 
NORMAL £629 SALE £399 


Elica round table and 4 chairs 
NORMAL £44+9 SALE £699 



Gamma combination wardrobe 
NORMAL £4+9 SALE £349 


Stressless ex-display sofas 
and swivel recliner chairs 


50% OFF 


Modern sofabed - 
innovative space saving design 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£629 price 

SALE 

ro Af\ 
tw4y 


£299 


Wade Eaton high back 3 seater sofa 
and chair 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£2399 PRICE 

SALE 

fc I 747 


£1399 


Kirsten swivel recliner chair 
with footstool 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£299 PRICE 

SALE 

£499 


£149 


Parker Knoll Hudson sofas and chairs - 
choice of colours 


SAVE 25% 


Willis and Gambier 
Oak extending table 
and 4 chairs 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1099 price 

SALE 

A# 


£499 


Modern high gloss extending table 
and 4 chairs - available in 
white or black 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1509 price 

SALE 

£999 


£599 


Baker Flagstone 

3 door sideboard 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1199 price 

£999 £699 

Nolte Mobel Lovalo fitted bedroom 
range. Free UK delivery and fitting 

SAVE 35% 

German sliding 2.25m wardrobe - 
modern design 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£629 PRICE 

M9 £349 


Denby - 

dinnerware sets, selected designs 

SAVE 50% 

Columbia twist carpet - 
choice of colours 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£42r95m 2 PRICE 

£4.9sm 2 


Silentnight Miracoil 
double drawer divan 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£629 price 

SALE 

roftQ 

7 / 


£349 


Lydia leather double bedstead 
(including slats) 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£599 price 

£299 £249 

Tempur - 

mattresses, divans & bedsteads 

SAVE 30% 

Rest Assured Pocket sprung 
double drawer divan 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£599 price 

£399 £349 

Mattresses - 

Large stocks available for 
immediate delivery 

FROM £49 

Rugs - assorted designs 
and colours 

SAVE OVER 60 % 


© 


noil© 


TEMPUR Hirrir 




Den by 


im MturrA 


□f-ama. 


-wee#* 


Parfcrffconll 


jcxgpnr 

Joseph 




PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER - NO DEPOSIT - INTEREST FREE CREDIT 





([ousins 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 

• Free parking 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


• instore restaurant 


O/ A DD Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2013 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 

V/ /O rnf IX Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, 
REPRESENTATIVE or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 6th January 2013.See website for Price Promise details. 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 




beyond expectation 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 




SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATEDWINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 
£1450 fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 



Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk ■^'f rg ^ sav ! ng & Doors ,.„ 

• ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 

3x3 

Edwardian Conservatory 

£5000 

Tiles and Electrics Included 



Fantastic new Door Range 

SPECIAL OFFER 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



F i 11 

Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 !234 I T O 
After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 



Do you have friends or relatives 
who want to improve their 

English language? 


enrolment pay 


Saturday 12th January 2013 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Broadway Campus 



Courses are usually FREE.* 
Classes are 14 hours per 
week for 6 months. 
Benefits are not affected. 
There is help with travel 
and childcare costs. 

City & Guilds or 
Cambridge qualification. 


* subject to eligibility criteria 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Over 5,GOO installations to date! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 


• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 

be provided, adding a very 

useful additional room to 

your home. 


1 H 

J All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 3891281 



To advertise in the 
Sandwell Chronicle 
please call Chris Smith on 
01902 319536 


Busy end to the year for 
Moat Farm Junior pupils 



Albion star Marc-Antoine Fortune with Moat Farm pupils at the opening of Albion Foundation education facility 


DECEMBER was a busy 
month for the pupils of Moat 
Farm Junior School with 
many special events taking 
place in school and with our 
trust partners. 

On December 5 we had an excellent 
turnout for the Friends of Moat Farm 
Christmas Fayre and a selection of our 
pupils entertained crowds at the 
opening of the new Albion Foundation 
educational facility in Smethwick with 


their rendition of a selection of carols. 

The school’s annual Christmas play 
Panto Crime was a huge success with 
our dedicated team putting on per¬ 
formances for parents and pupils 
throughout the last week of term. 

The term ended on a high note with 
pupils being rewarded with Christmas 
parties, discos and a film show and 
those classes who achieved the best 
attendance and punctuality rewarded 
with a trip to the cinema. 

We are now looking forward to 


another exciting term this spring and 
will be welcoming pupils back from 
their Christmas break on Monday. 

We will be offering an additional 30 
places in Year 3 this September, 
increasing our Year 3 pupil numbers to 
120 from the existing 90. 

If you would like to take advantage 
of these additional places pick up an 
application form from school or go 
online to www.sandwell.gov.uk/school 
admissions by the closing date of 
Tuesday, January 15. 



1 1 r.% p i r *4 '. 


Believe in I 
hildren 

Barnardos 

~ 

Central 


Moat Farm Junior School 
Trust 


‘Where We Prepare For Tomorrow By 
Achieving Today’ 


The Governing Body is pleased to announce 
that we are expanding and creating an extra 
Y3 class from September 2013 when the Y3 
numbers will increase to 120. 

Anyone interested in seeking a place should 
contact us for further information and an appli¬ 
cation pack before the closing date of the 
15th January 2013 


In conjunction with our Trust partners The Albion 
Foundation, Barnardo’s and Sandwell College we 
offer a diverse and dynamic curriculum. 

Rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted in April 2010 who com¬ 
mented on the ‘outstanding range of activities 
within the curriculum’. 

Excellent school attendance currently over 96% 
which is well above the Local Authority average. 

Good SATs results with pupil attainment usually- 
above that of the Local Authority average. 

Pupils have access to a range of extended ser¬ 
vices both before and after school and in the holi¬ 
days. 


Moat Farm Junior School Trust, Brookfields Road, Oldbury, West Midlands, B68 9QR 
Call or Email for a Prospectus and Application Pack 
Telephone: 0121 552 1215 
Email: laura.braznel@moatfarm-jun.sandwell.sch.uk 










































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 03 2013 Page 15 


LETTERS 


Bus firms know nothing of people's needs 

NOW that the dust has settled on the opportunity was missed when the 129 when they introduced the 129, routed it 
bus changes in Sandwell, it appears was introduced. down West Park Road and Mallin 

obvious that Centro and National Both Centro and National Express had Street to West Bromwich along with 
Express have little or no interest in the had suggestions that the then 447, the New 46, 48 and 49 (Mallin Street), 
needs of the travelling public. instead of duplicating the 448 down Yes a golden opportunity was missed. 

We have duplication of routes and the West Park Road and on to West It really is a pity that these routes are 
53 and 122 routes are seriously short of Bromwich, could be diverted via Holly worked out by people in offices who 
bus stops and thus information on bus Lane and Oldbury Road past the appear to know little or nothing about 
times. station, thus serving many people with people’s needs. 

Sandwell’s premier rail station, access to Galton Bridge and stations on The public is expected to not only put 
Smethwick Galton Bridge, still has the Old G.W.R. & L.M.S. Lines places up with this, but pay for the privilege as 
limited access for many Sandwell resi- like Worcester, Stratford, Leamington, well, 
dents. I know all buses cannot be Birmingham, Wolverhampton Liver- Ewart J Johnson, 
routed past Galton Bridge station, but pool and Aberystwth. Thuree Road, 

one cannot help feeling that a golden But no, Centro and National Express Smethwick. 


Manage 

economy 

properly 

EVERYWHERE you go it’s 
“by one get one free” or 
“three for the price of two”. 

If the Government 
managed the economy prop¬ 
erly instead of pandering to 
the rich elite’s demands and 
taxed everyone fairly, there 
would be no need for sales. 

There would be no need 
for austerity measures if the 
Government stopped giving 
money away and looked 
after British interests first. 
No wonder people are disil¬ 
lusioned. 

Charles Vermont, 
Whitehouse Street, 
Tipton. 

Leaflet overkill 

ON Monday the council left 
a leaflet for Christmas and 
New Year’s Day collections. 
On Tuesday Serco attached 
one to a bin. On Wednesday 
Serco left another in the 
letter box. Can I apologise to 
the Brazilian natives over 
the loss of their rainforest? 
Robert William White, 
Tompstone Road, 

West Bromwich. 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

sandwellchronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
erves the right to condense letters. 


Thanks to hospital 
teams for caring 

I AM once again writing in praise of a hospital. On Friday 
November 23, I was suffering from a violent bout of sick¬ 
ness. The emergency (car) ambulance arrived almost imme¬ 
diately after being called, after a few questions the 
paramedics arrived. They took me to Russells Hall Hospital 
where I was seen at once by a doctor and I was admitted to 
Ward B5 where these angel nurses looked after me. 

I am 77and I was treated with the utmost respect and 
dignity by all, and I would especially like to thank Dr Paul 
Stonelake and Dr Laura Paton and their team and also the 
staff in the ultra sound scan x-ray department. I just can’t 
praise these lovely people enough. 

I was discharged on November 28. My thanks also to the 
physiotherapist who walked me along for five mins on my 
discharge to see if I was okay at walking. 

My thanks, last but not least, to the ambulance crew who 
took me to the hospital. They were so pleasant and cheerful. 
If I have missed anyone out forgive me. God bless you all. 
Mrs Anita Williams, 

Sedgley Road East, Tipton. 


Let’s do 
what is 
best for 
Britain 

I READ the letters in the 
paper every day and rarely 
see any letters for staying in 
European Union. 

And now we are on the verge 
of getting gas by fracking 
(fracturing the ground). 

This could bring wealth to 
the UK, so before it all gets 
wasted going across the 
Channel, let’s get out of 
Europe. 

This country still has large 
amounts of coal that could 
be used for power stations. 
Why we bother with wind 
farms when we only con¬ 
tribute to global warming by 
1.4 per cent is beyond me, 
when India, the US and 
China are building power 
stations almost as fast as we 
can put up a wind turbine. 

Let’s get our economy 
back on track by doing 
what’s best for us. 

Richard Chance, 

Walk Lane, 

Wombourne. 



MIDLANDS LTD 

Sovereigns 

& Coin Collections 

WANTED 


Full Sovereign 
for this Week 
Only £238 


Prices paid on 02.01.13 

ANY COIN CAN BE VALUED 


BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) WALSALL WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

36 Vyse Street, Jewellery Old Square Jewellers 17 Market Place, Wednesbury 

Quarter, Birmingham B18 6JY 18 Old oquare, Walsall WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 554 8917 Tel: 01922 632952 Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.bowianglesmidlands.co.uk 




GOLD, SILVER & FOREIGN CURRENCY DEALERS 


W/Q BQDYT 

GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM,PALLADIUM, PRE 47 SILVER COINS, 
EURO NOTES, EURO COINS 

jBDQDGHS LJHE) ®C38 

(1 CARAT +) DIAMONDS, DIAMOND JEWELLERY & 
MELTING SERVICE 

9ct Gold.£11.95 per gram 

14ct Gold.£18.59 per gram 

18ct Gold.£23.90 per gram 

22ctGold.£29.21 per gram 

Full Sovereign.£239 each 

Full Kruggerand.£1010 each 

Platinum.£26.50 per gram 

Silver (.925).50p per gram 


fevs* We sell £1 = 1.20 Euros 
£100= 120 Euros 

EUROS We buy 100 Euros = £75.00 

Prices paid 27.1 2.12 We also buy €1 & €2 Euro coins 

ANY CURRENCY CAN BE ORDERED WITH NO COMMISSION 


WE BUY AND SELL ALL DOLLARS 


____ We sell £1 = $1.58 
DOLLARS We buy $100 = £62.50 

Prices correct at time of printing but subject to daily change 


BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) 

36 Vyse Street, Jewellery 
Quarter, Birmingham B18 6JY 

Tel: 0121 554 8917 


WALSALL WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

Old Square Jewellers 17 Market Place, Wednesbury 

18 Old Square, Walsall WS10 7AY 

Tel: 01922 632952 Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


I.D. 

Required 

Working in association 
with W.M. Police 
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0121 552 2903 


24 Langley High Street, Oldbury B69 4SL 

FREE PARKING l 


CLUB NEWS 


soioisflr? Cheque handed out 

fine voice to Promise Dreams 

at service 


WEST 
MIDLANDS 
FEDERATION OF 
TOWNSWOMEN 


THE West Midlands Federa¬ 
tion of Townswomen’s 
Guilds held its annual carol 
service on December 8 at St 
Thomas’s Church Stour¬ 
bridge. 

The service was well 
attended and enjoyed by the 
congregation. 

Chairman Margaret 
Brookes welcomed invited 
guests the Lady Mayoress of 
Dudley, Michelle Mottram 
and the Federation Presi¬ 
dent Jan Wynn. 

Lay minister Hilary 
Savage led the service and 
the organist was John 
Payne. 

Wollaston Guild choir and 
their soloist Ann Tomlinson 
sang a selection of seasonal 
hymns and carols. Also ‘Les 
Oiseaux’ a local choir from 
Brierley Hill sang their 
selection of carols. 

The Federation chairman 
Margaret Brookes thanked 
everyone for attending and 
invited them to the Church 
Hall for tea and mince pies 
following the service. 

We hope everyone had a 
very Merry Christmas. We 
would also like to take the 
opportunity to wish every¬ 
one a Happy and healthy 
New Year from everyone 
within the West Midlands 
Federation along with our 
good wishes for 2013. 



Previous chairman Isabel Mason with Amy Johnson, from Promise Dreams 


THE club held its Christmas meeting on 
December 10. Entertainment was provided 
by club members Sylvia Aston and Isabel 
Mason who are both trained singers and 
sang Christmas carols and songs from the 
shows. 

The members were invited to join in and 
did so with gusto. Another club member 
Jean Davies gave a humorous Christmas 


HIGHGATE LADIES 
PROBUS CLUB 


reading. During the meeting a cheque for 
£100 was presented to Amy Johnson a rep¬ 
resentative from Promise Dreams, the 
chosen charity of last year’s chairman 
Isabel Mason, and which supports sick chil¬ 
dren. 


Members in festive mood 


MEMBERS were in festive 
mood at the December 
meeting. 

Four guests were wel¬ 
comed and Josie Smith was 
thanked for providing lovely 
seasonable floral arrange¬ 
ments. 

It emerged that work had 
begun on building a well for 


K’FORD 

TOWNSWOMEN 


a family in Cambodia. When 
completed it will bear a pla¬ 
que with the guild’s name. 

Following the necessary 
business the various sec¬ 
tions announced their forth¬ 


coming events. Mince pies 
and mulled wine were then 
served ahead of the main 
event. 

Catherine Tabener and 
her accompanist Ian Cham¬ 
berlain entertained with 
songs from the shows and 
some seasonable numbers. 
Kath Turner gave thanks. 



STUNNING RIAIWOOD 
& BEAUTIFUL LAMINATE FLUGRING 


SEE WEBSITE FOR STORE RETAILS 

shop 24/i www.floors2go.co.uk 


HALESOWEN 1 

Unit 5-6 
Mucklow Hill 
Trading Estate, 
MuckTow Hill, 
Halesowen, 
B62 8DF 
Tel: 0121504 3720 



HALESOWEN 2 

93 Dudley Road, 
Halesowen, 
Birmingham 
B63 3NS 

Tel: 0121550 5221 



DUDLEY 

100 Birmingham Rd., 
Dudley, 

DY1 4RF 

Tel: 01384 237 000 



WOLVERHAMPTON 


Unit B, 

Fox’s Lane, 
Wolverhampton 
WV11PA 

Tel: 01902 313414 



ALSO AT SHELDON, ERDINGTON, NEWTOWN, CANNOCK 
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Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock 

3 Seater electric recliner 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock! 

2 Seater electric recliner 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen only In stock! 

Chair electric recliner 
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DEVINE COLLECTION 
DEXTER 

Attractive in looks and comfortable to srt on. 
The deep, sumptuous arm pads offer extra 
support for elbows and lower arms. Get it in 
time for Christmas wrth immediate delivery! 
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Pair put 
in effort 
to land 
an award 

TWO members of Wednes- 
bury Youth Council, Aimee 
Smallman and Louise 
Swinfen, won an award at 
the 2012 Changing Our 
Lives Awards. 

The Love and Laughter 
award, being given for the 
first time, was in memory of 
the late Liz Mabley, who 
worked for the local commu¬ 
nity in Sandwell for many 
years. 

Aimee and Louise were 
honoured for the work they 
have been doing as the 
driving force behind 
Wednesbury Youth Council. 

They also volunteered to 
support the council’s young 
people’s services at the 
Sandwell Community Show 
at Sandwell Valley in 
August. 

Councillor Linda Horton, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for leisure services, 
said: “I am delighted that 
Aimee and Louise have been 
recognised for their wonder¬ 
ful efforts and I am certain 
that Liz Mabley would have 
been very proud of them.” 


Raise concerns 

PEOPLE in the Cradley 
Heath and Old Hill area can 
hear from the council and 
police, and raise any con¬ 
cerns at a neighbourhood 
forum meeting on January 9 
from 6.30pm to 8pm at the 
Cradley Heath Salvation 
Army building in Meredith 
Street, Cradley Heath. 


Appeal made to help 
honour unsung heroes 


THE search is on again for 
young people in Sandwell who 
are shining stars in their com¬ 
munities. 

Professionals working with young 
people are being encouraged to nominate 
teenagers who deserve recognition for 
their achievements. 

The Sandwell Teenagers Achieve 
Recognition (STAR) accolades will cele¬ 
brate the hard work and dedication of the 
borough’s teenagers. 

The awards aim to honour young 
people who have made great personal 
achievements or contributed to society. 

Young people are also encouraged to 
nominate adults who they feel have gone 
the extra mile to support them, whether 
that is a teacher, youth worker, learning 
mentor or organisation. 

Ceremony 

The nomination categories are: Young 
Carer Award; Volunteering Award; Edu¬ 
cation Award; Sports Award; Performing 
Arts; Anti-Bullying Award; Bravery and 
Courage; Adult Star; Long Service Dedi¬ 
cation Award; Star of Sandwell. 

The awards ceremony, by invitation 
only, will take place on March 22 from 
6pm- 11pm. 

A search is also on for talented young¬ 
sters to perform at the event. The enter¬ 
tainers will include young people who 
have been nominated for the performing 
arts award. 

The closing date for nominations is 
5pm on January 25. 

For more information on the awards 
and nominations, and for a nomination 
form, log on to www.justyouth.org.uk 


Aladdin promises night of family fun 



Abanazer played by Michael Crump casts a spell over unsuspecting Aladdin, alias Toni Bird 


ALADDIN is about to land 
his magic carpet on the 
Oldbury Rep stage for a tra¬ 
ditional pantomime. 

The hero will try to outwit 
the evil Abanazer and his 
unusual allies, a group of 
grumpy aliens from a 
distant galaxy. 

With the help of the 
Genies of the Lamp and of 
the Ring, Aladdin battles for 
fame and fortune so that he 
can marry the Emperor’s 
daughter, Princess Jasmine. 

It was written by Oldbury 
Rep’s Doreen Bastable, of 
Halesowen, who is celebrat¬ 
ing 70 years as a member of 
the company - and she has 
been chairman for 36 years. 

The production runs from 
January 11 to 19, with mati¬ 
nees on Saturday January 
12 and 19, and January 13, 
at 2.30pm. Evening per¬ 
formances start 7.30pm. 

Tickets are still available 
for Monday to Thursday 
evenings with a few left for 
weekend performances. 

Tickets are £9, conces¬ 
sions £8. 

Ring the theatre box office 
on 0121 552 2761. 


Campaign 
on flu jab 
is stepped 
up by film 

HEALTH campaigners in 
Sandwell have released a 
video urging people to get a 
flu jab this winter. 

The Sandwell Primary 
Care Trust and Sandwell 
Council want to ensure 
those who are most vulnera¬ 
ble protect themselves and 
others by being vaccinated 
against flu. 

Pregnant women, people 
over 65, and those with a 
long-term health condition, 
should get the jab as soon as 
possible, say the experts. 

Healthcare workers, 
carers, and parents of chil¬ 
dren aged six months or 
older who are in an at-risk 
group should also have the 
jab. 

Those living in a residen¬ 
tial or nursing home should 
be vaccinated to prevent the 
rapid spread of flu among 
residents. 

Sandwell’s director of 
public health John Middle- 
ton said: “Flu can be very 
serious, especially for those 
who are at risk of complica¬ 
tions.” 

To see the video, log on to 
http ://www.youtube- 
nocookie . com/embed/2 Vi_9e 
rat7E?rel=0 


Eyesore land 

RESIDENTS have com¬ 
plained about an eyesore 
patch of land near Suther¬ 
land Road, Cradley Heath. 
One said that there was an 
“immense amount of 
rubbish” there. 
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Slimmi 
World 


because.... 
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group near you today... 


ROWLEY REGIS LEARNING CAMPUS 

CURRAL ROAD 
ROWLEY REGIS 
B65 OAN 

TUESDAYS 7.30PM 
TEL: KENTON 07982 408088 

WARLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

CASTLE ROAD EAST 

OLDBURY 

B68 9BJ 

TUESDAYS 5.30PM AND 7.30PM 
TEL CONSULTANT JANE : 0121 686 0706 

BRANDHALL 

KINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OAKTREE CENTRE 
TAME ROAD 
B68 OJP 

THURSDAYS 5.30PM AND 7.00PM 
TEL CONSULTANT DAWN : 07859010175 


BLACKHEATH CENTRAL 
METHODIST CHURCH 

HIGH STREET 
BLACKHEATH 
B65 ODR 

WEDNESDAYS 10.00AM, 4.00PM AND 6.00PM 

NEW SESSION TIMES 

TEL CONSULTANT ANN: 0121 422 3296 

SAINSBURYS 

FREETH STREET 
OLDBURY 
B69 3DB 

TUESDAYS 6.00PM AND 7.15PM 
TEL CONSULTANT ANN: 0121 422 3296 

LANGLEY 

ST. JOHNS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
ST. JOHNS ROAD 
B68 8LD 

NEW SESSION TIMES MONDAYS 5:30OPM 
AND 7.30PM 

NEW MORNING GROUP TUESDAYS 9.30 AM 
TEL CONSULTANT KERRIE: 07923 129816 


* Half price 
membership until 


CRADLEY 

NETHEREND CENTRE 
MOGUL LANE 
B63 2QQ 

SATURDAYS 9.00AM AND 10.30 AM 
TEL CONSULTANT AMANDA: 07862 274058 


TIVIDALE 

ST MICHAELS CHURCH 
TIVIDALE ROAD 
B69 2LQ 

WEDNESDAYS 7.00PM 
TEL KENTON: 07982 408088 


28 March 2013 


c Slimmin 


0844 897 8000 

www.slimmingworld.com 


EWORLD 


because you’re amazing 


CAPRICORN INTERIORS 



OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE 


PALERMO LEATHER SUITE 
Special New Year Offer 

£299 to our first customer 
then £399.99 



MAILABLE 

DAVINCI SUITE 3+2 
Special New Year Offer 

£299 to our first customer 
then £349.99 




OUR JANUARY SALES NOW ON 


THE REAL SALE WHERE SALE PRICES ARE EVEN LOWER 

Fabric Corner Suites .from £279.99 Faux Leather Bed Frames.from £79.99 I 

Faux Leather Suites........from £299.99 3ft Single Beds.from £49.99 

Indus Corner Suite 1st customer ..£299.99 then £349.99 (selected colours) One Only Metal Bunk Bed with 2 mattresses ...£149.99 

_ LOTS MORE OFFERS IN STORE _I 


33 Birmingham Street, \ 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 344 4440 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 12 Noon-4pm 

\ Small Deposit Secures Price 



Short breaks, holidays and 
long haul adventures to 
destinations near and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 
self-drive and air 


star i extra travel 


See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 
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MARK WEBSTER LINEA 

The Mark Webster Dining Furniture from the 
Kember Range contains stunning collection of 
tables, chairs and furniture. Each piece of 
furniture will look modern in any home. 


www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 


massive 

savings 

at Brian James 

furnishings this new year! 


distinctive style 

and taste... 

only at Brian James furnishings $ 


dining ranges 

available for Immediate 

delivery! 


“AW 




QUADRA SLIDER ROBE 

The Quadra 2 door sliding wandnobe is available in a 
black & white, and will suit that modem bedroom style 
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.. ^<3 Health and 
Fitness Centre 





The affordable gym that caters for 
everyone regardless of age or fitness 

(all classes supervised) 

/ivttittfii 

£ 3.50 Entry 

Non members £6 



GjjMigiainna 

Monday 9am-7pm Tuesday 9am-9pm 
Wednesday 9am-9pm Thursday 9am-8pm 
Friday 9am-8pm Saturday/Sunday 10am-12noon 



& Dudley 


It’s time to do something 

16-18 year olds 



* subject to eligibility 


Are you a member of a local voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event for a charity or 
a local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news stories for your local paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 01902 319 588 


NEWS 

The heat is on when it 
comes to thefts of oil 



Check the levels of your heating oil regularly, don’t wait until your system stops to find out oil has been stolen 


WITH the seemlingly end¬ 
lessly rising price of all types 
of fuel, including heating oil 
West Midlands homeown- 
wers are being warned to be 
vigilant as it may be an attrac¬ 
tive target for theft. 

Several recent incidents have seen 
thieves target quiet, rural communi¬ 
ties, siphoning fuel from oil storage 
tanks outside homes, leaving them 
with little or no fuel. 

Most victims have been completely 
unaware anything was wrong until 
their heating stopped working. 

The Oil Firing Technical Association 


(OFTEC) - the body representing the 
oil heating and cooking industry - 
urged homeowners to be aware and to 
take precautions to protect their oil. 
An OFTEC spokesman said: “Usually 
it’s only when people run out of oil and 
their heating stops that theft becomes 
apparent. Making a regular note of 
your oil levels and taking simple pre¬ 
ventative measures will help to make 
sure that you are not the victim.” 

OFTEC recommends people should: 

• Check the fuel levels regularly. 

•Lock the tank. Most tanks can be 
locked at the inspection cover. Alock- 
able filler cap can be retro-fitted. 

•Install security lighting around 
the tank. 


•Consider having an alarm which 
will warn if oil levels drop suddenly. 

•Be vigilant after a delivery - some 
distributors have said their delivery 
vehicles are followed. Thieves may also 
return to steal replacement oil follow¬ 
ing an initial theft. 

•Plant shrubs or use fence panels to 
hide the tank, but make sure any 
screening should be a minimum dis¬ 
tance away from the tank so it doesn’t 
cause a fire hazard. 

•Report any suspicious activity to 
the police. 

Theft of heating oil tends to be a 
rural problem and OFTEC estimates 
around 177,000 homes in the West 
Midlands rely on oil for heating. 


Take good care this winter Sandwell and West Birmingham 

Clinical Commissioning Group 


Advice on health care Minor illness or injury 


Serious injury, sudden severe 
illness or medical emergency 



Services at pharmacies include: 

• dispensing prescriptions and 
selling medicines only legally 
available from a pharmacy 

• expert confidential advice on 
treating many health problems 

• help in choosing the right 
over-the-counter medicine 

• advice about correct use of 
medicines 

• advice if you are unsure 
whether you need to see 
your GP 

• collection of repeat 
prescriptions from your 
doctor's surgery and delivery 
of medicines to your home 

• emergency contraception 
('morning-after' pill) from 
some pharmacies* 

• help in an emergency if you 
are unable to contact your 
GP and need prescription 
medication 

• extended opening hours 

♦Call NHS direct on 0845 46 47 for a list of 
chemists supplying the 'morning- after’ pill without 
prescription, including to the under 16s. 


Call NHS Direct 
0845 46 47 


Confidential nurse-led telephone 
helpline available 24hrs, every day 
of the year. The service includes: 

• experienced nurses who can 
recommend the best course 
of action if you are anxious 
about ill health 

• health information advisers 
who have details on a wide 
range of topics including the 
opening hours of local 
pharmacies and GP surgeries 
and how to get treatment for 
toothache 

• if necessary your call will be 
passed automatically to the 
999 services 

• language Line - a confidential 
telephone interpreting service 

Calls to NHS Direct are charged at 
local rates and for patients' safety 
all calls are recorded. 


NHS Direct: 0845 46 47 
textphone: 0845 606 46 47 



You can also get health 
information on the internet by 
visiting NHS Direct Online at 
www. n hsd i rect. nhs.uk 


Walk in Centre 



Walk-in centres for minor 
illnesses and injuries that do not 
need hospital treatment are at: 


Parsonage Street GP Led Health 
Centre, Parsonage Street, West 
Bromwich B71 4DL. 

Open 8am - 8pm, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year including the 
Christmas period and new year. 

Tel: 0121 612 3575. 

Summerfield Primary Care Centre, 
134 Heath Street, Winson Green, 
Birmingham B18 7AL. 

Open 8am - 8pm, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year including the 
Christmas period and new year. 

Tel: 0345 245 0769 

No appointment necessary. 

Advice and treatment for complaints 
including minor cuts, bruises, burns, 
scalds; muscle and joint injuries, 
coughs, colds: headaches; stomach 
ache, indigestion, constipation, 
vomiting and diarrhoea; ear, nose 
and throat problems; eye problems; 
skin complaints, head lice and 
nappy rash; genito-urinary 
complaints and pregnancy testing, 
'morning-after' pill and sexual 
health advice. 


Contact your GP or GP 
out of hours service 


GP Surgery 

For most medical problems 
phone your GP practice for 
advice or to make an 
appointment. You should 
expect to see a GP within 48 
hours. 

GPs visit patients at home only 
if they decide there is a medical 
need. If your surgery is closed 
and you need urgent advice or 
treatment call NHS Direct or the 
GP out-of-hours service. 



GP out-of-hours 


If you need help outside normal 
hours, phone your GP and follow 
the recorded advice. 

This service is for medical 
problems too urgent to wait until 
your own GP practice is next open. 

You will be given advice over 
the phone and if necessary 
arrangements will be made for 
you to be seen. 



A&E 

Only go to a hospital A&E 
department in the event of an 
accident or emergency. 

An emergency is a critical or 
life-threatening situation such as: 

• unconsciousness 

• suspected broken bones 

• heavy blood loss 

• suspected heart attack 

• deep wounds - such as a 
stab wound 

• breathing difficulties 

• chest pain 

• head injuries 

If you are unsure whether a health 
problem is an emergency needing 
A&E treatment then call your GP 
or NHS Direct for advice. 


Call 999 for 
the ambulance service 


999 ambulance 

Call 999 for an ambulance if the 
patient: 

• has had chest pains for more 
than 15 minutes 

• is not breathing/is having 
difficulty breathing/is choking 

• is unconscious 

• is bleeding heavily 

• is in severe abdominal pain 

• bleeding from the vagina and 
could be pregnant 

• is in the final stages of labour 

• may have had a stroke, fit or 
convulsion 

• may have taken an overdose 

• has severe burns 

• has suspected head or spinal 
injuries 

• has had a severe allergic 
reaction 

Further instructions will be given 
over the phone by a specially 
trained call taker and, if 
appropriate, an ambulance 
will be sent. 
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brands event! 

EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS ON WELL-KNOWN BRANDS 




G Plan Washington 3 seater fabric sofa RRP £1381 

Our Sale Price £1035 NOW ONLY £966 


PLAN 



Duresta Mayfair 3 seater classic back sofa. SRP £2499 Ercol Artisan Large extending table. RRP £1585 Vi-Spring Elite Double (4’6" x 6’3") divan. RRP £2175 

Our Sale Price £1995 NOW ONLY £1874 Our Sale Price £1268 NOW ONLY £1188 Our Sale Price £1739 NOW ONLY £1631 


EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL THESE WELL-KNOWN BRANDS - ENDS SUNDAY! 


Parker Knoll 


NATHAN 


COLLINS and HAYES 

FURNITURE 


ercol 


(OUidjitvm 


WILLIS®.GAMBIER 

Furniture designed for life 


PLUS FANTASTIC SALE SAVINGS ON ALL CTEMPUR THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO INVEST IN QUALITY 


MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 


BUY WITH Vo3 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


WELCOME TO YOUR LOCAL FURNITURE VILLAGE: 


Gallagher Retail Park, Junction 9 M6 

Wednesbury 

WS10 9QY Tel: 0121 502 7960 


Solihull Gate Retail Park, Marshall Lake Road 

Shirley Solihull 
B90 4BA Tel: 0121 506 8680 


Telford Forge Retail Park, Colliers Way 

Telford 

TF3 4AG Tel: 01952 213170 

Open: Wednesday - Friday 9.30am-8pm. Saturday 9am-6pm. Sunday 11am-5pm. 

furniturevillage.co.uk 

tCash price £2400, deposit £240,36 monthly payments of £60 = £2160. Total payable £2400. Subject to status. Written quotation on request. Licensed Credit Brokers - Slough, SL1 4DX. RRP=Recommended Retail Price. SRP=Suggested Retail Price. Scatter cushions optional extras. Headboards optional extras. 


FURNITURE 

BRAND LEADERS 
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Decision 
on homes 
scheme is 
imminent 

A DECISION on a contro¬ 
versial scheme to build 175- 
homes in village near 
Stourbridge will be made 
next week - after the origi¬ 
nal outcome was deferred. 

Hundreds of residents in 
Hagley have protested 
against the plans by Cala 
Homes. 

They have also marched 
on the home of landowner 
Lord Cobham to air con¬ 
cerns that the influx of new 
families would push village 
services beyond breaking 
point. Many attended a plan¬ 
ning committee meeting on 
December 3. 

But the meeting at Broms- 
grove District Council had to 
be cancelled after a barrister 
who was acting on behalf of 
both Clent and Hagley 
parish councils presented 
documentation to the com¬ 
mittee members. 

It claimed that, because 
the land was earmarked to 
be removed from the green 
belt for development, a 
public forum would need to 
rule upon whether it was 
economically, socially and 
environmentally “sustain¬ 
able” before any planning 
application was decided. 

Now Bromsgrove District 
Council will discuss the 
plans on January 7 and The 
chairman of Hagley Parish 
Council has urged residents 
to turn out to a meeting. 

Steve Colella said: “The 
objections have been loud 
and clear - over 1,400 letters 
of objection and a 4,000- 
name petition can’t all be 
wrong.” 


Seven super slimmers see in 
the New Year as new men 


THESE Magnificent Seven 
super slimmers saw the 
New Year in as new men. 

By swapping fatty foods for fresh 
fruit and veg the Black Country 
seven lost more than 40st between 
them. 

Carer and chef Glen Willetts, 
aged 52, of Cradley Heath, lost 
more than 8st and lost 12ins from 
his waistline after being referred to 
a slimming class by his doctor two 
years ago. 

Changes to his lifestyle includ¬ 
ing switching to skimmed milk, 
eating plenty of vegetables and 
healthy breakfasts. 

He said: “I feel a lot better, and I 
love being able to buy more fash¬ 
ionable clothes.” 

He was tipping the scales at 22st 
71b but now weighs 13st lOlbs. 

Swimming 

Father-of-seven Keith Darnley, 
aged 52, of Hasbury, Halesowen, 
had to use a mobility scooter before 
deciding to lose weight. 

But after dropping more than 
8st he goes swimming and walking, 
and took part in the Halesowen 
Fun Run. 

He said he swapped McDonalds 
breakfasts for cereals with yogurt 
and fruit or wholemeal toast with 
mushrooms and tinned tomatoes. 
He used to weigh 22st 101b but now 
weighs 14st 31b. 

Hospitality operations manager 
Kevin Herbert, aged 39, of 
Quinton, lost 4st after joining 
Slimming World. He said: “Losing 
the weight has given me more con- 



Keith Darnley, 52 


Glen Willetts, 52 


Adrian Harper, 40 


Chris Heathcock, 42 
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Kevin Herbert, 39 



Jonathan Lowe, Kevin Herbert, Adrian Harper, Glen Willetts, Keith Darnley, David Lacey, 
and Chris Heathcock have lost 40 stone between them at slimming classes 

fidence.” He added: I am consider- got to his target weight in 11 and pasties at lunch, to soups and 
ing a triathlon next year.” months by eating more healthily salads. He went from 19st 121bs to 

He dropped from 20st 111b to and exercising. He said: “I’m so 14st 121bs. 

16st lOlbs. m uch more active now. I’ve even Electrical engineer Adrian 

Steelworker Chris Heathcock, "•>. with T daugh - Hal 'P«' ^ 4 ?, °fj^.y, Hale- 

aged 42, of Hob Green, Stour! ters Caitlm and Lauren, 
bridge lost 4st 2.51bs. His waistline Architect Jonathan Lowe, 

went from 44 ins to 34. He joined aged 31, of Halesowen, lost 5st. He 


David Lacey, 60, who 
lost four stones 


Jonathan Lowe, 31, 
lost five stones 


sowen, lost 4st lib. He said: 
like a different person. 


T feel 


David Lacey, aged 60, of 
Oldswinford, cut down on white 
bread and beer to lose more than 
4st. His weight dropped from 17st 
91bs to 12st 121bs. 

Kerry Morgan of Slimming 
World, said: “These men are our 


Slimming World in January and switched from cheese sandwiches now weighs 14st. 


He used to weigh 18st lib but Magnificent Seven. We are very 


proud of their achievements.” 


Students 
box clever 
with help 
for school 


BUDDING engineers at a 
Cradley Heath school have 
created a series of interac¬ 
tive boxes to help pupils at a 
special school find their way 
round their building. 

The students from Ormis- 
ton Forge Academy, Wrights 
Lane, presented the boxes to 
Meadows Sport College, 
Oldbury, at a recent cere¬ 
mony. 

The boxes use literacy 
symbols to depict a room’s 
function, along with an 
engraving of the room’s 
name and a button to press 
to hear it. 

Forge students also 
decided to use the Dudley 
Road school’s colours on the 
boxes along with an 
engraved logo. 

Meadows principal 
Gordon Phillips said: “For 
our students, to be able to 
find and identify rooms and 
areas in the school is a learn¬ 
ing experience. 

“These boxes will have a 
huge impact on the lives of 
the children at our school.” 

Ormiston principal And¬ 
rew Burns said: “The oppor¬ 
tunity to do something like 
this with a real life purpose 
has made a difference to 
both schools. 

“They are now starting to 
work together to the benefit 
of both, and we will be doing 
more.” 

Forge student Usama 
Meraj demonstrated the 
boxes to the group. 

She said the boxes would 
help the students to develop. 



# * 



smarted re repair limited 


New electrical gift? 

Donate your old to help 
save lives 


Drop in to your nearest store 
or call for free collection** 

• Docking stations & DAB radios 

• Digital photo frames 

• Kettles & toasters 

• Cameras & camcorders 

• Blenders & food processors 

• Coffee & tea makers 

• TVs & DVD players 

• CD players 

British Heart Foundation 
Furniture & Electrical Stores 
Cape Hill Retail Park 
Smethwick B664PH 
0844 499 4170* 

9-10 Farley Centre, Princess Parade 
High Street, West Bromwich B70 7QU 
0844 248 9139* 


Beating heaitpisease Together. 

**Free collection on small items is at the discretion of the Store Manager. Please don't be disappointed if we are unable to accept items for reasons of safety 
or quality. Our van drivers will make the final decision on any donations collected. * Calls cost 6p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and 
mobiles may vary. Registered charity in England and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426) 



CALL NOW ON 

0121 520 7000 

• Wheel Refurbishment • Mobile Wheel Repairs 

• Complete Powder Coating • Pointless Dent Removal 

• Accident Damage • Bumper Scuffs & Scratches • Free Courtesy Cars 

3 Factory Road, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 9AU 

e: info:@smartcarerepair.co.uk www.smartcarerepair.co.uk 
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For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319898 
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there’s a sofa for everyone 
in the DFS winter sale 


The Replay 

3 seater sofa 


NOW 

£399 

Save £400 
After Sale £799 


£8.31 a month 

no deposit, no interest ever 



Handcrafted 
in Britain 



The Casino 3 seater sofa 


NOW £599 

Sale £899 After Sale £1199 


100% 

leather 





The Chess corner sofa 

NOW £1049 |i 

Sale £1449 After Sale £1849 leather 


massive savings today 



°b 

APR 


4 years interest free credit with 
nothing to pay for the first year 


REPRESENTATIVE 



Visit your nearest store, order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call free on 0800110 5000 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Replay 3 seater sofa, cushions included. No deposit with 4 years interest free credit. 48 equal monthly payments of £8.31. Or pay nothing for the first year then 36 equal monthly 
payments of £11.08. 0% APR. Total £399. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 years interest free credit 
from date of order. Delivery charges apply. Sale price applies from 04.02.13. After sale price applies from 25.02.13 - see instore or online for details. Mobile charges may apply 
when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 


Birmingham 0121 772 3619 Camp Hill Middleway B12 OHU 
Cannock 01543 574797 Longford Island WS11 1SH 

Droitwich 01905 775737 Roman Way Retail Park, Kidderminster Road WR9 9AY 
Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 11am to 5pm. 
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LIFESTYLE 

Savvy shopping tips to 
help survive the sales 



Remember, clothes are in the sale for a reason 


Make sure you try clothes on 


A__REAL JiEWSPA 

ON DESKTOP, IPAD OR IPHONE. 


ONLY £4.99 PER MONTH 
OR £1.49 PER WEEK. 


Get the Midlands Newspaper of the Year direct to your digital device. 
All the latest news and sport plus interactive features including video. 


WHEN the sales banners go up 
and the red price tags appear, 
it’s easy to get carried away. 

However, here’s your guide to a suc¬ 
cessful day at the bargain counter. 

BEFORE YOU SHOP 

• Keep a list of items you like or 
need, but you can’t afford at full price. 
Then you’ll know exactly where to look 
when the sales start. 

• If there’s a particular shop you’d 
like to visit, find out in advance when 
its sale starts. Some retailers hold early 
bird openings or sneak previews for 
loyalty card holders. 

If you sign up for a store card, 
however, make sure you read its terms 
and conditions. 


Every edition, updated within minutes of publication. 

GO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/DIGITAL-SUBSCRIBE 


L App store 


MNA Media 


• Do your homework by reading 
consumer reviews for any homewares 
or electronic items. Also, look out for 
future trends. If you know what kind of 
colours are likely to be big next year, 
you can look out for items in these 
colours on the sale rails. 

• Find out if any of the items you’re 
after will be available online. 


Some shops will have more of a selec¬ 
tion online than in-store and, if they 
offer free delivery, you’ll save on trans¬ 
port and parking costs. 

• If you are heading out to the shops, 
draft a battle-plan for the day. 

Work out where to park or get off the 
bus, which order to visit the shops, and 
when and where to stop for a refresh¬ 
ment break and sit-down. 

ITEMS TO LOOK OUT FOR 

IN THE JANUARY SALES 

• Trendy items are on the sale rail 
for a reason, so look instead for every¬ 
day basics; wardrobe essentials such as 
jeans, blazers and shirts. 

• Look out for toiletry gift sets. Once 
you’ve liberated them from their 
festive packaging these items might 
come in handy this year. 

• January sales are great for picking 
up cut-price bed linen, towels or 
duvets. Stick to bright whites which 
never go out of fashion. 

• Don’t just pile into the town 
centre, but stop by the garden centre or 
the home improvements superstore. 

• Stock up on next year’s Christmas 


cards, wrapping paper and ribbons at 
knock-down prices. Simple red or gold 
gift bags or paper can even be used 
throughout the year for birthday pres¬ 
ents or Valentine’s Day. 

• Check out the food hall of big 
department stores for fancy food or 
booze with a shelf-life. A Christmas 
cake can be frozen and re-iced for 
Easter. 

• Stocking filler DVD films and box 
sets will be cut-price come January, so 
buy some for birthday presents 

• Buy clothes and shoes your kids 
can grow into. Children’s clothing is 
more timeless and practical 

BACK AT HOME 

You may want to collapse on the sofa 
and put your feet up, but being organ¬ 
ised at this stage is also crucial. Most 
pressing is to try on any sale clothes 
you’ve bought. You may decide you 
don’t like them after all. 

• Be honest with yourself. If there’s 
anything you’re not going to use or 
wear, take it back while you still know 
where the receipt is. 



r STORE ! 
r up to 
. HALE PRICE 
on selected 
items 


Beat the Credit Crunch at: 

AII.SeasonSsDIY. 


56-58 High Street Smethwick, 
West Midlands. B66 IDS 

Tel: 0121 558 4711 

To Dl'I.Y for A a. \ a 


WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS TRADING FOR OVER 40 YEARS 
SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 


ROBBIE 
' WILLIAMS 


Wednesday, June 19 
Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
Day excursion from £99. 95 

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London's 
02 Arena in November, Robbie Williams is to 
perform at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium next 
June. 

One of the world’s most successful recording 
artists, with a record 17 Brit Awards, 10 UK 
number one albums and seven UK number one 
singles including Angels and Millennium, the 
Take That star is expected to perform tracks 
from his recent album Take the Crown, which 
went straight in at number one along with its 
lead single Candy, the fast-selling male artist 
single of 2012. 

Book with Omega for a chance to see two of the UK’s 
biggest stars on the same bill in one of the highlight shows of 
2013. Oily Murs is special guest. Let them entertain you! 


Price includes: 

• General Admision (unreserved seats or standing) for the concert 
at the Etihad Stadium, Manchester 

• Return coach travel from selected pick-up points 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


To book call 01524 37500 and quote WOL 
or go to www.starextra.concert.travel 
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Up to 3 year’s free credit on everything 




7 v The advert is 

APR price £4,500 

REPRESENTATIVE 


WEDNESBURY 


Black Country New Road 


0121 556 2552 

Black Country Road Roundabout 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK f J ) 


OTHER STORES 

Walsall 

Reedswood Retail Park 01922 646 969 

Wolverhampton 

Bentley Bridge Retail Park 
01902 721 112 

Oldbury 

Granada Trading Estate 0121 552 0194 


©reams 


For a great night's sleep 


copyright of Dreams Pic 2013. Intervening price £249 applied 24th-30th December 2012. Mattresses and bedding on bedsteads are extra. 3 for 2 on bedroom furniture - cheapest item free. Up to 3 year’s free credit representative example. Cash 
less 20% deposit of £900. Then 36 monthly payments of £100 (0% APR). Total amount of credit £3,600, total amount payable £4,500. Finance subject to status, indemnities may be required. See in-store for full details. 
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MajorStockistsofall KitchenAppliances, 
including Washing Machines, Fridges, 
Freezers, Vacuums, Microwaves, 
Televisions, Dishwashers, Fires etc 


WMl 




2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF CS ££■ 

Telephone 0121 505 01 08 

www.westm id landselect rica Is u perstore.com 


Making Your Money 

HomeCare For YOU & YOUR 

PIUS Community 


Call Now for Affordable Quotes on all Aspects of 
Home Maintenance & Commercial Contracts 

• Buildings / Ground Maintenance 
• Fencing / Slabbing 
• School Contracts 

All Staff are Enhanced CRB Checked 

0121 558 5956 

w ww.l ifeworku k.com 
enquiries @homecareplus.uk.com 


Flora WOMlEaSaW 


High Street | West Bromwich, West Midlands | B70 6JT 
Tel/Fax: 0121 553 4116 



Professional 

Guttering 

Cleaning 

Services 

Domestic & Commercial 

Using the latest technology system in 
vacuum gutter cleaning 
Blocked guttering & down pipes 
cause damp problems 
Free Quotations, Please Phone 


Tel: 07880 604282 / 01902 490943 


Pennington Insurance 
Brokers Ltd. 

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 
Moroo - MOMf - riMMFd - CCMUMfAfuU 
COV£n JAILOR MADE fOR YOU . 

TEL: 0121 557 6728 

email: PvnninKtoni^btionnvct.iom 
K, Own rpw». MWlf MttfWldl C ItA nw 


Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 am-12 n< 


/Cara, Light' 

H | y-.» (Commercials 

V Mini 

ALL MAKES, SERVICING & Xguses 

MECHANICAL REPAIRS **S. 

PETROL AND DIESEL ^- 


Tel/Fax: 0121 502 5922 - 
07831 394973 
s.d-l@tiscali.co.uk 


r * 


Unit 3, Potters Lane \ 

Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 OAS 


MoT’s fromr 

£30 

NO retest fee/ 



INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRE S ^8. FIREPLACES 

Be inspired 


NOW INTRODUCING SOLID FUEI 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm 
Showroom: 

404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 


LIQUOR 

STORE 



Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 


334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 1 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB I 330 POUND ROAD 

0 0121-552 3270 OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 8NQ 

H J National Lottery available at this store \ 0 0121-544 2719 

AfXNV OFFERS IN STOFtE 

All major credit cards accepted 


AVP 


Videography and 

‘Dazvn fMolina 

weddings Photography 

All Day Photography and Videography £1300 

“A photo will capture the memory, 
video will bring it baclc to life” 
Full coverage of your special day, beautiful, 
fun and affordable. 

Call Dawn or Peter for full details 
on 07805 039391 or 0121 240 7604 
www.dmolinaphotography.co.ukwww.avpweddings.co.uk 


FUNCTION ROOM HIRE 


• Private Parties • Weddings 

• Funerals • Engagements 

• Birthdays (no 18th Parties) 

TIPTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

0121 557 4136 


GREETS GREEN MOT CENTRE 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS 

MoT While u wait 

FREE MOT with every full service 


MoT Repairs undertaken 
FREE re-test within 10 days!!! 


Unit 1 Belper Enterprise Park, Greets Green Road, West Bromwich 

0121 5251566*07717 085498 


INDIAN CONTEMPORARY RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY 


76 Woodgreen Road, Wednesbury WS10 9QW 
Tel: 0121 502 2218 / 07878 789450 DAYTIME 


DUDLEY ROAD 

WE© 

i Pari worn and new lyres at low prices!" 

141 Dudley Road East B69 3DU 

Tel: 0121 544 9386 


property solutions 


Gas & Plumbing 

• Repair, install and maintain gas and heating appliances 

• Bathroom 

• Kitchens 

• Utility rooms also undertaken 

. CALL 07830 381506 

Established family run business 
Reliable, honest and friendly service 
www.atlasps.co.uk 


56 Cape Hill, Smethwick, 

West Midlands B66 4PB 

♦ Ladies only ♦ Waxing & Threading 

♦ Laser Hair Removal ♦ Bridal Packages 

♦ Skin Care Treatments ♦ Open 7 days a week 

Telephone: 0121 558 7555 


WE SUPPLY AND FIT 
ALL TYPES OF FENCING 

* FREE QUOTES ★ 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


cm 

HEATING & PLUMBING WHOLESALERS 


Open to the trade 
and public 

* BOILERS 
* RADIATORS 

* COPPER PIPE AND FITTINGS 
r SPEEDFIT PIPE AND FITTINGS 
* BATH SUITES 

0121 553 7418 

1A OVEREND STREET 
WEST BROMWICH 
B70 6EY 



Best Prices paid 
for Non-Ferrous 
Metals! 


SCRAP METAL WANTED 

0121 552 7348 - Open 7 days a week 
Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm 
Saturday/Sunday 8am - 2pm 

Parsonage Street, Oldbury B69 4PH 


Cash 4 Clothes 


GET INSTANT CASH 
FOR ALL YOUR OLD 
CLOTHES AND RAGS 

We Buy:- * Clothing * Soft Toys 
* Shoes and handbags 

Telephone 0121 5527348 



BROMLEY CARPETS™ 


• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Massive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 

• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

t And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 

XLLL. IVJTl-JOD 

cded/ ~r 
£VI/7/7S 
T\ CCEE* EED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 
1 1*7- 11 07956 308581 
Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 


|T K Products 

Residential & 
Flatroof Specialists 
Call now for no 
obligation quotation 
07588 428221 
0121 520 7710 



5 . We bb & Son Ltd . 

N _ An Independent Family Firm Since 1894 _ 

O Private Chapels of Rest 

O Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
O Floral Tributes Available O Horse Drawn Carriage Specialists 

The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that 
they have no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 

17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
St James House, Hill Top West Bromwich B70 OPU 
• Church Street DarlastonWSlO 8DU 


CHRO 
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NICLE _ 


mna media 




cm 

ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS 


open to the trade 
and public 

• CCTV EQUIPMENT 
•LAMPS AND TUBES 
•CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 
•DOMESTIC LIGHTING 
•HOUSE AND FIRE ALARMS 

0121 525 6065 

25-27 Bull Street Ringway 
West Bromwich, B70 6EU 


Keep 


100 ' 


comp 1 


,r lose 


your fault? 

Your claim 

of y<> ur will be handled 
,ensation by friendly 

Ld® on l f J specialist 
™ ^ tsMm solicitors who 
are local to you. 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

www.middletondummer.co.uk 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 
High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, 
Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


igsSqus 
topping Cen 

msm 

You know where , 
its all at / 

„40 shops, a A 
(Market Hall & 

I Central Cafe Rreo 
[under one roof 

k great 
Jo shop 

Opening Times: Mon-Sat 7.00am - 6.30pm Sun - 10.00am ° 


RFC Furniture 


78 - 82 Walsall Street 
Wednesbury 
WS10 9EN 

0121 502 0938 


The Complete Home Furniture 


Now Registering NHS Dental Patients 

The Bridge Park NHS Dental Practice, West Bromwich 
Call 0330 123 9118 to Secure Your Place 



EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE DAILY 


• Opening Times 

9 am - 6 pm Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
9 am - 8 pm Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 
9 am -1 pm Saturday 


pnmecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


NHS 


• Come and meet 
our friendly team - 

Call in to find out 
more or book an 
appointment 

• NHS Dentistry is 

FREE for children 
and people on low 
incomes 

• NHS Registrations 

Now Available 


The Bridge Park Dental Practice at Unit 12, Great Bridge St, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 0EN 
Call 0330 1239118 or email bridgeparkdental@nhs.net www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 



smartcare repair limited 


10% Discount (Quote Chronicle) 
Wheel Refurbishment 
Mobile Wheel Repairs 
Complete Powder Coating, 
Pointless Dent Removal 
Accident Damage 
Bumper Scuffs & Scratches 
Free Courtesy Cars 




3 Factory Road | Tipton | West Midlands | DY4 9AU 
e: info@smartcarerepair.co.uk | www.smartcarerepair.co.uk 


Call us now on 0121 520 7000 


FuJIy Qualified & 

l 


*3 



CHOLMONDELEY CASTLE 
GARDENS CHESHIRE 

Gardens open April to September 

tel-01829 720383 

www.cholmondeleycastle.com 

Cholmondeley Castle, 
Malpass,Cheshire,SY14 8AH 


Friendly Staff 

Creative Cutting...Colouring 
Is Our Speciality 

Book now for an appointment ' I 

0121 552 2903 

24 LANGLEY HIGH STREET, OLDBURY B69 4SL 
pFREE PARKIIM G ] 


SALES 
SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Access and Scaffold Towers 
Pressure Washers 
Lighting • Heating/Gas • Drills and Breakers 

Unit 59, Percy Business Park 
Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2RE 

0121 552 4969 

www.batestoolhire.co.uk 




JB 


S6RVIC6S 


Gas, Plumbing & Electrics 

James Brazier 

„ Tel: 07951 269693 

© Email: idds2002@yahoo.com 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Plastering, kitchens & bathrooms * Installations, Servicing & Breakdowns 

Minor Building Work • Landlord Safety Certificates 


FULL RANGE OF 
FURNITURE, BEDS, 
MATTRESSES, SUITES, 
CARPETS & STATUES 


33 Birmingham Street, \ 

Oldbury Town Centre \ Open Mon-Sat 

B69 4DY 10am-5.30pm 

0121 544 4449 J Sunday 12 Noon-4pm -i 
www.capricorninteriors.co.uk/ Small Deposit Secures Price J 



RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


,MINI/MIDI, 

SKIPS 

( 0121^520 3388 
07721 387990 


a 


Telephone ■ Established 

#1 K 58 LJjm 21,ears 

DOMESTICS 

Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 oid waisaii Road, New and Reconditioned 

Great Barr, AppUdllCeS dV(lil(lble 

Birmingham 

AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


rCfinmna® 


m SPECIALISTS IN CLUTCHES, 

GEAR BOXES, EXHAUSTS, BRAKES & SERVICES 

^ ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN ^ 
Open: Mon-Thu 9:00 am-5.00 pm 
. Fri 9:00 am-4:00 pm . 'W r 

^ "pp Sat 9:00 am-12.00 pm ^ ^ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Affordable 

Conservatories 

- Windows & Doors • 

Call Now For No Obligation Quotation 
01902 566832 


V 

Building and Plumbing Specialist 

30 years experience - 

All aspects of work undertaken 
Free estimates, no call out charge 


m 9662320 


" Big enough to cope, 

small enough to care" _ 


ier one Roof 




www.affordablewindows.info 


All Roofing Repairs 
and Replacements 
Lead Flashing and Canopies 
•Roofing Carpentry 
•Loft Conversions 
•All Roofing Windows 
also: UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Tel/Fax: 0121 530 0155 
Mobile: 07960 314507 
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Ideal For All 


Located at the Independent Living Centre 
in Smethwick, Ideal for All is a Sandwell 
based charity run by and for disabled 
people. 

Ideal for All provides a range of services to promote independent 
living and good health & wellbeing. Call in or contact us if you 
need help and advice on any disability related issues. If you are 
disabled or a carer for someone with disabilities we are here to 
help you. 


How we can help 
Information and equipment 

Ideal for All has a friendly and helpful information service giving you advice on all kinds 
of disability related issues. Our equipment duty service is available every weekday 
morning from 10.00 to12.00, providing specialist advice and equipment. Our occupational 
therapist can help assess, maintain and improve your independence. Ideal for All also 
offers support, advice and a range of equipment for people that are deaf or hard of 
hearing. 

Are you on Direct Payments? (cash payments in lieu of social services care) 

Need support with: 

• Recruiting carers? 

• Employment support? 

• Payroll? 

• Managing finance? 

Then please contact Ideal for All’s Self Directed Support Service 

If you have to pay for your care, at a small cost, we can still support you with any of 
the above. 





Employment and Skills 

Ideal for All offers a wide range of free courses including advice and support to help you 
gain work by brushing up your skills and improving your qualifications. 

Ideal for All also offers bespoke corporate training courses. 

Starting January 2013 our popular BSL level 1 course is just £199. 

Ideal for All provides information, advice and guidance and social activities for young disabled 
people. Come and join our Youth Club held every Tuesday at 5.00 pm - 7.00 pm. 

Call us for further details or to secure a place. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Ideal for All offers a range of activities to maintain and improve your health. Our 
garden based activities are especially popular along with our friendly social and 
specialist advice groups e.g. our Fibromyalgia support group. 

Why not join Ideal for All as a member? Membership is free and offers a regular 
newsletter, fun social activities and the opportunity to add your voice to issues 
that may concern you and people you care for. Call us for further details. 


Ideal for All Enterprises 

Ideal for All Enterprises offer a range of products and services that can 
help you with all the activities of daily life. Ideal for All Enterprises also 
run a bespoke print & multimedia design service for individuals and 
businesses, from logos and business cards, to websites and videos. Why 
not call in or contact us to find out more? Net income generated from Ideal 
for All Enterprises is reinvested into providing services to disabled people in 
Sandwell. 


100 Oldbury Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 1JE 
Tel: 0121 558 5555 Fax: 0121 565 7973 Minicom: 0121 565 7967 
Email: info@idealforall.co.uk Web: www.idealforall.co.uk Text: 07535 209711 
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NEWS 


Nursery is 
rated good 
by Ofsted 

A TIPTON nursery was rated good by 
school inspectors. 

The nursery, Tiddlywinks Kiddy’s 
in Park Lane, was visited by Ofsted 
inspectors on November 26. 

They found the provision for the 
youngest children was good. They 
also priased the nursery for its well- 
designed playrooms. 

Lead inspector Patricia Webb 
found the playrooms were suitable 
for children of all ages. She said they 
promoted independence and engaged 
children in purposeful play. 

She found that the planning of 
lessons was based on children’s inter¬ 
ests and progress. 

However, the monitoring and 
assessment of the youngsters was not 
precise enough, she added. 


£i.8bn available to councils 
is cut in their spending power 


COUNCILS in the West 
Midlands will have £1.8 
billion to spend on services 
from April next year, the 
government has con¬ 
firmed. 

But they face a cut of between 1.2 
per cent and 2.2 per cent of their 
“spending power” - the total 
income they have from the govern¬ 
ment and council tax. 

It leaves councils in Staffordshire 
with less than £2,000 to spend per 
home and areas of the Black 
Country with between £2,118 and 
£2,710. There will be a ban on 
raising council tax above two per 


J Report by Daniel Wainwright 

cent without a referendum. 

Town halls are being offered the 
equivalent of a one per cent rise to 
keep council tax as it is now. Secre¬ 
tary of state for local government, 
Eric Pickles said they had a “moral 
duty” to freeze council tax. 

The grants take into account 
changes in business rates. Councils 
collect taxes from businesses and 
send the money to central govern¬ 
ment. Poorer areas like the Black 
Country get more back from the 
central pot. 

Sweeping changes to the NHS 
will see councils take over public 
health duties next year and it has 


not yet been revealed how much 
they will get. 

Councillor Andrew Johnson, 
Labour finance chief at Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council, said: “It is 
virtually impossible to set the 
budget without major cuts.The two 
per cent cap on council tax rises puts 
us in a difficult position because 
even if we accept the grant to freeze 
it, we are still worse off next year.” 

In the House of Commons yester¬ 
day Mr Pickles said: “All councils 
have a moral duty to freeze council 
tax. 

“We have set the referendum 
threshold at two per cent. This is 
democracy in action. If you want to 
hike the taxes, put it to the people.” 


IWhat councils can spend next yearl 

Council 

Budget 

Amount to spend 
per home 

Dudley 

£271,6m 

£2,017 

Sandwell 

£334.4m 

£2,599 

Walsall 

£282.1 m 

£2,534 

Wolverhampton 

£276.5m 

£2,610 

Staffordshire 

£536.7m 

£1,468 

Cannock Chase 

£13.5m 

£323 

Lichfield 

£11m 

£255 

South Staffs 

£9.8m 

£213 

Stafford 

£13.9m 

£246 

Wyre Forest 

£14m 

£312 

Fire authorities 


West Midlands Fire £113.8m £101 

Staffordshire Fire £46m 

£96 


Opportunities 
for local firms 
at new centre 

SANDWELL companies are being 
urged to snap up business opportuni¬ 
ties created by the £11 million leisure 
complex and swimming pool to be 
built in West Bromwich. 

The complex in Bromford Lane 
will have a 25m pool with a learner 
pool, a sauna and steamroom, a four- 
court sports hall, fitness suite, dance 
studios/activity rooms, a children’s 
adventure play centre and a cafe. 

The contract has been awarded to 
DC Leisure, which has appointed 
Dutch construction firm Pellikaan as 
main contractor, and bosses want to 
meet suppliers of site security, clean¬ 
ing companies, skips and equipment 
hire. A meeting will take place on 
January 10 from 6.45am to 9am at 
Sandwell Council House, Freeth 
Street, in Oldbury. 



TAKE A FURTHER 10% OFF EVERY ITEM IN STORE THIS WEEK 


LEATHER 
RECLINER SUITES 
BEING CLEARED 
FROM STOCK 


CARPETS 

NOW 

AVAILABLE 

with 

Free Fitting 

Terms and 
conditions apply 


4ft 6in 
ROLL 
UP 

MEMORY 

FOAM 

MATTRESS 

£199 


OPENING Tlllftsi Monday - Sat rday 10« ti - 6pm, Sunday fOam - 4pm 

pr ice SUITES & BEDS* 


CARPET NOW AVAILABLE 


4ft 6in DIVAN 
+ 2 DRAWERS 
Only £199 


Metal Beds 
Available 


LARGE RAP 
EDROOM ITt d 

AVAIUM 


LEATHER 
IB l SUITES 
J IN STOCK 


4ft 6in BED + MATTRESS 


LIFT 

AND RIS 
FB' .4 


WORTH SINGL 
.VAN BED with 
Storage Was £179 
Now Only £99 


FROM 


SETTEES 
From £193 


DIVAN SETS 


LEATHER SUITES 
BEING CLEARED 


From Only £299 


From Only £399 


CHAIR OF THE WEEK 
Swivel Chairs from £199 limited 
stock various colours available 


SINGLES BEING CLEARED 

From £69 

DOUBLES BEING CLEARED 

From £99 

KINGSIZE BEING CLEARED 

From £149 
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PREMIER AV CENTRE 



PANASONIC 
19” LED TV 


WAS Cl 99 


SAVI £90 


• HIGH DERNmON • BUILT IN FISEVEW NO 

• SO CARO SLOT • VIERA LINK 
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Midlands N°-1 Panasonic Dealer 


TX-P65VT508 
65 3D Plasma 
TV 

£ 3,049 

LJIMJLL^U 




• Mfik « UUMAVIt t ■»><, 


TXL32ET5B 
32 Smart 
VIERA LED TV 



TXL55ET5B 
55" Smart 
VIERA LED TV 


^ ***•! 



TX-L42WT50B 
42" Smart 
VIERA LED TV 

£1,229 


V< a 


TX-L32C4 
32 VIERA 
LCD TV 





TX-P50GT508 
50" Smart 
VIERA 
Plasma TV 

£1,115 




can 


IQ TV m** Tnwi mm HP t 
MO 


TXL37ET5B 
37" Smart 
VIERA LED TV 


£585 




TXL42ET5B 


42" Smart 


VIERA 
LEO TV 


£629 




TX-L47CTSB 
47" Smart 
VIERA 
LED TV 

£869 

E 


< 2 ^ 48 


an 


TX-L47WTS0B 
42 ' Smart 
VIERA LEO TV 

£1,369 

li.Mi.HJHMU.UJ 




TXL55WT50B 
47" Smart 
VIERA 
LEO TV 

£1,879 


FflCC S <M> MATMCM 


• tMONilKivtlcMMi • Cam Rkmw 




DMP BDT 5 O 0 

3D Blu-ray 
plover 

£227 


DMP-B0T220 
3D B4u-ray 
player 

£114 


DMP-BDT320 
30 Blw-cay 
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NEWS 

Schools should run on 
business hours - boss 



Library customer services advisor Jen Alder appeals for gaming volunteers 


VOLUNTEERS are being sought to 
run gaming sessions at a library in 
the Sandwell. Smethwick Library 
holds Xbox sessions once a week and 
is looking for young people who can 
spare one hour a week. 

Sirena Cresswell, library supervi¬ 
sor, said: “We run teenage gaming 
session one evening every week 
after school. 

“The Xbox sessions used to be 
funded by the Big Lottery but 
funding has run out. We wanted 


young volunteers but we have had 
problems getting two volunteers 
that could do it so we are trying to 
recruit them. 

“We try to do family gaming 
session every half term or holidays, 
we also have teenage film club and a 
family club.” 

Volunteers would need to be aged 
at least 15 and upwards and be able 
to commit to around an hour once a 
week. Anyone interested can visit 
the High Street library. 


MORE schools need to be run in 
tandem with business hours to 
prepare students for the world of 
work, the Smethwick industrialist 
overseeing new investment to 
the Black Country has said. 

Stewart Towe, chairman of the Black 
Country Local Enterprise Partnership 
wants to see a new wave of university tech¬ 
nical colleges. 

The multi-million pound schools run 
eight-week terms with the school day start¬ 
ing at 8.30am and finishing at 5pm. 

It came as the LEP finalises its bid for a 
City Deal which it has to submit by January 
15. The deal would give it more control over 
millions of pounds of government funds to 
create jobs and invest in new infrastructure. 

The LEP board is made up of the four 
council leaders and five business people. 

Mr Towe, who runs the metal company 
the Hadley group, said: “The development 
of university technical colleges in the Black 
Country is a really important aspect of 
beefing up our skills in relation to educa¬ 
tion. They are run along different lines with 
eight-week terms and 8.30am to 5pm days. 

“Employers like Jaguar Land Rover will 
want two years experience of work as well 
the skills. 

“So we need businesses prepared to train 
people and willing to see them move on to 
something else. We need to create the right 
sort of jobs but make sure that we keep 
people in the area.” 

The £9.5 million Black Country Univer¬ 
sity Technical College opened on the site of 
the former Sneyd Community School, 
Walsall 2011. 


Homes back with council 

HOUSING is under Sandwell Council con¬ 
trol as it took back responsibility for the 
borough’s 29,000 homes. Council homes 
had been run at “arm’s length” by Sandwell 
Homes under an agreement due to end in 
September 2014. The council aims to invest 
almost £500 million to improve homes over 
the next decade. 



Bathroom Fitted Furniture 

£ 500,000 

Clearance 

Event 

Hurry, stock moving fast! 


n 

iL 

m > 

■Vi 


Doors ✓ Adjustable 



■ .'. : ' 1- : ■ - 1 i- ■ • - ■■ ’ 'I 

I Installation service available 

Potters Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 7LH 

0121 505 1132 

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


HI-TEC • CATERPILLAR • GSTAR* GRENSON • KICKERS • EQUITY • CLARKS • LOAKE • BASE • BEN SHERMAN 


BLUNTS 

UNITED FOOTWEAR 

SALE 


Shoes 

Accessories 

Sandals 

Boots 

Slippers 

Trainers 


Handbags 

Belts 

Wellingtons 
Ballet Shoes 
Tap Shoes 
Plimsolls 


MANY BRANDED SALE 
BARGAINS IN STORE OR 
VIEW OUR ONLINE SHOPS AT 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/bearwood 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/cotteridge 

www.unitedfootwear.co.uk/birmingham 


1 MILLION PAIRS 
UP TO 70% OFF! 


BLUNTS SHOES BLUNTS SHOES UNITED FOOTWEAR 


578 Bearwood Rd 51 Pershore RD South 

Smethwick Cotteridge 

B66 4BW Birmingham B30 3EG 

0121 429 1794 0121 458 6406 0121 778 1978 


926-928 Stratford Rd 
Birmingham 
B11 4BT 


MOST FAMOUS BRANDS ARE INCLUDED IN THE SALE! 


CLARKS CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS • BALLET AND TAP SHOES • WEDDING SHOES • WELLINGTONS 


LOCHS 

GllNS 


Winter Warmer 


Highland Hotel 


' An early season five day coach break ^ 
offering exceptional value for money 
staying at our Highland Hotel. There will be 
an excursion everyday including entrance 
to Ben Nevis Distillery, Caledonian Canal, 

Loch Ness, Inverness, Oban, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor & Fort William. 


All for just 


£158 

per person 


Tour includes: 

4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West 
Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


Your special 
coach departs 
Sunday 10th 
February 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 



NOT 

your fault? 

' Your claim 

ioo% of y° or will be handled 

Ce ^otT\pensati° n by friendly 

solicitors who 
are local to you. 


( \ /♦ / 11 t ( /* 

- /°iu1a/cron £ 

s O 1 it l 

Summer 

i o u s 

FREE HOME 

VISITS 

0121 544 

4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Ana 

ela at 

| High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warfey, West Midlands B69 4QX | 


CATERPILLAR • ELMDALE • GRENSON • KICKERS • EQUITY • CLARKS • INTER • LOAKES • VANDAL • ADIDAS • CICA • FILA • PUMA • NIKE 
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New line up of celebrities 
to help live the good life 


YOU may still be suffering winter 
blues or a festive hangover but all 
keen gardeners know this is now a 
time to get things started and look 
ahead to the new growing season. 

With this in mind The Edible Garden Show, 
the UK’s award-winning national ‘Grow- 
Your-Own’ event, returns in March and is 
hoping to be bigger and better with a new 
line-up of celebrity experts. 

The show harvests a huge crop of top 
exhibitors and brings inspirational celebrity 
chefs and gardeners together under one roof. 

Chef Rachel Green will get taste buds tin¬ 
gling with her flamboyant cookery demon- 



Favourite - TV botanist James Wong 


strations, while TV botanist James Wong, 
BBC Gardeners’ World presenter Alys 
Fowler, Gardeners’ Question Time panellist 
Bob Flowerdew and the event’s resident 
grow-your-own guru Paul Peacock will share 
their passion of growing and eating home- 


crops. Alys Fowler and Bob Flowerdew 
g£§M5©wly on board for the 2013 show which 
takes place at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
on 15-17 March 2013. 

TV presenter, author and avid gardener 
Alys will talk of her love of organic food, allot¬ 
ments and money-saving ideas for thrifty 
growers. 

Alys said: “I am excited and delighted to be 
part of a show that shares my passion for self- 
sufficiency and organic home-grown produce. 

“I’ve been impressed by the way it brings 
together, under one roof, everything grow- 
your-own novices need to kick-start their 
healthy new lifestyles. And it doesn’t have to 
be expensive. I can’t wait to give growers an 
insight into how to become thrifty garden¬ 
ers.” 

Married and living in Birmingham, Alys 
has an allotment and an urban back garden 
with two chickens, plenty of veg and enjoys 
foraging for food and composting. 

Anecdotes 

Another new celebrity set to share his tips 
and anecdotes with audiences at the 2013 
show is author, gardener, speaker and BBC 
Gardeners’ Question Time panellist Bob 
Flowerdew. 

As the UK’s foremost authority on produc¬ 
tive gardening, the award-winning personal¬ 
ity will entertain and enlighten visitors, 
sharing his knowledge and enthusiasm for 
fruits, vegetables, organic methods and 
scented plants. 

Bob said: “I’m passionate about fruit and 
veg and really want to inspire other people to 
grow their own. I think it’s a great show. As 
our gardens are becoming smaller and 
smaller, I think more and more people will 
choose plants for their edible virtues. 

“In a few years I’m sure we’ll have roses 
with more juicy hips and more fuchsias 
selected for tastier sweeter fruits — they 
make a very good jelly. I’m sure a purely orna¬ 
mental garden will be seen as an extravagant 



Newcomer - Alys Fowler 


foible as edible gardens become more 
popular.” 

Following on from his success at the show 
in 2011 and 2012, BBC TV’s award-winning 
presenter and botanist James Wong will be in 
the Experts Theatre urging visitors to break 
free of the grow your own “time-warp” and 
discover incredible edibles far more exciting 
than anything you would ever think could be 
grown on our blustery North Atlantic island. 

Offering a light-hearted, dynamic and 
innovative alternative to conventional spuds 
and sprouts, James is on a mission to reveal 
the 99 per cent of weird and wonderful 
flavours that Brits are missing out on. 

He says: “From Szechuan peppers and 
edible fuchsia berries, to tiny cucamelons and 
even home grown green tea, up to 3,000 
edible crops can be grown extremely easily in 
the UK climate. Growing your own can be so 
much more cutting edge than you might 
think.” Fans of Radio 4’s The Archers will get 
a slice of Ambridge life with the Archers 
Addicts stand where they can meet actors 


Trevor Harrison who plays Eddie Grund’ 
and Hedli Niklaus aka Kathy Perks, pick up 
a few Archers goodies and get them signed! 

Hedli who also runs Archers Addicts - the 
official fan club for The Archers - said: “We 
love coming to shows like this because it puts 
us in touch with real life Ambridge, and it’s a 
great opportunity to meet our listeners and 
hear their stories - every bit as interesting as 
ours.” 

Scheduled for the beginning of the growing 
season, The Edible Garden Show is bursting 
with new ideas, advice and features and has 
something for all the family from bees, chick¬ 
ens, goats and pigs to plants, seeds, compost, 
fruit presses, raised beds, tools and gadgets to 
making growing your own easier. 

Show-goers will get a buzz with demon¬ 
strations from expert beekeepers on collect¬ 
ing and processing honey and top tips on how 
to keep the hive healthy, flourishing and free 
from disease. 

Delightful 

The British Pig Association is set to show¬ 
case native breeds of pigs and entertain fami¬ 
lies with daily ring demonstrations. 

Prospective pig owners can gain invaluable 
insight into how to keep and breed these 
delightful animals. For the children, the 
BPA’s Junior Pig Club last year staged their 
‘Pig Olympics’ and it is hoped the fun specta¬ 
cle will return. 

Poultry vet Victoria Roberts will be on hand 
to share her hen-rearing tips. Victoria, whose 
passion and talent for rearing poultry began 
when she was only four, will bring along some 
of her pure breeds to demonstrate how to 
handle the birds and check for weight-loss 
and disease. 

Tickets cost £15 (£12 if booked in advance) 
with concessions for children and seniors. For 
more show information or to buy tickets visit: 
www.theediblegardenshow.co.uk or tele¬ 
phone 0844 338 8001. 






Above: Flamboyant chef - 
Rachel Green 

Left: enthusiastic garden¬ 
ing expert - Bob Flow¬ 
erdew 

Below: Poultry expert - 
Victoria Roberts 



L London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Selected weekend departures 

FROM £129.95 (Saturday Night) 

FROM £139.95 (Dine and Dance) 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus 
dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks Departures most weekends 

FROM £139.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a 
Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Depart Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. Stay the Friday evening too for an additional cost. 


Self-drive breaks 


Departures most weekends 

FROM £99.95 (Friday Night) 

FROM £109.95 (Saturday Night) 


The self-drive break is for one evening staying either on the Friday night or Saturday night in a three or four-star hotel. You will see the evening 
performance: for Friday night you will have a top price ticket and for Saturday evening there is a choice of price bands. Stay extra nights for a 
reasonable supplement (subject to availability). 


The "from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Adult Education Classes starting September at, 
The Dormston Centre, Sedgley 
Your Friendly venue to Educate your Mind and Body 


Mill Bank 
Sedgley, 
Dudley 
DY3 1SN 
01384 
816389 


Enrolling 
Now! r—i 


Open Evening 
Wednesday 9th January 
6pm ~ 8pm 

Co me along <& meet the tutors - 
Free refreshments available 


ICT ■ COMPUTERS 



DANCING & EXERCISE 



Photoshop Mixed abilities 

Monday 

7pm - 9pm 

Exercise - Gentle Keep Fit 

Tuesday 

10am-11.30am 

Computers for Senior Citizens 
Beginners 

Tuesday 

3.30pm - 5.30pm 

Mature Exercise - 
Gentle Zumba 

Tuesday 

11.30am- 

12.30pm 

Computers for Senior Citizens 
Follow On 

Tuesday 

1.30pm-3.30pm 

Ballroom & Latin American - 
Beginners 

Tuesday 

1pm-3pm 

Computers - Beginners Internet 

Thursday 

7pm - 9pm 

Belly Dance - Level 1 & 2 

Friday 

7.30pm - 9pm 

MUSIC 



ARTS & CRAFTS 


Guitar - Follow On 

Wednesday 

7pm - 9pm 

Fashion Sewing 

Monday 

7pm-9pm 

Guitar - Beginners 

Thursday 

6pm - 7pm 

Art - How to Draw and Paint 

Monday 

10am - 12pm 

Guitar - Follow On 

Thursday 

7pm - 9pm 

Art - How to Draw and Paint 

Tuesday 

7pm-9pm 

LANGUAGES 



Art - Modern Art Techniques 

Thursday 

7pm-9pm 

Sign Language - 
Level 1 Qualification 

Monday 

7pm - 9pm 

Cake Decorating & Sugar Craft 
Intermediate 

Tuesday 

7pm-9pm 

Sign Language - 
Level 2 Qualification 

Saturday 

9am - 12pm 

Cake Decorating & Sugar Craft 
Beginners 

Thursday 

7pm-9pm 

Sign Language - Introduction 

Monday 

7pm - 9pm 

Soft Furnishing 

Thursday 

7pm-9pm 

Deaf Awareness - Certificate 

Saturday 

9am - 12pm 

Jewellery Making - Follow On 

Tuesday 

7pm-9pm 

Languages - French - Level 1 

Thursday 

7pm - 9pm 

Jewellery Making - Beginners 

Wednesday 

7pm-9pm 

Languages - Spanish Beginners 
level 1 

Monday 

7pm - 9pm 

Flower Arranging - Beginners 

Monday 

7pm-9pm 

Languages - Spanish Beginners 
level 2 

Tuesday 

7pm - 9pm 

Flower Arranging- Intermediate 

Wednesday 

7pm-9pm 

WRITING 



Stained Glass Making 

Thursday 

7pm-9pm 

Creative Writing 

Thursday 

7pm - 9pm 

Black Country Crafts 

Wednesday 

7pm-9pm 

MUSIC 



BUSINESS & SOCIAL 



Guitar - Follow On 

Wednesday 

7pm - 9pm 

Book Keeping - Introduction 

Monday 

7pm-9pm 

Guitar - Beginners 

Thursday 

6pm - 7pm 

Minimising Stress and Anxiety 

Monday 

7pm-9pm 

Guitar - Follow On 

Thursday 

7pm - 9pm 

Stock Market Trading 

Wednesday 

7pm-9pm 

BEAUTY 



Counselling - Introduction 

Wednesday 

7pm-9pm 

Nail Art-Shellac 

Saturday 

10am-12pm 

Start Your Own Business 

Saturday 

9.30am- 11.30am 


COURSES AVAILABLE 2013 
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The Public 
lines up 
a season 
of laughs 

A STAR-STUDDED 
comedy programme packed 
with some of the finest 
established and upcoming 
comics on the circuit is 
coming to The Public arts 
centre, West Bromwich. 

Highlights include a new 
show from award-winning 
comedian and Guardian 
columnist, Shazia Mirza on 
February 15, and hilarious 
stand up from Lucy Porter 
with her new feel-good 
show, People Person, on 
April 17. 

Robin Ince takes a comic 
look at some his favourite 
scientists on May 18, and 
Clare Summerskill brings 
her show to the venue on 
March 8. 

On February 1, The 
Public will also see some of 
the Midlands’ finest comics 
battle it out for a £100 prize 
with #HashTagFunny. 
Ten up-and-coming stars 
will take to the stage, and 
members of the audience 
can join the banter using 
the show’s twitter tag. 

Linda Saunders, manag¬ 
ing director of The Public 
said: “We’re delighted to 
bring some of the finest 
names on the comedy 
circuit to West Bromwich.” 

For the full programme 
visit www.thepublic.com 


What’s On! 5andwel 


The West End coming to 
west Midlands theatres 


THIS is the year that the West End comes to 
the West Midlands with several of the most 
popular stage shows of recent decades 
coming to theatres in the region during 2013. 

Birmingham Hippodrome ■ by Leon Burakowski 

leads the way with a trio of ™— * - 

blockbusters for the spring, staged from June 29 to Sep- 
summer and autumn - tember 28. 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Hugely popular play War 
Phantom of the Opera, Horse, based on Michael 
Disney’s The Lion King and Morpurgo’s First World 
Mongol TUotro-o War-set novel, comes com- 



the National Theatre 1 
acclaimed production of War 
Horse. 

Hippodrome chief execu¬ 
tive Stuart Griffiths said: 
“Following a huge pro¬ 
gramme of refurbishment 
and the complete replace¬ 
ment of our stage, we now 
look forward to what prom¬ 
ises to be the busiest year in 
our history with three of the 
biggest theatrical successes 
of recent times.” 

Impresario Cameron 


plete with its amazing life- 
sized puppet horses to the 
Hurst Street venue from 
October 17 to November 9. 

Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre also has an impres¬ 
sive line-up for the new year. 
Highlights include a revival 
of Lloyd Webber’s spectacu¬ 
lar feline musical Cats, 
including the classic song 
Memory, from March 19 to 
30, and Ghost The Musical 







Mackintosh’s new touring from June 3 to 15. 
production of The Phantom . 0ne of the biggest and 
of the Opera, with Earl Car¬ 
penter as the romantic 
masked anti-hero, is at the 
theatre from March 13 to 
May 14. 

Musical blockbuster, The 


brashest shows of the year at 
the New Alexandra Theatre 
in Birmingham will be 
Aussie drag musical 
Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, with Jason Donovan 
Lion King, brings its cast of getting back into his high 
more than 50 performers heels to revisit his West End 
from more than 17 countries starring role from March 18 
when the story of Simba is to 30. 



Andile Gumbi as Simba in the London version of Disney’s 
The Liong King, the show with music by Elton John is 
coming to Birmingham Photo by Johan Persson 


Earl Carpenter as The Phantom and Katie Hall as Chris¬ 
tine in The Phantom of the Opera UK Tour, coming to 
Birmingham this spring Photo by Alistair Muir 


Brian is king 
of panto land 

Robinson Crusoe 
& the Caribbean Pirates, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

BRIAN Conley’s early exit 
from I’m A Celebrity 
meant he couldn’t become 
King of the Jungle, but he’s 
become King of Panto in 
Birmingham instead. 

Singer, hoofer and come¬ 
dian Conley brings enor¬ 
mous energy to a 
swashbuckling pantomime 
that, with a car flying over 
the audience and a roaring 
sea monster, must be one of 
the most spectacular in the 
UK. 

Even suffering a cold, 
Conley lit up the theatre 
with his manic mirth and 
unpredictable antics. After 
a video prologue set in 
Brum, Conley started the 
show with a sight gag that 
had the audience howling 
with laughter. He 
remained in top gear 
throughout director 
Michael Harrison’s laugh- 
a-minute production. 

There was lots of slap¬ 
stick. Perky Kathryn 
Rooney, as pretty Polly, 
went beyond the call of 
panto duty when Conley’s 
singing whilst munching 
an apple saw her pebble- 
dashed in macerated fruit. 

Andrew Ryan was a 
dame to remember in a 
dozen different deranged 
costumes and Lesley 
Joseph had lots of good 
lines as the glamorous 
Enchantress of the Ocean, 
though she talked rather 
than sang her songs. 

Conley’s treasure island 
antics continue until 
January 27. LB 



All inclusive 
Gym, Swim & Fitness 
for less than £1 a day 


FREE Personal Programme 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 "I" Sandwe 
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What’s On! 

i 

■ 

SATURDAY’S TV 5.01.13 




Listings supplied by Press Association 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV1 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Richard Hammond 


Richard Hammond’s 
Secret Service 
BBC1, 6.30pm 

Wipeout may be no more, 
but clearly the Beeb love 
having Richard Hammond as 
the face of teatime BBC1. So 
this week we welcome the 
Top Gear veteran for a new 
series which exploits the 
Candid Camera format. The 
news about this series broke 
last May, so “Hamster” fans 
have had a long wait to see 
the finished product. It sees 
him being hired by members 
of the public to play pranks 
on their family and friends. A 
team of actors and 
comedians dubbed his 
“secret service” will be on 
hand to ensure those 
hilarious japes have us 
clutching our sides. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 

Kitchen Live. 11.30 Baking Made 

Easy. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 

Regional News; Weather. 12.15 

Football Focus. 1.00 Live Athletics: 

Great Edinburgh Cross Country. 

2.30 Live Darts: BDO World 

Championships. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 BBC News; Regional News; 

Weather. 5.30 Celebrity 

Mastermind. 

6.00 Animal Antics. New series. 
Funny clips from the animal 
kingdom, presented by Tim 
Brooke-Taylor. 

6.30 Richard Hammond’s Secret 
Service. New series. 
Hidden-camera show. 

7.10 Britain’s Brightest. New 

series. Clare Balding hosts 
this search to find Britain’s 
most intelligent individual, in 
which 24 people complete a 
series of challenges before 
one is crowned champion. 

8.25 The National Lottery: In It to 
Win It. New series. Dale 
Winton presents the quiz in 
which five contestants pit 
their wits to scoop a big cash 
prize. Includes the National 
Lottery draws with Scott 
Mills. 

9.15 Casualty. Four student 

nurses are thrown in at the 
deep end on their opening 
day working in the ED when 
they are called upon to treat 
casualties who have been 
injured in a coach crash. 

10.05 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes 
falls under a hypnotist’s 
spell. (R) 

10.35 BBC News; Weather; 

National Lottery Update. 

10.55 Film: Pirates of the 

Caribbean: At World’s End. 



1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC News. 


6.50 Film: Sylvia Scarlett. (1935) 

8.15 Film: The Little Minister. 
(1934) 10.00 A History of Britain 
by Simon Schama. (R) 11.00 Meet 
the Ancestors. (R) 11.30 Map Man. 
(R) 12.00 Indian Food Made Easy. 
(R) 12.30 Talking Pictures. 1.15 
Film: Of Human Bondage. (1934) 
2.35 EastEnders. (R) 4.00 Great 
British Food Revival. 4.30 Live 
Darts: BDO World Championships. 

5.30 The Choir: A Year with the 
Military Wives. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Mark Stacey and 
Kate Bliss examine 
collectibles in St Albans, 
Hertfordshire, and presenter 
Paul Martin discovers the 
origin of the city’s name 
during a visit to the 
cathedral. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring 
guards some PoWs. (R) 

8.00 Stanley Baxter: The Many 
Faces Of. A profile of the 
Glaswegian entertainer, 
whose TV shows drew huge 
audiences in the 1970s and 
80s. With contributions from 
Michael Grade, Barry Cryer, 
Bill Oddie and Gregor Fisher. 
9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry is joined 
by comedians Phill Jupitus, 
Rich Hall and Jimmy Carr, 
along with regular panellist 
Alan Davies on an extended 
version of the quiz with a 
difference. (R) 

9.45 Film: Cemetery Junction. 

(2010) Premiere. A young 
man in 1970s Reading 
questions what he wants as 
he starts a new job and is 
reunited with an old 
girlfriend. Comedy drama, 
with Christian Cooke. 

11.15 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action 
from the opening day at the 
Lakeside Country Club. 

12.05 Darts Extra. 2.05 Close. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.25 The 
Hive. (R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.05 Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.15 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.30 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Victorious. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
I TV News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 River Monsters. 
(R) 11.50 I TV News; Weather. 
12.00 Live FA Cup Football. 3.00 
Dancing on Ice Live Tour 2012. (R) 
4.00 Regional Programme ; 
Weather.4.15 ITV News; Weather. 

4.30 Live FA Cup Football. 

7.15 Splash! New series. 

Celebrity contest, in which 
five stars perform a dive in 
an Olympic-sized pool under 
the tuition of London 2012 
medallist Tom Daley. Vernon 
Kay and Gabby Logan present. 

8.45 Take Me Out. New series. 

A pilot from Ayrshire, a 
Liverpool abseiler, a London 
entrepreneur and a surfer 
from Bournemouth try to 
impress 30 single women. 
Paddy McGuinness presents. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
New series. Jeremy Piven 
talks about his new drama 
Mr Selfridge, David Tennant 
discusses his role in Spies of 
Warsaw, and comedienne 
Sarah Millican is also in the 
studio. 

1 0.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Matt Smith presents action 
from the third-round 
matches, which included 
Barrow or Macclesfield Town 
v Cardiff City, Southampton v 
Chelsea and Peterborough 
United v Norwich City. 

12.30 The Store. 2.30 Pushing 
Daisies. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 

(R) 7.00 International Volleyball. 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Undercover Boss 
USA. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.35 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.40 4thought.tv. Members of the 
public who have made New 
Year’s resolutions and stuck 
to them talk about their 
commitment to changing 
their lives. 

6.45 Is Our Weather Getting 
Worse? Investigating the 
UK’s most severe weather 
events of the past decade, 
with the use of archive 
footage, expert insight and 
computer graphics. (R) 

7.40 Film: The Day After 
Tomorrow. (2004) A 
climatologist races across 
America to rescue his son as 
freak weather conditions 
cause devastation around the 
world. Disaster thriller, 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal and 
Dennis Quaid. 

10.00 Film: Inglourious Basterds. 

(2009) Jewish-American 
soldiers on a Nazi-killing 
spree in occupied France aid 
a resistance plot to 
assassinate Hitler. 

Tarantino’s wartime 
adventure, with Brad Pitt and 
Christoph Waltz. 

1.00 Film: Hard Eight. (1996) 2.40 
Hollyoaks. 4.45 Smallville. (R) 5.25 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.10 Inside Hollywood. 11.15 
Celebrity Big Brother. (R) 12.15 
The Gadget Show. (R) 1.15 Film: 
Shattered Silence. (2012) 3.00 
Film: The Dam Busters. (1954) 

5.30 Film: Random Hearts. (1999) 
Drama, with Harrison Ford. 

7.50 5 News Weekend. 

7.55 NCIS. Gibbs discovers a link 
between the murder of a 
petty officer and the break-up 
of his team, leading him and 
new director Leon Vance to 
unravel the mystery. (R) 

8.50 NCIS. A lieutenant 
apparently commits suicide 
by jumping from an aircraft 
carrier and Ziva and McGee 
are dispatched to inform 
the widow - but arrive to 
find that she has been 
murdered. (R) 

9.45 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the famous 
housemates’ past 24 hours 
under the all-seeing eye of 
Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

10.45 50 Shocking Facts About 
Diet and Exercise. 

Countdown of weight-loss 
methods, with scientists, 
industry experts and 
exponents explaining the 
pros and cons of fad diets, 
“healthy” foods and extreme 
exercise regimens. 

11.45Forensic Files. Afemale 

killer leaves police few clues 
to work with. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.25 
Great Artists. (R) 4.50 Rough 
Guide To. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show. (R) 
5.40 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 7.45 Doctor Who 8.35 
Top Gear 9.30 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.05 Film: The 
Prestige (2006) 

BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 8.00 A 
History of Art in Three Colours 9.00 
Borgen 11.00 The Richest Songs in 
the World 

ITV2 

3.35 Film: The Mighty Ducks 
(1992) 5.40 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 
7.50 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 

9.45 Take Me Out - The Gossip 

10.35 Fake Reaction 11.20 Film: 
Couples Retreat (2009) 

ITV3 

3.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.00 
Lewis 7.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.05 Film: 
Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 

ITV4 

3.15 Film: The Way West (1967) 

5.45 Film: The Big Country (1958) 
9.00 Film: Hard Target (1993) 
Action thriller, starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme. 11.00 Film: 
GoodFellas (1990) 

E4 

2.30 Film: Charlotte’s Web (2006) 

4.30 How I Met Your Mother 5.30 
The Big Bang Theory 7.30 How I 
Met Your Mother 8.00 Rules of 
Engagement 9.00 Film: Role 
Models (2008)11.00 The 50 
Funniest Moments of 2012 
Film4 

3.10 Fantastic Mr Fox (2009) 

4.55 Hairspray (2007)7.15 
Zoolander (2001) 9.00 Knowing 
(2009) An astrophysicist decodes a 
page of numbers revealing the 
dates of a series of disasters and 
tries to prevent them happening. 
Mystery thriller, starring Nicolas 
Cage and Rose Byrne. 11.20 The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre: The 
Beginning (2006) 




scs sofa & carpet 

DOUBLE 


WADE 


Sofa • Carpet • Specialist 




4 YEARS FREE CREDIT 0% 


www.scs.co.uk 



Freshly cooked meals delivered hot to your door 




0 Meals are delivered HOT on a dinner 
plate - No more frozen meals! 

0 At just £3.50 for a meal and a 
desert with FREE delivery, 
we’re the cheapest around! 

0 No obligation-order as often or as 
little as required 

0 4 rotating weekly menus with a 
variety of meal options daily 

0 Special dietry requirements 
catered for 

0 We deliver 7 days a week 

0 All we ask is for 24 hours notice 
prior to a meal being required 

0 We are social services 
recommended 

Call us today, we are local and in your area or 
email us on qualitymeals@live.co.uk 
Open 7 days a week 9.00am-2.00pm 

07971 251761 



Starts January 2nd 



Visit; our friendly team at; 
Bellissimo Furniture, 

370 Bilston Road, WV2 2NN 
www.bfe-showroomo.co.uk 
Email: info@bfe-showroom.co.uk 

Call 01902 409700 



11th-19th January 2013 

‘Aladdin’ 


This timeless Pantomine classic is set in the magical and mystical 
land of ancient China, with a few local twists along the way. 
Follow our hero as he meets an array of colourful characters, and 
even experiences close encounters of the third kind! 
Tickets STILL available - prices £9.00 
Concessions group bookings of 10 or more £8.00 

Forthcoming Studio Production 6th-9th 
February 2013 

Teapots & Superglue by 
Jonathan Owen 

A poignant drama full of laughter, tears and surprises 

ALL Tickets £6.00 

Barlow Theatre, Spring Walk, Langley B64 4SP 
www.oldburyrep.org 

Free adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, Bar, Facilities for the disabled 

Now booking! 

Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to 
the main house production and the night of the production at 7:00pm. 


HFNIFY 

‘‘'FUNERAL directors 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 
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What’s On! 

jsUNDAY’S TV 6 . 01.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association | 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV1 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 




Jeremy Piven 

Mr Self ridge 
ITV1, 9pm 

Created by multi-award- 
winning writer Andrew 
Davies (he penned famous 
adaptations of Pride and 
Prejudice, Bleak House and 
Little Dorrit) and set in 
1909, this new, fact-based 
drama stars Jeremy Piven as 
Harry Selfridge, a visionary 
American entrepreneur who, 
during a trip to London, 
decided that the British 
shopping experience 
needed sprucing up. So he 
invested £400,000 (a 
whopping amount of cash 
back then) in creatingthe 
Oxford Street department 
store that now carries his 
name. But, as we see here, 
getting his vision off the 
ground wasn’t always easy. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 
Questions. 11.00 Helicopter 
Heroes. (R) 11.30 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 12.30 BBC News; Weather. 
12.40 Countryfile. (R) 1.35 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 2.35 Film: Old 
Dogs. (2009) 4.00 Britain’s 
Favourite Supermarket Foods. (R) 
5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 Africa. 
6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. Adam Henson 
presents a selection of past 
stories featuring horses and 
dogs, animals that are 
integral to rural life, and 
invites some of the most 
charming breeds on to his 
farm. Including Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. 

Fiona Bruce and the team 
travel to Stowe House in 
Buckinghamshire, where 
items include a 16th-century 
print and evidence of one of 
the earliest Beatles concerts. 
Red button viewers can play 
along by guessing the 
valuations. 

9.00 Ripper Street. A teenage 
orphan is suspected of 
beating a toy-maker to death, 
bringing Reid and Drake face 
to face with a child gang and 
its brutal master. Joseph 
Gilgun (Misfits) guest stars. 
10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Film: Bruce Almighty. 

(2003) Comedy, starring Jim 
Carrey and Morgan Freeman. 
12.00 The Sky at Night. 12.20 The 
Celebrity Apprentice USA. 1.40 
Weatherview. 1.45 Sign Zone: 
Miniature Britain. (R) 2.45 Holby 
City. (R) 3.45 MasterChef: The 
Professionals. (R) 4.15 You’ve 
Been Scammed. (R) 4.45 BBC 
News. 


6.00 Film: They Flew Alone. (1942) 
7.40 Film: Yellow Canary. (1943) 
9.15 Ato Z of TV Gardening. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
EastEnders. (R) 12.55 Live Darts: 
BD0 World Championships. 4.45 
Coast. (R) 5.30 Flog It! The team 
visits Darlington, Co Durham. (R) 

6.30 Blackpool: Big Night Out. 
Documentary looking at the 
Lancashire seaside resort 
through the eyes of acts who 
have performed there, and 
recalling its heyday as a town 
at the heart of British 
entertainment. (R) 

7.30 Fawlty Towers. Manuel’s pet 
rat escapes just as a health 
inspector is about to visit, 
sending Basil on a mad dash 
to find it before disaster 
ensues. Last in the series. 

(R) 

8.00 Neil Armstrong - First Man 
on the Moon. Close family 
and friends tell the story of 
the commander of the 
historic Apollo 11 lunar 
mission in July 1969 and 
reveal how he coped with the 
subsequent fame. (R) 

9.00 Tankies: Tank Heroes of 
WWII. 

10.00 Speed Dreams: The Fastest 
Place on Earth. 

11.00 Darts: BD0 World 

Championships. Colin 
Murray presents action from 
the second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in 
Frimley Green, featuring 
first-round matches. 

11.50 Darts Extra. The BDO World 
Championships. Extended 
highlights of the first-round 
matches on the second day 
at the Lakeside Country Club 
in Frimley Green, played over 
the best of five sets. 

1.50 BBC News. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.25 The 
Hive. (R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.05 Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.15 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.30 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Rated A 
for Awesome. 8.15 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

9.25 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

(R) 10.40 Dinner Date. (R) 11.45 
May the Best House Win. (R) 12.45 
Rosemary & Thyme. (R) 1.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.55 Film: 
Columbo: Short Fuse. (1972) 3.30 
The FA Cup Draw. 3.45 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.45 Regional 
Programme ; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. New series. 
Jason Gardiner returns on a 
new-look judging panel as 
the first group of skaters 
battles to stay in the 
competition. Phillip Schofield 
and Christine Bleakley 
present. The results are at 
8.30pm. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

New series. Soap stars Mikey 
North and Matthew 
Wolfenden take part. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. New series. The two 
least popular celebrities have 
to skate again. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. New series. 

US retail magnate Harry 
Gordon Selfridge arrives in 
London in 1908 planning to 
open the world’s finest 
department store. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 FA Cup Football Highlights. 
Swansea City v Arsenal and 
Mansfield Town v Liverpool. 

11.45 Royal Babies. (R) 

12.40 The Store. 2.40 Pushing 
Daisies. (R) 3.25 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.20 The Treacle People. (R) 6.30 
Film: Arctic Tale. (2007) 7.55 Will 
& Grace. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

12.30 The Big Bang Theory. (Ft) 

I. 00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Film: Clueless. 
(1995) 4.25 Deal or No Deal. 5.25 
Time Team. 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. Members of the 
public who have made New 
Year’s resolutions and stuck 
to them talk about their 
commitment to changing 
their lives. 

7.00 Come Dine with Me. Dinner 
party challenge from 
Wrexham. Taking part are 
financial adviser Joey Perez, 
keep-fit enthusiast Jacki De 
Sanders, sci-fi fan Tom 
Evans and hotel inspector 
Lisa Groom. 

8.00 The Hotel. Manager Mark 
tries to appeal to upmarket 
guests and seeks the help of 
a former AA chief hotel 
inspector-who books in 
undercover and is 
unimpressed by what he 
finds. 

9.00 Film: The Iron Lady. (2011) 
Premiere. The elderly 
Margaret Thatcher looks 
back on her controversial 
political career as she faces 
up to the death of her 
husband. Biopic, with Meryl 
Streep and Jim Broadbent. 

II. 05 Film: The Wedding Date. 

(2005) Romantic comedy, 
with Debra Messing and Jack 
Davenport. 

12.40 Film: Venus. (2006) 2.15 
Jennifer Saunders: Laughing at the 
90s. (R) 4.05 Smallville. (R) 4.45 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.40 Baking 
Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.40 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (Ft) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.35 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.45 City of Friends. 
(R) 8.00 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Mio Mao. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (Ft) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 9.45 Jelly 
Jamm. 10.00 Power Rangers: 
Super Samurai. 10.35 Batman: The 
Brave and the Bold. 11.00 Inside 
Hollywood. (R) 11.05 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 12.05 Once Upon a 
Time. (R) 1.00 Film: Are We There 
Yet? (2005) 2.50 Film: White Fang. 
(1991) 4.50 Film: Stand By Me. 
(1986) 

6.20 5 News Weekend. 

6.25 Film: X2. (2003) Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring 
Hugh Jackman, Patrick 
Stewart, Ian McKellen, Alan 
Cumming and Halle Berry. 
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 
ups and downs of life in the 
BB house as friendships and 
alliances are made, battle 
lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments 2012. Countdown 
of the year’s biggest showbiz 
stories. (R) 

12.50 SuperCasino. 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.50 Rough Guide To. 
(R) 5.00 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 
The Milkshake! Show. (Ft) 5.35 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV 9.00 
Film: Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
10.40 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Britain on Film: A Woman’s 
Place 7.30 Britain on Film: Brits at 
Play 8.00 Timeshift: How to Write a 
Mills & Boon 9.00 Doris Day: Virgin 
Territory 10.00 Film: I Am Love 
(2009) 11.55 Top of the Pops: The 
Story of 1978 
ITV2 

3.35 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
4.20 Film: King Kong (2005) 8.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 Film: I 
Now Pronounce You Chuck & Larry 
(2007) 

ITV3 

3.55 Film: Watership Down (1978) 

5.50 Murder, She Wrote 6.50 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 Film: 
Rain Man (1988) Drama, starring 
Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise. 

11.45 Cracker 
ITV4 

3.45 Film: The Sea Shall Not Have 
Them (1955) 5.45 Film: The Last 
Sunset (1961) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Gauntlet (1977) 11.15 Film: Village 
of the Damned (1995) 

E4 

3.10 Made in Chelsea End of 
Season Party 4.15 Film: Alvin and 
the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel 
(2009) 6.00 Rules of Engagement 
7.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Cheaper By the Dozen 2 
(2005) 10.00 The 50 Funniest 
Moments of 2012 
Film4 

2.50 The Golden Child (1986) 4.45 
The Golden Compass (2007) 6.55 
Brewster’s Millions (1985) 9.00 
Predators (2010) Sci-fi thriller 
sequel, with Adrien Brody. 11.10 
Thank You for Smoking (2005) 



scs sofa & carpet 

DOUBLE _ 

DISCOUNT ■ m 

4 YEARS FREE CREDIT 0% 




THE CARLTON 3 seater leather/leather match sofa. 
Was JL109CT Sale £790r 


THE WORLD'S BEST SELL NG RECL NER 


UAB m 

PRICE NOW ONLY 


Sofa • Carpet • Specialist 


www.scs.co.uk 



Dudley 


• Computing* 

• Construction* 


Management 
(new for Sept 2013). 


HNC/Ds on offer 


*Next part-time courses 
starting January 2013. 


Engineering 
(Electronic & Electrical)* 
Engineering (Mechanical) 
Fashion & Textiles 


Public Services 
Sport 

Travel and Tourism 


I Help with fees 
I is now available 


ENROLMENT & OPEN DAY 


Saturday 12th January 2013 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Broadway Campus 


Sign Up. Evolve with us. Sfiinkin 

www.dudleycol.ac.uk Tel: 01384 363 363 since 1862 ” 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 


0121 505 3334 


www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 


/TOUChX 

vgowiv~? 


BESPOKEj IN HOUSE 
PRINTING FOR YOUR 
CLUB/TEAMWEAR/ 
CORPORATE AND 
WORKWEAR 


dLW 



Personalise: 

★ Tee Shirts 

★ Mugs 

★ Umbrella 

★ Teddy Bear 

★ Phone /1 Pad Cases 

★ Mousemats 

★ Coasters / Placemats 

★ Cushions / Bags / 
Totes 



BRAND NEW 
TO THE AREA 

We now stock official 
wrestling figures; all 
of your favourites are 
available 

We also now stock 
Character T Shirts and 
Second 
Hand Figures 

Official Wrestling 
Masks Now Available 


www.touchdownteamwear.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/touchdownteamwearltd Follow us on Twitter on #TouchdownT 
Tel: 0121 557 1920 Fax: 0121 557 1125 E Mail: sales@touchdownteamwear.co.uk 
Touchdown Teamwear Ltd Unit 23 Coneygree Industrial Estate, Tipton DY4 8XP 

Shop is open Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturdays 9am - 1pm 


THE DOVECOTE 

Hill Top West Bromwich B70 OSD 0121 556 0008 




7 Day Carvery 

£4.29 Mon-Sat £6.59 Sunday 

NEW MENU AVAILABLE 

Function Room available for Wedding Receptions, 
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 


r vM?l 


(cPLa- 


.3 


N RETAIL! 

o* nit > 


vx vlalor 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 


ATTENTION 

If you are a GAS or ELECTRICITY customer of 

THE FOLLOWING ENERGY SUPPLIERS: 

BRITISH GAS * EDF ENERGY * EON * N. POWER 
• SCOTTISH POWER 
• SCOTTISH & SOUTHERN ENERGY 
SCOTTISH HYDRO * SCOTTISH GAS 
SOUTHERN ELECTRIC 
UTILITY WAREHOUSE * VIRGIN 
• TOTAL GAS & POWER 

Due to legislation you could be eligible for 

£5000 Compensation 

THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 

Tel: 01785 211221 

_ EMAILadmin@energycompensation.co.uk _ 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

The Perfect Teacher, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A spoiled, selfish teenager becomes infatuated with her 
teacher. She befriends his daughter as a way of 
worming her way into the family and sets about 
manipulating every aspect of his life, including driving 
away his girlfriend. As her mind games continue, her 
obsession leads her to murder. Thriller, starring Megan 
Park and David Charvet. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Mickey Blue Eyes, ITV1,10.35pm 

A strait-laced Englishman falls for a New York mobster’s 
daughter, who wants to escape her family’s criminal 
connections. However, try as he may, he realises there 
is virtually no way to avoid being drawn into the family’s 
illegal shenanigans. Romantic comedy, starring Hugh 
Grant, Jeanne Tripplehorn, James Caan and Burt 
Young. (1999) 

The Rebound, BBC1,11.25pm 

A New York mother starts a new life in suburbia after 
leaving her unfaithful husband. She befriends a younger 
man who is still getting over being abandoned by his 
wife. Romance soon blossoms, but neither is sure if 
they are just trying to recover from their recent failed 
relationships. Romantic comedy, with Catherine Zeta- 
Jones and Justin Bartha. (2009) 


Pick of the Week 




\ 


The Village, Friday, BBC1,11.25pm 


WEDNESDAY 

When a Stranger Calls, Channel 5,11.30pm 

A teenager babysitting for a family living in a remote 
lakeside house is terrorised by mysterious threatening 
phone calls. She soon discovers the caller is ringing 
from inside the house and realises her and the 
children’s lives are in danger. Horror, with Camilla Belle, 
Katie Cassidy and Tessa Thompson. (2006) 

THURSDAY 

Vivacious Lady, BBC2, 8.50am 

A professor falls in love with a brash nightclub singer 
while on a trip to New York, and impulsively marries her. 
However, he is afraid his conservative family will not 
approve of his new wife, so tries to keep the relationship 
a secret from them. Romantic comedy, with Ginger 
Rogers and James Stewart. (1938) 

FRIDAY 

The Village, BBC1,11.25pm 

The peaceful rustic existence of villagers living a 
seemingly idyllic life in a remote 19th-century settlement 
comes under threat when an age-old truce with the 
creatures of the forest is broken by a headstrong young 
man. M Night Shyamalan’s horror thriller, starring 
Joaquin Phoenix and Bryce Dallas Howard. (2004) 


Dynamic duo's series 
is out of this world 


I f you’ve ever wondered how the 
galaxy began, then allow us to 
enlighten you. 

Our whole universe was in a hot 
dense state, then nearly 14 billion 
years ago expansion started. Wait... 

Okay, we admit it. Those are the 
lyrics to The Big Bang Theory, but if 
you want to know more about life, the 
universe and everything, then Dara O 
Briain and Brian Cox have just the 
show for you. 

Since 2011, their week-long strand 
Stargazing Live has become an 
annual fixture in January, a time when 
the other terrestrial channels seem 
obsessed with shows about diets and 
alleged celebrities co-habiting in a 
camera-strewn pre-fab. 

They kick things off their exploration 
of the night skies with the search for 
evidence of life on Mars, and ask 
viewers for help to explore an 
uncharted area of the red planet’s 
surface. 

Plus, Liz Bonnin reports live from 
NASA mission control to find out the 
latest findings of the Curiosity Rover, 
and Mark Thompson offers tips on 
how to observe the moons of Jupiter. 


The Mock the Week veteran and the 
much imitated professor might be an 
unlikely double act, but their mix of 
jargon and banter has proved to be a 
great way to enjoy a week of 
programming. 

For decades of course The Sky At 
Night was the daddy of all astronomy 
shows, a BBC1 staple which was 
usually screened when most of us 
were tucked up in bed. 

Hosted by the much-missed Patrick 
Moore, TSAN made history as the 
longest-running TV show hosted by 
the same presenter. 

From 1957 the acclaimed Knight 
inspired millions, including Queen 
guitarist Brian May, and Messrs O 
Briain and Cox. 

Alas, astronomy series on other 
channels is rarely even an issue these 
days. 

Those with a long memory may 
recall Heavens Above, a short-lived 
kids’ ITV show from the 1980s in 
which Dr Heather Couper proved that 
reaching for the stars (while most of 
us were in the gutter) was just as 
much fun as playing asteroids on their 
Atari game system. 


After the plug was pulled on that 
show, commercial TV bosses backed 
away from the genre about as fast as 
Felix Baumgartner’s sub-space freefall 
last year. 

So thank heavens Brian made the 
universe sexy again with his assorted 
BBC shows, Wonders of the Universe 
and Wonders of the Solar System. 

We have no idea what his pending 
series Wonders of Life will be like, but 
we imagine his take on natural history 
could give genre legend David 
Attenborough a run for his money. 

Brian’s star, if you’ll excuse the pun, 
has been on the rise for years now, 
and it helps that he’s such a good all 
rounder, whether fronting impressive 
strands such as this, or Radio 4’s 
Infinite Monkey Cage, with Robin Ince. 

It’s little wonder Danny Boyle chose 
him as technical adviser for his sci-fi 
epic Sunshine a few years ago. 

Coming back to Earth with a bump, 
here Brian and Dara shed more light 
on the universe, and if that’s not 
enough astronomical entertainment 
for you, stay tuned for spin-off show 
Back to Earth, which is broadcast 
immediately afterwards. 



Brian Cox and Dara O Briain host Stargazing Live, Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Miranda 
BBC1, 9pm 

The image Miranda projects is that of an 
overgrown child - but the latest episode sees her 
trying to prove she can behave as an adult. It’s a 
task that is easier said than done... Miranda 
thinks that everyone will be convinced of her new, 
grown-up approach to life if she can successfully 
take care of a toddler and host a dinner party for 
eight people. Unfortunately, the youngster inside 
her can’t resist a soft play area, so instead of 
encouraging the toddler to climb on the obstacles, 
she ends up stuck inside a kids’ tunnel. And as for 
the dinner party... well, you can probably imagine 
the chaos that ensues there... 

TUESDAY 
The Undateables 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Being a small fish in the huge pool that is the 
dating game can be stressful enough at the 
best of times (men are from Mars and all that), 
but the individuals featured in this series have to 
contend with extra pressures - they’re disabled. 
When the show first aired last year, many of us 
dared only look through squinted eyes at a 
programme that sounded as though it would 
poke fun at those less fortunate. What we were 
faced with, though, was a heartwarming series 
that highlighted that, everybody has the right to 
love and be loved. In this instalment, we meet 
26-year-old Michael, whose autism means he 
struggles to hold down a conversation, let alone 


a date. 

Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

We’re rather pleased to see this crime drama is 
back for a new run - not least because its 
depictions of hot weather should warm up our 
wintery nights. Ben Miller returns as policeman 
Richard Poole who, along with his team, must 
discover who has lethally wedged a machete into 
the back of former sugar plantation owner Roger 
Seymour. There is no shortage in suspects - 
Seymour doesn’t seem to have been that popular 
a guy - but picking the right one proves almost 
impossible, especially when the island’s festival 
of love begins to distract Richard... Sara 
Martins also stars, alongside guests James 
Cosmo, Tom Ward and Stephanie Beacham. 

WEDNESDAY 
Africa 
BBC1, 9pm 

You’ve got to hand it to the BBC - their natur< 
history unit is absolutely second to none. 

That’s thanks largely to David 
Attenborough’s influence, both as 
presenter and former director of 
programmes. Now, even at the age 
of 86, he’s still the best in his field, 
and he proves it with this magnificent 
series. In this second episode, he 
and the rest of the Africa team 
visit the rocky outcrops of the 
Serengeti, in Tanzania, to bring us 
some remarkable and striking 


images. They include a daring lizard risking its life 
to eat the flies from a lion’s face, and footage of 
one of the most unusual birds extant - the four- 
foot-tall shoebill - demonstrating its nesting 
habits. 

THURSDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1, 9pm 

Another year, another series of Silent Witness. 
Stepping into Tom Ward’s shoes is David Caves 
as Jack Hodgson, one of the youngest people in 
the UK in his field. He faces a baptism of 
^fire in his first case alongside Nikki and 
k Leo which involves the death of 
1 wealthy, ageing confectionary 
, company owner John Briggs. Dl Gold 
thinks he died of natural causes, but 
Nikki and Jack aren’t so sure. 
In-fighting among Briggs’ family, staff 
^and potential business investors 

makes finding out whodunit all the 
^ more difficult - until the 
i appearance of a new 
\ corpse helps to shed 
1 some light on the murky 
\ matter. Series regulars 

I Emilia Fox and 
William Gaminara 
_also star, alongside 
~ > guests Sharon 
J Small, Tim Pigott- 
' Smith and Louis 
■ Emerick. 



he Undateables, Tuesday, Channel 4, 9pm 


FRIDAY 

16 Kids and Counting 
Channel 4,9pm 

Sue Radford is the matriarch of Britain’s biggest 
family living under one roof, and having 15 of 
them already, she is now awaiting number 16. 
Eldest daughter Sophie, 18, could help out, 
but her first baby is due a month earlier. Given 
their ever-increasing numbers, a road trip to 
France could be seen as less of a family outing 
and more of an invasion, but that’s on the cards 
as Sophie and boyfriend Joe come to terms with 
becoming first-time parents, while Sue and Noel 
get used to the idea of their new status as 
grandparents. Here cameras offer us a glimpse of 
the laughter, tears and general chaos at the 
Radfords! 

The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

Graham Norton is like a pair of old slippers. That’s 
not to say he’s got a faint whiff of something 
rather unpleasant and is well-worn; more that he’s 
a comfortable fit and you just wouldn’t be without 
him. Graham’s audience knows exactly what it’s 
going to get with him - clean, excitable fun that 
won’t have telly bosses falling over themselves to 
reach for the ‘censor’ button. The fella simply has 
it. Whatever ‘it’ may be, there aren’t many talk- 
show hosts like him. The man’s got the gift of the 
gab, we’ll give him that. And tonight, he’s rubbing 
shoulders with the big guns, inviting only the 
coolest director in the world, Quentin Tarantino, 
on the show for a chinwag. 


BETTA BUILDINGS 

(Next to Staples) 


CONCRETE GARAGES • SINGLE/DOUBLE / HIGH RANGE / OLD BUILDINGS REMOVED / BASES LAID • FREE QUOTES 



Also Asbestos Removers 

Licensed by the Environment Agency 


Tildasley Street, West Bromwich B70 9SJ www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


TEL: 0121 553 4682 


Wide Range of 
Summer Houses 


Delivered, erected, 
treated and VAT all 
included in price 


II 16ft3inx 18ft6in £3303 Sale PPiCC £2147 16ft3inx8ftBin 


Huge Range 
Of Quality 
WOODEN SHEDS 

Prices from 
6x4 £195 
7x5 £220 
8 x6 £270 
1 0x8 £430 
Delivered, erected, 
treated and VAT 
all included in price 


SHfc 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 




AppStore 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


SEVEN GREAT GAMES IN ONE! 


I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 



\\0>NV 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 


IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. What the unpopular 
candidate will do? 
(5,2,4) 

9. She features in 
all the Australian 
newspapers (3) 

10. Share out a pint 

- poor arrangement! 

O) 

11. Decoys break the 
rules (5) 

13. Everybody in the 
demonstration is 
superficial (7) 

14. It’s possibly nice to 
see (6) 

16. A prop on the 
beach (6) 

18. Guard gives a 
warning (4-3) 

19. Total way to review 
the evidence (3,2) 

20. It keeps stocking up 

(9) 

21. Make mistakes out 
of terror (3) 

22. Their skills are 
sinister (4-7) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Face (11) 

9. Away (3) 

10. Height (9) 

11. Spiteful (5) 

13. Steady worker (7) 

14. Harvester (6) 

16. In arrears (6) 

18. Sterilised (7) 

19. Charm (5) 

20. Reckon (9) 

21. Behind (3) 

22. Frangibility (11) 


Down 

2. Catch a number up 
(3) 

3. Comes closer in 
linear sketches (5) 

4. Key member of the 
staff (6) 

5. They’re thrown from 
horses in rodeos (7) 

6. Some space re¬ 
maining for a liquor 
store (5,4) 

7. Those put on it may 
expect firm offers in 
writing (7,4) 

8. A world opens out 
for this Central 
Asian animal (4-7) 

12. Turned up in France 

(9) 

15. Nearest point in a 
cupboard (7) 

17. Good grounds for 
holding sports (6) 

19. There’s a scrap 
when a communist 
is told to be quiet (5) 
21. Are made a feature 
of (3) 


Down 

2. Dolt (3) 

3. Very poor (5) 

4. Not liable (6) 

5. In fashion (1,2,4) 

6. Innocent (9) 

7. Agreement (11) 

8. Disbelief (11) 

12. Wayfarer (9) 

15. Confide (7) 

17. Bad writing (6) 
19. Lustre (5) 

21. Idiot (3) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Orbs; 3 Smuggler; 9 Eagerly; 10 Forge; 11 Com¬ 
pare notes; 13 Slight; 15 Stay up; 17 Pull together; 20 Hails; 21 Clapper; 
22 Cheering; 23 Tomb. Down: 1 Overcast; 2 Begum; 4 Mayhem; 5 Gift 
of the gab; 6 Larceny; 7 Roes; 8 Breathalyser; 12 Spare rib; 14 Inutile; 

16 Toucan; 18 Hippo; 19 Chic. QUICK - Across: 1 Sell; 3 Maturity; 9 
Affront; 10 Fatal; 11 Disapproving; 13 Recent; 15 Sudden; 17 Cream- 
cracker; 20 Ennui; 21 Aileron; 22 Intended; 23 Once. Down: 1 Slanders; 
2 Lifts; 4 Attire; 5 Unfavourable; 6 Intoned; 7 Yell; 8 Compensation; 12 
Entrance; 14 Coronet; 16 Scrape; 18 Koran; 19 Yeti. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 


can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is L. Ladybird, 

Greenfly, Silkworm, 
all insects. 



ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 
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Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 I 


Don't miss CATS, Andew Lloyd-Webber's extraordinary record-breaking, 
smash-hit musical as it returns to Manchester. 

Adapted from TS Eliot's 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats', this 
wonderful blend of fantasy, drama and romance is set on the night that 
the Jellicle Cats meet for the Jellide Ball in a sparkling fusion of music, 
dance and verse. 


From 

£ 59.95 

per person 


With an amazing musical score that includes the timeless "Memory", ' 

spectacular set designs, stunning costumes and breathtaking choreography, ^ 

CATS is a magical musical like no other. ^ __ 

One of the longest-running shows in West End and Broadway history, CATS has enchanted 
audiences in over 300 cities around the world - now you too have the chance to experience this 
legendary musical phenomenon. 

• A Gallery seat with a face value of £27.50 for the matinee performance of Cats at the Opera House Theatre, 
Manchester. Please note the Gallery is high with steep steps - if you wish to upgrade to Circle seats with a face 
value of £32, there is a supplement of £5pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 


Have You Made Your 
'New'Years Resolution Yet? - NO! 
WHY NOT LEARN TO 
DANCE THE EASY WAY 

Exercise Your Body - Exercise Your Mind 

Step by Step Adult Instruction Classes 
Enjoy dances like Cha, Cha, Cha, Waltz, Social Rock'n' Roll, 
Quickstep, Jive, Rumba,Tango, Social Salsa 
and other dances in Vogue. 


Thursday 10th January, 2013 
7pm - 8pm 
AT 

The Wednesbury Dance Centre 
A well established full time studio 
(1st floor, over Ladbrokes , next door Bright House) 
Market Place, Wednesbury Town Centre WS10 7AY 


For further details go to 
dancemagic4you.co.uk 
Enquiries: 0121 556 5285 
or 07793 371639 


Window and Door Repairs 


Open Day 


Saturday 12th January 2013 
10.00am -2.00pm 

Over 30 A and AS levels on offer. Inspiring 
teaching. A caring and supportive 
environment. Fantastic, modern facilities. 
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Reservoir Road, Edgbaston 




IA Traditional Mid Terrace Property 

• Divided into Five Student Lets 

• Low Maintenance Rear Garden 
•Ideal Investment Opportunity! 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Portland Road, Edgbaston 



19a 


• A Most Attractive End Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Guest WC 

• Allocated Parking 

Offers in the region of £164,950 


Drop In Clinic! 

Come and speak to a Mortgage 
Adviser for whole of market advice 
and raise any legal house 
buying/selling queries you may have 
with an on hand Conveyancer. 

Drop in to the Hagley Rd Branch on 
8th or 10th January between 12 and 2 
pm OR 12th January between 9.30 
and 12.00. No appointment necessary. 


Brisbane Road, Smethwick I I Abbey Road, Bearwood 


• A Larger Style Mid Terrace 

• Well Presented 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Through Lounge 

• Extended Kitchen / Diner 

• Pleasant Rear Garden 

Offers in the region of £95,000 


Barclay Road, Bearwood 


• A Stylish Two Bedroom Terrace 

• Close to Warley Woods & Schools 

• Period Features 

• Contemporary Bathroom Design 

• Southerly Garden 

• Must be Viewed! 

Offers in the region of £124,995 







• A Pleasant Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Large Rear Garden 

• Off Road Parking 

Offers in the region of £99,950 


• A Delightful Semi-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Off Road Parking & Garage 

• Extensive Rear Garden 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


• A Three Bed Semi Detached 

• Exceptionally Well Presented 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• No Chain 

Offers in the region of £150,000 


Perry Hill Road, Oldbury ] if Reservoir Road, Edgbaston ] f Westfield Road, Smethwick ] [ Gladys Road, Bearwood 







• A Well Presented Semi-detached 

• Two Bedrooms + Study 

• Directly Opposite Warley Woods 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


• Comprehensively Refurbished 

• Five Bedroom Semi 

• En Suite to Master Bedroom 

• Exceptional Garden 

Offers in the region of £280,000 


• A Traditional Mid Terrace Property 

• Divided into Four Student Lets 

• Low Maintenance Rear Garden 

• Ideal Investment Opportunity! 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


• A Three Bedroom Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Close to Local Schools 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


• A Most Attractive Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Delightful Kitchen 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


Devon Road, Bearwood j f Crosswells Road, Oldbury 



«■ 


► A Two Bedroom Detached Bungalow 

► No Upward Chain 

> Requiring General Modernisation 

> Generous Rear Garden 

Offers in the region of £229,950 




• Delightful Three Bedroom Semi 

• Much Improved 

• Off Road Parking For Several Vehicles 

• Low Maintenance Rear Garden 

Offers in the region of £134,950 



Alexander Road, Smethwick ] [ Rawlings Road, Bearwood 


Upper st Marys Road, Bearwood ] [ Abbey Crescent, Oldbury 


• A Modern Second Floor Apartment 

• Two Bedrooms 

• En Suite To Master Bedroom 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £112,500 


Link Road, Edgbaston 




• An End Terrace Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Close To Warley Woods 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £99,950 


• A Charming Three Bed Terrace 

• Deceptively Spacious 

• Generously Sized Garden 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £137,950 


Pritchard Close, Smethwick | [ Katherine Road, Bearwood 



' 



• A Delightful Mid Terrace 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Spacious Through Lounge 

• Pleasant Rear Garden 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


• A Three Bedroom Semi 

• Close to Warley Woods 

• Downstairs Cloakroom 

• Off Road Parking 

Offers in the region of £134,950 



O* O irj 


• A Most Attractive 3 Storey Terrace 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Retaining Character Features 

• En Suite to Master Bedroom 

Offers in the region of £174,950 




• A Purpose Built Duplex Flat 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Allocated Off Road Parking 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £59,500 


• Delightful Traditional Terrace 

• Character Features 

• Two Bedrooms 

• No Upward Chain 

Offers in the region of £129,950 





nghtmove 


% (§ rigs team www.oulsnam.net 
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homeof property. < 


WANTED 

hGWODD 


BOND WOLFE 


AUCTIONS 


Specialists in Selling Properties 
in the Black Country 

Properties for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion within 28 days 


For A Free No Obligation 
Auction Appraisal 

Telephone 

Ron Darlington 

07830 375 823 or 
(0121)233 5046 


Ideas to spare stylish makeover 


A spare room needn’t be a wasted space 
or a dumping ground for clutter. 

Gabrielle Fagan sources great buys and 
expert tips for creating a room fit for any 
seasonal visitor 


THE kids might be running around the 
house in school holiday-induced 
excitement, and friends and relatives 
popping round with all the gossip - 
but chances are you’ll hear nothing as 
you single-handedly fight your way 
through the clutter in the spare room. 

Giving it a makeover so it’s fit for guests is 
often the last-minute task of the season, with the 
rest of the family mysteriously melting away as 
soon as it’s mentioned. 

Unfortunately, all too often we haven’t even 
got a clue what’s accumulated in there and dread 
clearing it, according to a survey by Spaceslide, 
online sliding wardrobe systems and storage spe¬ 
cialist. 

“These rooms are usually a repository for 
things that no one can find a space for elsewhere, 
from seasonal clothes to sports kit and board 
games,” says Jon Gough at Spaceslide, where 
shelving systems start from £83.40. 

“Often, it’s a room only used around five times 
a year for visitors so the clutter easily mounts 
unnoticed. 

“Adequate storage, which maximises space, 
helps hugely whether it’s wardrobes with sliding 
doors or open shelving. 

Making the most of every inch of room, from 
under-bed storage to better use of room in an 
existing wardrobe, will all make it easy to organ¬ 
ise possessions.” 

It’s not too late to transform the spare room 
into a cosy sanctuary with the addition of new, 
attractive bedding and accessories, and a bit of 
decor TLC. 

In the New Year you could take advantage of 



The Esprit office range is shown in white mid-sheen and nocino finishes with a fold-away bed 


the sales and invest in kit which could signifi¬ 
cantly improve the room and render any more of 
those frenzied seasonal sort-outs unnecessary. 

Follow our guide to bringing style to the spare 
room - with short-term and long-term solutions. 

A comfortable bed is a vital ingredient for the 
spare room - guests who’ve slept properly will be 
much better company than those who haven’t. 

“The popularity of the fold-away bed rocketed 
in 2012 and is tipped to continue in 2013,” says 
Jamie Dean, head of design at Betta Living, fitted 
furniture and storage specialists. 

Their fold-away beds start from £1,494, and 
can be bought as part of a room design. 

A bedroom with a well-dressed bed - think 
cuddly textures like wool, velvet and cashmere - 


will instantly turn a spare room into a welcoming 
and comforting retreat. 

This time of year, many shops are well into the 
sales, and it’s a great opportunity to bag bargain 
bedding. 

Just don’t get overwhelmed by sale fever and 
buy a luridly patterned duvet set simply because 
it’s on offer - there’s probably a reason why the 
store’s got loads left. 

It’s always helpful if a spare room is more than 
just somewhere to sleep so that visitors will feel 
encouraged to retreat to it for a break or when the 
intimacy of the season is wearing a little thin. 

If you have space in the bedroom, give over a 
corner for somewhere to sit and read, listen to 
music or make phone calls. 


home 

point 

1 —iMtlrcjt 


0121 525 9355 

www.homepoint.org.uk 
102 High Street, West Bromwich B70 6JW 



Forthcoming Auction 

Tuesday 19th February 2013 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


YOU DID READ IT RIGHT! 


No set up fee’s 

Free Rent Guarantee Insurance 

Free EPC or Gas Safety Certificate 

noS ngTfee|| 

Properties Urgently Required in: West Bromwich, Tipton, Smethwick, 
Oldbury, Great Bridge. Hill Top, Princes End 

HALLi^RB 

FREE VALUATION 






Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your 
No Obligation Appraisal 

Considering Buying 
by Auction? 

Call for your 
Catalogue 

Auctioneers of Residential 
and commercial Property, 
Land and Development 
Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233““ 

or email: auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


Cottons 

CHARTIRIO lURVITORI 


Cottons, The Property Special 






* x. 
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Your essential guide to the world of motoring compiled by Motoring Editor Sharon Walters 


versatility and extra space puts the Splash out in front 



WHO knows where car 
manufacturers come up 
with the names of their new 
models, but you can’t help 
thinking Suzuki wanted 
British motorists to Splash 
out on one of their newly- 
updated models. 

It’s officially a mini-MPy but it’s 
a still a bit bigger than some of the 
other popular hatchbacks in the 
small car experts’ line-up, and those 
of its rivals. 

It goes to show that a few extra 
inches can make a big difference. 

The revamped Splash doesn’t 
take up any more room on the road, 
neither is it any more difficult to 
park, than most in the hatchback 
class. But it’s taller, which means an 
elevated driving position for better 
visibility, better than average room 
for five passengers and a bit more 


luggage space. The latest Splash 
has new front and rear bumper 
styling, a new bonnet and grille 
design, and inside there’s a new 
design of seat fabric and graphite 
colour scheme. 

I drove the top-of-the-range SZ4 
version powered by the lively 1.2 
litre, 94PS petrol engine originally 
developed for the Splash’s popular 
stablemate, the Swift. The list price 
is £12,000 while the entry level 
model is £9,325 - although at the 
time of writing Suzuki’s ‘VAT free’ 
offer was putting them all in the 
bargain basement. 

The Splash’s big selling points 
are versatility and room compared 
to hatchback rivals, particularly 
when it comes to the most fre¬ 
quently used seats - the two in the 
front. The seating position is rela¬ 
tively high, with deep windows, 
which helps visibility and manoeu¬ 
vring in tight spots. 

It also occurred to me that it 
would be appreciated by a couple of 
elderly relatives, who find getting 
in and out of my own small hatch¬ 
back a bit of a trial. 

The three rear seats split and fold 


without messing up the interior. 

I didn’t get to drive the one litre, 
68PS engine but the 1.2 (familiar 
from the Swift) is smooth and 
lively, taking you from a standstill 
to 60mph in 12 seconds yet capable 
of averaging a little over 55mpg. 
C02 emissions are 118g/km, so at 
current rates that will cost you just 
£30 a year in VED (road tax). 

There isn’t a diesel option but to 
be frank with such economy figures 
and the extra 5p per litre or so 
you’d pay for fuel, that’s hardly 
worth worrying about. 

The Splash is light and easy to 
drive, and its height has an added 
advantage. It allowed the engi¬ 
neers a little more room for suspen¬ 
sion components compared to 
smaller cars, resulting in a particu¬ 
larly smooth ride by class stan¬ 
dards. 

All Splash come with four 
airbags, CD tuner with MP3 player 
and steering wheel-mounted audio 
controls; a leather-trimmed steer¬ 
ing wheel; remote central locking; 
front electric windows with 
flat to create an impressive 573 proof compartment under the load driver’s auto-down; electrically 
litres of cargo space, plus a water- floor: ideal for a dog and your wellies adjustable and heated door mirrors; 



height-adjustable front seats; tilt 
adjustable steering wheel and an 
information display. 

The SZ3 and 4 versions also get 
air conditioning, while top of the 
range models have an Electronic 
Stability Programme); curtain 
shield airbags, 15in alloys, front 
foglamps, keyless entry and start 
with privacy glass for the rear side 
windows and tailgate. 



Model: Suzuki Splash SZ4 1.2 
Engine: 1,2 litre dual WT (vari¬ 
able valve timing) petrol 
engine driving the front wheels 
through a five-speed manual 
gearbox. 

Performance: 0-60mph in 12 
secs. 

Economy: Urban 46.3mpg, 
country 62.8mpg, average 
55.4mpg. C02 emissions 
118g/km. 

Insurance group (1 -50) 11. 
Warranty: Three years/60,000 
miles. 


J 


You want to buy a 
second-hand car. 


Nothing too 


to run. 


Or to insure. And something 
that’s easy to - 

those bollards appear from 
nowhere. So do those 


There are many 
ways to search at 



metors 

.co.uk 


Your search ends here. 

c Join us at www.facebook.com/motors.co.uk 
Follow us at www.twitter.com/motorscouk 


In partnership with Express & Star 




ilO Classic 1.2 5dr i20 Classic 1.2 3dr 


REPRESENTATIVE 6.9% APR x 

• What Car? Best City Car 
under £9,ODD 

• Standard air conditioning 




REPRESENTATIVE 6.9% APR ~ 
with £250 towards your deposit 

Key features: • Ain conditioning • Electric front 
windows • Height and reach adjustable steering 
column • Remote central locking • USB & Aux 
connections • Radio/CD and 4 speakers 


www.expressandstar.com/motors 


BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

• Millenium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR. 08430 222857 

• 55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW. 08430 224278 

www.brindleyhyundai.co.uk Calls charged at local rate 


FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (L/l OOKM) FOR HYUNDAI RANGE: URBAN 25.2 (11.2) - 78.5 (3.6), EXTRA URBAN 38.7 
(7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), COMBINED 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 EMISSIONS 231 - 84 G/KM. Offer applies to new vehicles purchased in 
the UK and registered between 1st October 2012 and 31st January 2013 inclusive. Offer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn or varied at any 
time. A Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantees / indemnities may be required. Offer available on Hyundai Personal 
Contract Purchase and Hyundai Conditional Sale. Finance provided by Hyundai Motor Finance RH1 1 SR. All figures correct at time of going to press. Price 
shown includes delivery, first registration fee, number plates, 12 months Road Fund Licence and relevant customer saving (dependant on model). 
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Tourer 
tows the 
line for 


THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 



SALE 

FROM 27 DECEMBER 2012 - 7 JANUARY2013 



AN ADDITIONAL 


5 YEARS I £1000 I £500 

^0/ A nn T VAUXHALL DEPOSIT T 


1% APR 


NO DEPOSIT I OFF DURING 

REQUIRED BYYOU THE SALE 


••• VAUXHALL NETWORK q USED CARS T T T QUALITY USED CARS ••• 

CARS FROM ONLY£2499 ••• CARS FROM ONLY£2499 ••• CARS FROM ONLY£2499 


AGILA 

2010/10Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Design 5 Door Hatchback, Corn flower Blue, 4500 miles.... 
2010/10 Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Design 5 Door Hatchback, Silver, 17186 miles. 


ASTRA 

2012/62 Vauxhall Astra 1.4140bhp GTC Sport Turbo Start/Stop 3dr Hatch, silver lake, 20 m.. £14988 

2010/60 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 S 5 Door Hatchback, Power red, 18000 miles. £9000 

2009/59 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, power red, 22835 miles. £8999 

2011 /61 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Sri Sat nav 5 Door Hatchback, silver lake, 13135 miles. £12000 

2012/62 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SRi Vx-line 5 Door Hatchback, carbon flash, 20 miles. £14988 

2009/59 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 Design 5 Door Hatchback automatic. Silver, 37846 miles. £6999 

2012/12 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi Elite 5dr Hatchback automatic, sovereign silver, 8738 miles.. £14000 
2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi Elite Start/Stop 5dr Hatchback, sovereign silver, 2633 miles.. £13499 

2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi Elite Start/Stop 5dr Hatchback, technical grey, 6059 miles. £13000 

2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi GTC SRi Start/Stop Sat nav, silver lake, 2910 miles. £17000 

2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SE Sat Nav 5dr Estate automatic, sapphire black, 11421 miles£14999 
2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatchback, Sovereign silver, 12020 miles.. £13699 

2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5 Door Hatchback, Power red, 6033 miles. £13499 

2011/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatchback, Sovereign silver, 9400 miles.... £13000 

2012/62 Vauxhall Astra CDTi GTC SRi Start/Stop 3 Door Hatchback, Red, 2971 miles. £17999 

11/61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5 Door Hatchback, Olympic white, 7974 miles.. £13499 

CORSA 

2008/58 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active 3 Door Hatchback, Black, 39090 miles. 

2009/59 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active 5 Door Hatchback, star silver, 30000 miles. 

2008/08 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Club 5 Door Hatchback, Blue, 23733 miles. 

2010/10 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Energy 5 Door Hatchback, star silver, 17723 miles. 

2011/61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi AC 5 Door Hatchback, technical grey, 12480 miles. 

2011 /61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 3 Door Hatchback automatic. Star Silver, 4261 miles... 

2011/11 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Black sapphire, 15196 miles. 

2008/57 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, sapphire black, 29865 miles. 

2011/61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 5 Door Hatchback, Silver, 12136 miles. 

2012/12 Vauxhall Corsa 1.7 CDTi SE 5 Door Hatchback, Silver lake, 2350 miles. 

2012/12 Vauxhall Corsa SXi AC 5 Door Hatchback, Black, 6023 miles. 


. £9499 

£12000 
£10000 
. £8000 


INSIGNIA 

... £6499 2009/59 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 SRi 5 Door Estate, carbon flash, 23000 miles. 

...£6499 2011/61 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 12205 miles. 

2010/60 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 SRi Hatchback, technical grey, 21072 miles. 

2009/09 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 SRi Nav 5 Door Hatchback, panacota, 35233 miles. 

2012/61 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite Nav 5dr Hatch automatic,Technical grey, 14736 miles£16000 

2009/09 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5 Door Hatchback, Black, 42917 miles. £9499 

2011/11 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE Nav 5dr Estate automatic, sovereign silver, 21000 miles£13499 
2010/10 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5 Door Estate automatic, technical grey, 43998 miles ..£10000 
2012/12 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav VX-Line Red 5dr Hatch, power red, 11412 miles.... £17000 
2011/61 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Start\Stop 5dr Hatch 4x4, Olympic white, 5182 miles... £16000 
MERIVA 

2011/11 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Star silver, 9630 miles. £9499 

2006/06 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Breeze 5 Door MPV automatic. Silver, 41173 miles. £3999 

2012/12 Vauxhall Meriva Active MPV, Brown, 15 miles. £13000 

ZAFIRA 

2009/59 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Design 5 Door MPV, Sapphire black, 31000 miles. £8499 

2012/12 Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 CDTi SRi Tourer Start/Stop 5dr MPV, Olympic white, 5947 miles.... £17999 
CHEVROLET 

2011/11 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LT Hatchback automatic, Moroccan Blue, 4634 miles miles. £8499 

2009/09 Chevrolet Lacetti 1.8 SX 5 Door Estate automatic, Misty Lake, 13700 miles. £4499 

2005/05 Chevrolet Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5 Door Hatchback, poly Silver, 37849 miles. £2499 

£5999 2009/58 Chevrolet Matiz 1.0 SE 5 Door Hatchback, sky blue, 19981 miles. £4000 

£7000 2012/12 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDi LT 5 Door MPV automatic. Carbon Flash, 7077 miles. £13499 

£5999 2011/60 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDI LTZ SAT NAV MPV, Velvet red, 13508 miles. £13000 

£7499 2011/61 Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LS 5 Door Hatchback, Ice Teal, 7147 miles. £6499 

£8699 OTHER MAKES 

£9000 2008/08 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 2.0 HDi VTR+ 5dr MPV automatic, Nocciola, 35000 miles. £8499 

£8000 2010/60 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Edge 5 Door Hatchback, Panther Black, 13900 miles. £9000 

£6000 2011/11 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec3 Door Hatchback, Colorado red, 12327 miles. £8699 

£8999 2010/10 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5 Door Hatchback, Panther black, 16000 miles. £8499 

£ 12699 2007/07 Mini Cooper S 1.6 3 Door Hatchback, Blue, 25502 miles. £7999 

.... £9499 2010/10 Suzuki Alto 1.0 SZ3 5 Door Hatchback, Pink, 2074 miles. £5499 


BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 

Telephone 08430 221183 calls charged a 


57 BRIDGE STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 OAH 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 08430 221126 


CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Part of the Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands Motoring since 1931. Pictures for illustration only. We are licenced credit brokers. *Not eligible for 0% finance. 



First things first, I don’t need a seven seater 
car and I don’t need to be able to tow a decent 
weight... but if I did the Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 
would be up there among contenders. 

This third-generation of the model hit our roads earlier 
this year and has continued its earlier success and built on 
it. Unlike some MPVs, it is full-size with plenty of space for 
seven, and also unlike other MPVs, it can actually tow a 
decent weight. In fact it was named this year’s Best MPV at 
Practical Caravan magazines’s Towcar Awards 2012. 

The Practical Caravan awards, backed by What Car? 
magazine and The Camping and Caravanning Club, are 
based on a vigorous and thorough towcar assessment. Each 
car is tested by a panel of eight judges for its towing ability, 
buying and owning costs, drive quality when not towing and 
practicality. 

“The Zafira Tourer really comes into its own when 
towing,” said awards judge Nigel Donnelly, Haymarket 
Outdoor Leisure Group’s editor-in-chief - digital. “At the 
legal limit and beyond the Zafira Tourer is a relaxing car to 
tow with. With plenty of power and torque, the 2.0-litre 
engine pulled car and caravan from 30-60mph in 14.1 
seconds. Braking showed the shortest stopping distance in 
this class. The Zafira Tourer offers strong performance, 
good stability and space for seven.” 

“We’re delighted Zafira Tourer has won the Best MPV 
title at the Towcar Awards 2012,” said Peter Hope, Vaux- 
hall’s marketing director. “The Towcar of the Year awards 
are an industry standard and by far the most prestigious 
event in the caravanning calendar.” 

And while I didn’t test its towing capabilities the 2.0 litre 
version I drove certainly felt it had the capability to hitch up 
the ‘van’ for a summer holiday and leave you feeling pretty 
safe behind the wheel with the kids piled in the back. But I 
did test some of Vauxhall’s flexibility claims by trying out a 
number of the options Flex7 seating system. There are 
several including ‘Lounge Seating’ on key models. When 
you want seven up the two seats at the very back come up 
out of the floor and the middle bench seat is now a set of 
three separate seats which are also each capable of folding 
and splitting into any number of combinations. In addition 
the two outside seats slide backwards and inwards against 
the middle seat which folds to form two arm rests and gives 
plenty of space. 

Reduced 

Only downside to seven up is the reduced boot space. But 
if you want to turn it into a load lugger put all the seats down 
to reveal 1,860 litres of space - more than enough for a trip 
to collect flat-pack from Ikea or clear the shed out and head 
for the tip. 

Staying on the inside materials are of a much better 
quality than the old model and the design means everyone 
gets a good view of outside from the light and airy cabin. 
This is made even better if you opt for a panoramic sunroof 
and the high-top windscreen 

There’s a choice of two petrol engines and three diesel. 
My car was the ecoflex with start/stop technology and I 
really could appreciate the difference in fuel consumption 
when chugging around town doing odd jobs and stopping off 
for shopping. Sitting at traffic lights just when they change 
at one of my regular routes can take some minutes and 
when the engine switches off it can make all the difference 
on your monthly fuel bill. 

Drivewise it was comfortable and coped well with the pot¬ 
holes on the B roads on my way into work and it smoothly 
made its way along the M54. 

Standard features across the four trim level range 
include: ESF) six airbags, air conditioning, CD/MP3 player 
and cruise control - not bad with prices starting at £21,010. 



A good view outside is guaranteed due to the Zafira’s 
high-top windscreen 
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There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ONUNE^FREE ADVERTS) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

yvv^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
* Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 

By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u » 

0 a M 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 

SELL IT FAST 
SELL ITLOCAL 

109301 

1 For 6 nighte V 

(Conditions apply) 

Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 

Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 


Funeral Directors 



Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 


W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 




Est. 1907 

WEST BROMWICH 

A Family Run 
Business, 

With Four Generations 
of Personal Service 
Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-payment plans 
& Monumental Masons 
Telephone day and 
night. 


0121 553 0442 


44 All Saints Way, West Bromwich 



I George Webb & Son I 
| FUNERAL DIRECTORS | 

A Comprehensive 
24 Hour Personal Service 
17-19, St. Michael Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 7AB. 0121553 0298 
www. geor ge webb. co .uk 


J Hartkuul & Son 


•ilp^n*4 UHMrifWki 

• titrMlllt 



BJoxivich «u 4 West Reomwick 


con 07792 298789 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 

Serving the community with care and compassion. 

• We offer a complete 24 hour, 365 days a year service 

• We will support you and the family before, during and after the funeral 

• For information on pre-paid plans, call 0800 454 9400 or 
contact your local funeral home 

27 Market Place 

Wednesbury 
Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcounties.coop 

Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 
For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 



Trie co operative 

funeralcare 


et yee* Mi MM 

• u 

U-tpralwteMif 


• 

• :L kmnl. . 



rtftlll 525 1905 


•121 552 1170 

WWW ro*4lM*vc»e» 

fffcMraltert ^ 


Monumental 

Masons 


HEADSTONES, MEMORIALS, 

Inscriptions, Plaques, Renova¬ 
tions. Buy direct from our factory 
shop. Call Hopcrafts 01902 
420452 or 0121 556 0494. 
www.hopcraftmemorials.co.uk 


Lost & Found 


LOST—December 3, Cat, Male 
tabby, neutered, one hind paw 
white,uniform markings. Palfrey 
area, Reward. 01922 611402. 



_ 

www.inyfdmily 
dnnounccmcfitv 
co uk/ 

cxprcsvandvtar 



NEW SINGLES VALENTINE 

Dating Events! The Old Stags 
Head, Penn - ages 35-55, Tues, 
Feb 5th. The Crown at Wergs - 
ages 40-55, Weds, Feb 13th 
and ages 30-45, Sun, Feb 
17th. Cocktails on arrival. 
www.whenthemusicstops.com 


market 

place 


V 

education & tuition 

SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

elderly & disabled 


A BARGAIN Straight stairlifts 
from £695 inc Warranty. Free 
survey. Freephone 0800 7318842 
CAPITOL MOBILITY - BILSTON 
Scooters, powerchairs, stairlifts, 
riser chairs, all mobility sales. 
Call: 01902 409929. 

CAPITOL MOBILITY - BILSTON 
Scooters, stairlifts, wheelchairs, 
quality sales service and repairs. 
Call: 01902 409929. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01902 569216/ 07831 246292 



aerials 




A A DIGITAL 
HH AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CS5 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

Cl 25 

SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


HiiNiNDirFfiinmn 


health & beauty 


UISIKI 


Get that golden glow and tone up for Christmas. 
Vertical, lie downs and spray tanning. Free trial 
session on Flabulous machine. 

6 FREE MINUTES FOR FIRST 50 NEW CUSTOMERS 

98 Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WSIO 9BY 

onan sos 22-73 


household appliances 


MST & PRESENT 



New Graded & Re-Furbished Applia nce; 
Sales & Repairs 
Local Delivery Available 


24-26 Church Street 
Bilston, Near Wolverhampton 
WV14 0AH 

Tel/Fax: 01902 403770 


FRIDGE FREEZER i 

condition. £85. 

07786 858357. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 


items for sale 


TRAILER 7ft x 4ft, deep sides, 
spare wheel, good condition. 
£185. 01283 841042/07779 128014. 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul 01543 251743. 


New stores opening 
in your area 
e website for details 


SANDWELL 


FREE QUOTES & OAP DISCOUNTS 
FROM YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN 
NEW AERIALS * REPAIRS * TUNING * 
SET UP TV’s * FREE-SAT 

£10 OFF REPAIRS & TUNING 



pc's, laptops & 
accessories 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


removals 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


specialists at your 
service 


blinds 


carpentry & joinery 


CW Joinery . 

mob su w/w$ m fmmM 
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» Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

» Doors and Flooring 
• Windows and Staircases 
» Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

ndioine.,_ 

07903 234 137 


carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


carpet fitters 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied 
or just fitted, quality samples 
brought to your home, no job too 
small, free quotes call Mark 
01543 820598/07941 619694. 

alarms/security 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

architects 

HARPER SMALL WORKS 

Architectural Services by 
Qualified Architect 
Loft conversions, Extentions, 
Domestic/commercial/new builds 

www.harpersmallworks.co.uk 
Call 07581 265484 


double glazing repairs 


serWe 

\Fg3ouu\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 


handyman services 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job to big or to small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


hardware stores 

BILSTON DIY HARDWARE29 

Broad Street Bilston, WV14 0BU. 
Great offers every week. 01902 
404019/Bilstondiy@yahoo.co.uk 

guttering 

A* GUTTERING: Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning. Conserva¬ 
tories, Drives etc: 07969 117656. 

kitchens & bathrooms 


jim mu 

mm 


polished 


All cut to size and polished. 

Supplied and fitted. 
Kitchens, Vanity Tops and 
Fireplaces. 

Gas fires and stoves 
at low prices 

The Marble Granite 
& Stove Centre 

Great Brickkiln Street, 
Wolverhampton. 

01902 713606 
0121 556 0494 


plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

plastering 


RODAN PLASTERING 

Skimming, Dry Lining 
& Partitions, Rendering 
15 yrs of experience, 

Free quotes 
Call 07838 214 905 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


roofing 


M ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr AS 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 

wrought iron 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs/fitting plus 
Block paving 01902 606979 24 hrs. 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 

u 50% OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT WITH 
YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 

CALL 0800 916 6563 
OR VISIT hillarys.co.uk 


HILLARYS 


I 
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Measuring & fitting included 


ROAAANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 
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classified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


skip hire 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


wcami 


(Coseley) 

Cheap and 
reliable service 

07867 754204 or 
07886 721875 


RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
10121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 



tv/home 

entertainments 


service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


function rooms 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM to hire 
at ‘Pulse’ in Wednesbury. For 
more details call 0121 506 1100. 


business 


commercial 
_premises 

BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS TO LET 

1,800 Sq Ft Coseley 
4,500 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
1,500 SQ Ft Tipton 
Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07779 331335 


WORKSHOPS/ 

WAREHOUSES 


Cradley Heath, 

1.50 per sq ft. 

Call Matt Moore 07932 377740 

commercial 

i/\e 


OFFICE TO LET £30pw inc. Long 
or short term, quiet location, fur¬ 
nished, car park, 24/7 access 1 
mile from jet 9 M6 07545 909693. 


r 


L 

jobs | 


finance & 
accounting 


PURCHASE LEDGER ASSIS¬ 
TANT required for Accounts 
Office. Previous experience in 
SageL50 an advantage. Cv to: 
info@pargat.com 


office & secretarial 


WE ARE RECRUITING for an 
Office Junior to start with us in 
2013. For full job details 
please visit our website 
www.glancynicholls.com/news 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(CROSSWELLS ROAD, OLDBURY) 

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) AND HALL STREET, OLDBURY 
(TEMPORARY ONE-WAY OPERATION) ORDER 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, 
following a fire at Alcohols Ltd, in the interests of health and safety in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, and in not less than seven days from the date of this Notice, 
intends to make an Order, the effect of which will be to prohibit any 
vehicle from proceeding along the following roads in Oldbury: 

■ Crosswells Road (between the Level Crossing and Hall Street). 

• Station Road (between the Level Crossing and Western Road). 

The alternative route for vehicles will be via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, 
Vicarage Road, Crosswells Road and vice-versa. 

Hall Street will also be closed for short periods as and when required in order 
to facilitate demolition works. 

2. No vehicle shall be allowed to proceed in Hall Street, Oldbury other than 
in a northerly direction. 

Southbound traffic will be diverted via Vicarage Street, Vicarage Road and 
Crosswells Road. 

3. The Order will take effect on 14th January 2013, and is expected to 
continue for approximately 8 weeks or until the site has been made safe 
and the fire damaged structures have been demolished. The Order may 
continue in force for a period not exceeding 18 months, or until the works 
in connection with the Order have been completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work or the road closures should be directed to 
Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

DATED this 3rd day of January 2013 
N SHARMA 

Director of Legal and Governance Services 
SandweU Council House 
Oldbury, West Midlands 


HIGH\ 

AGENCY 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(A) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (FRANKLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE) 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2013 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Transport intends 
to make an Order on the M5 Motorway near Frankley in the County of 
Worcestershire to allow resurfacing and drainage works to be carried out. 
The effect of the Order will be to impose a 50 miles per hour speed limit 
on the southbound carriageway of the M5 from a point 30 metres south 
of the centreline of Frankley Green Lane underbridge to the centreline of 
Malthouse Lane underbridge near Chadwich Manor. 

Work is expected to start at 00.01 hours on Monday 21 January 2013 
and continue for approximately 9 weeks. The Order will come into force 
on 14 January 2013. 

Vehicles being used by the emergency services and special forces will be 
exempt from the speed limit. 

For further information, please contact xxx on xxx xxx. 

Mike Lloyd, A Higher Executive Officer in the Highways Agency. 



CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 

TRAINING 
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leisure 


caravans / 
motorhomes 


VW T4 CAMPERVAN 

recent professional conversion 
including half leather front 
seaters, 2 way fridge, gas hob, 
alloys, lowered, 11 
months MoT. 

£5,995 

07976 653388 


in your garden 


Top soil, 
Building sand. 
Paving/concrete sand. 
Decorative gravels. 
Delivered bagged or loose. 
01902 893226 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur¬ 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Potential purchasers of 
puppies or kittens are strongly 
recommended to see the 
puppy/kitten in its home envi¬ 
ronment with its 
parent/parents. 


BRITISH BULLDOG Pups. Ready 
January 7. Fawn, red, white, KC 
applied. Five generation pedi¬ 
gree. Fully vac’s / wormed. Six 
weeks free insurance. Dep 
secures. Call Nick 07783 209997. 

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES Tri¬ 
coloured, boys, vet checked, 
wormed, £170. 07746 219752. 

JACK RUSSELL pups, boys, girls, 
small legs, short hair, beautiful 
markings, £180. 07981 422551. 

PEKINGESE PUPPY beautiful 
little girl, Red, lovely tempera¬ 
ment. 01543 876432. 




what's on 




BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKE 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

accessories & services 


TL HARVEY 

DISMANTLER 

Always try TL Harvey 1st 
• Guaranteed second hand parts 
Closed Sundays 
WEDNESBURY WS10 8LJ 
0121 526 2341 
01902 492144 

www.tlharvey.com 


cars over £1500 


AUDI A3 1.9 TDi 08 reg black, 5 dr, 
113k, FSH, tax, MoT, £30 year tax. 
Good condition. £6,195 ono. 07931 
424119/07979 712855. 

FORD FIESTA Style Climate, 
auto, 2006,21,500 miles, black, air 
con, fsh, long MoT, central 
locking, tax, CD, petrol, £3,400 
ono. 07868 364553. 

JAGUAR MARK 2 2.4 litre, 1962, 
tax, MoT, silver, wire wheels, 
beautiful condition. £9,980. 07761 
403824. 

KIA PICANTO, 2005, 28,000 miles, 
silver, electric windows, MoT, 
central locking, pas, tax, petrol, 
£1,950 ono. 07761 532710. 


VOLKSWAGON TOURAN 
SPORT 2.0TDI 

2006, 72,000 miles, as new 
engine and turbo fitted by VW 
12 months ago at cost £5,500 
warranted, only 15,000 miles 
covered, black, abs, electric 
mirrors and windows, airbags, 
dual zone climate control, fsh, 
alarm, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, one owner, 
cruise control, pas, diesel, tax, 
alloys, stereo, CD multi and 
ipod, 6 speed manual. 

£6,390 ono. 

07854 169607. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 1.1, 3 dr, 02, 

long MoT and Tax, only 37k, very 
good condition all round, £1,400. 
0121 572 8688 / 07759 275957. 

SEAT INCA COMBI van 2001, 51, 
immaculate, diesel, tax/MoT, 
power steering, cd. Very nice van, 
£995. 07570 466779. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ARIZONA 

1.4, N reg, Taxed, tested, alloys 
cd, power steering. Very good 
condition, £400. 07811 988833. 


MARKET & 


BILSTON 
SU INI DAY 
GAR BOOT 


52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 1 50 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 
£25 for 3 
NO IY1EID! FREE 
PARKING! 

UNDER NEW 
IVI AIM AO I IV* EIMT 
SELLERS * ( IRIM LIE - 
£ 1 O PER ROOT 
BILSTON TOWN 
CENTRE, WV1 4 ODN 



driving tuition 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 
Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and disabled. 

Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £30. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone 07791 486560 


Patient, Friendly, Reliable, Instructors 

First Lesson FREE 
5 Lessons £50 

Male & Female Instructors 
High First Time Pass Rate 
Crash Courses Available 
1 -2 Week Pass Courses 
Pass Plus Courses 
Refresher Lessons 

Pay as you go or Block Booking Discounts 

07799 200500 or 
0121 4000 121 

www.one2onedrivingschool.org.uk 


motorbikes 

COGGERS/ 

MOTORCYCLET~. 



MOTORCYCLES WANTED Cash 
on collection. All Bikes 
01902 312939 / 07748 150779 
TRIUMPH 3TA, 5TA, T100 and 
TIOOs engine and frame parts for 
sale, also Wanted parts to finish 
1961 650 Triumph. 07761 403824. 


vehicle hire 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 

HIRE AND DRIVE Low cost 

hire, WS10 8JG. 0121- 

www.HireandDrive.co.u 


vehicles wanted 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


scrap vehicles 


\ 


1st CHOICE 


S! 

:s! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 

07977 

07895 


562853 PPI 
499516 V 
34681 1-24 hrs 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 4931101 Daytime 
0121 525 5813 J 
01902 659775 - evenings 


A&A PAY MORE 

GUARANTEED 


I DVLA REGISTERED SCRAP IT LEGALLY I 
ALL SCRAP CARS, VANS AND TRUCKS I 

Call Anytime I 


01902 783107 
0121 553 1944 


TOP PRICE PAID FOR SCRAP CARS 

NO WHEELS? NO KEYS? 

NO PROBLEM! 

24hr collection, 7 days, any area 

07500 042351 


property 


properties wanted 


I BUY HOUSES 
AND FLATS 
ANY CONDITION 
CALL RONA 
07956 929 151 
Your local property investor 


Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer. Up to 
100% of market value ! Call Sue 
on 0121 285 0317. 

PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 

accommodation to 
let 



No Deposit 
*Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
‘Includes Most Bills 

D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup- 
’ ‘ ' particulars of premises to 


plying p 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

SPACIOUS ONE BED FLAT 

secure parking, Walsall town 
centre. £395pcm. 07791 462937 
WEDNESFIELD 3 bed house, long 
term let. Deposit required. Sorry 
no DSS. £595pcm. 07771 755051. 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5?Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


5^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


If you believe that something inaccurate or intrusive has 
been published about you, then you can come to the Press 
Complaints Commission for help. Well listen to your 
concerns and deal with your complaint at no cost. 

The PCC is the independent self-regulatory body for the UK 
newspaper and magazine industry. We enforce a Code of 
Practice and work to raise standards in the press. We offer 
a service that is fast, free and fair. 

We can also advise on concerns about material that hasn’t yet 
been published, or if you’re feeling harassed by journalists. 
For emergencies, we can be contacted at any time of the day 
or night. 

Call us on 0845 600 2757 or visit www.pcc.org.uk to find out 
more about the PCC and how we can help you. 

THE PCC: WE WILL 
ENSURE YOUR 
VOICE IS HEARD 


PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION 
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Local Tradesmen 


BUNDS & CURTAINS 


3 for 2 on selected blinds 


Fittings available in January, 2013 


til 


■All Types of Blinds 



Bi 


L-ni* I 

blinds 


■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
Year designs and materials FREE 

Guarantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

Call 0121 624 2053 

www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


BARGAIN BUNDS & CURTAINS 



n- e 

CELEBRATING OUR 14TH \ 

®D®© ©©a.'zf i a c a i a 1 

, www.ukbnrgainblinds.co.uk l 9am ' 9 P m 7 da y s l 


BUILDERS 




BUILDING 
SERVICES 

We specialise in: 
Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations 

For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 5565806-07950904087 


PJC Construction 


General Builders 


• Over 35 years experience 

• Sandwell & Birmingham MBC approved 

• Free Quotations in all types of building work 

• Full Renovations, Extensions, Fitted Kitchens 
& Bathrooms including wet rooms 

• New windows & conservatories 

• Garden walling & patios 

Tel: 0121 429 5024 Mob: 07774 854601 

179 Balden Road, Harborne B32 2ES 
Email: p crook@sky.com B9 


fl 

Cagi 


Kk 
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HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our 
local tradesmen 
appearing weekly 
on these pages 


mm 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 
Friendly Service 
For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 



SERVICES 


* All electrical 
repairs undertaken, 
k Electric showers 
k Security lights 
k Extra sockets and lights 
k Rewires 

k Burglar alarms Installation, 
Repair & Service all makes. 

Free Quotes 

‘ Telephone: 0121-556 7024 
Mobile: 07956 954763 


BOB 

THEPMNTBI 

Member of Sandwell Tradeweee 
For all types of 
Painting and Decorating 
Domestic and Commercial 
Interior and Exterior 
Commercial vehicle logos 
Fully insured 

Ring Bob on 0121 421 6632 
Mobile 07790 648248 


Mod-Cert 


• Complete rewires 

• Shower installations 

• Testing/Certs 

• Fuseboard upgrades 

• Security Alarms 

• Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 
Call now for a Free Quote 

Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 


Reg EPP31405 


ML electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co.ukU 


LOFT SERVICES 

♦ Loft Flooring Fitted 

♦ New or enlarged loft access 

♦ Loft Ladders 


UPVC Drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 
£185 fully fitted 



14 years’ experience 


GARDENING 


LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 



All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07816 086369 




GARDENING 


ARCHER I 
ELECTRICAL | 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


AM ELECTRICAL *T3 
SERVICES ^ 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And ParTRewjres / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showed/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingf*$afety Reports 
CCTV /^Burguliolarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23fift > 
07785 781652, 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting 
*Driveways & Patios 

*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (5 mil) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


FENCING 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

-IVJIJkH-1 J-1M - 



0121-565 4533 


MAN WITH VAN 


]]QM3 


man & uon 




• Deliveries 

• Collections 

• Clearances 

For a FREE No Obligation Quote 


mzm 


MOTORING ACCESSORIES 

F.R. Bastable & Son 




Ol 


& ++ + 

• Batteries 

(with 3 year guarantee!) 

• Clutches 

• Service Spares 

• Braking Components 

• Oil & Fluids 

• Starters and Alternators 

• Steering and Suspension 


Suppliers of 

quality automotive components to 
both the trade and retail. 

Old fashioned 

customer service and many years of 
experience backed 
by competitive pricing and a large 
stock holding. 

Call us today for an instant quote on 
your requirements! 

• Electrical Spares 

• Cooling Components 

• Wiper Blades 

• Paint & Bodyshop Supplies 

• Key Cutting 

• Number Plates 

Parts • Plus lots, lots more! _ 


Telephone: 9121 5522851 

Open 7 days a week 

33-35 Langley High Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 4SN 


ROOFING 


A1 Little Job Man 0 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


Hi 


0121 553 3020 


PAVING 


DISC9UNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 



Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


PLASTERING 


: ARTEXMAN * 

k Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

‘ FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 
I (01902)675144/ : 
‘ 07890 655189 * 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


P. A. Palmer 

Plasterer 

Covers the Whole 
of Sandwell 

Tel: 01384 250997 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 






Fitted Kitchens * Damp Proofing 
Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

Building work | 

t ~ All work guaranteed __ ~ t 

^ For a FREE quote call 4 

Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING E. 


. and fitted or fitting only 

Kitchen installation 

Tiling, replastering, carpentry and build- 
Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.com 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


• Domestic and commercial 

• All plumbing work 
undertaken 

•All pipe work 
unblocked 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


K.S.T Plumbing, 
Heating and Gas 
Fitting Service 


Boilers, extra radiators, 
bathrooms, kitchens, 
cookers and fires 
FREE QUOTES 
BEST PRIC ES 

0121 556 5906 
07884 266330 


Q3J 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes 

General plumbing repairs and guttering 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 077S] 669066 


To advertise your business and reach 78,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 A 

_ 

E-mail us at... ^6 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB. Ak 
















































































































































Page 50 SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 3 2013 


Local Tradesmen 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


*0 COMBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PRO COMBI • Bl 

‘HEATING COMPANY 

SPECIALISTS IN COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS. BOILER REPAIRS & CHANGES 


£4991 


BATHROOMS 
AND KITCHENS 
FULLY FITTED, 

I INCLUDING TILING, 
ELECTRICS & 
PLUMBING 


WORCESTER 28 JUNIOR I INC FLUE AND CLOCK FROM . £920 

FERROLI 31 HE PLUS OPTIMAX FROM .£6 20 

BIASI INC FLUE AND CLOCK FROM .£499 

VAILLANT ECO-TEC 831 FROM . £1098 

PRO-COMBI INC FLUE AND CLOCK FROM .£525 



RADIATORS £_ 

CLEARANCE 
AMAZING PRICE 

600 X 600 11K- £8 EACH 
600 X 1400 11K - £25 EACH 
600 X 1600 11K - £25 EACH 


WE ALSO SUPPLY AND FIT KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 
L 2 ROEBUCK LANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 6QP TEL: 0121 525 4410 MOB: 07940 579434 $ 


4 • ISVia • ISIAIQ3 OMd • llOUUBd • XNV1HVA • ISVI0 • IOIAJOO OHd • IIOUUBd • INVTIlVl^ * 


H OUSEHOLD 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ^ E st 
S upply and fit or fit only viMH 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 
V_www.household-plumbing.co.uk 





SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 


Complete central heating installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £111 

Tel:078l4 8 

100347 NO OBLIGATION 



82504 

FREE OUOTE 


Wednesbupy 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 


0121 505 3334 



» 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 


Rubbish Removal 

Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 


(No skips) 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


SPECIALISTS 


BROMLEY CARPETS”-! 



t Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Massive range of samples straight to your door 

t Choose At Home Service 

§ Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 



(0121) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


DOD’C I est. r 

I"'. U .V? ? O I 20YEARS 1 1 

RUBBISH 

B A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
I REMOVAL 7 DAYS I 

Small Jobs ^ 

| NO PROBLEM 

_ We load, \f m L 

I No Skips B! II 

l^ree Estimates * ■ 

I Garden, Household, Shed, I 

I Garage, Fridges, White . 
Goods, House Clearances I 

10121 500 60331 

WEST BROMWICH 



XX LL. tVJXX-JOEg 
CFSEEUE 
CXXFSETS 
XX CCEE EED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 

HU 07956 308581 

Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

■ OF IMMITA TIONS 


Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our 
local tradesmen 
appearing weekly 
on these pages 


] 

] 

] 



Call us on... 

01902 319577 



E-mail us at... 

a.sehemby@expressandstar.co.uk 



Post to... 

Aneil Sehemby, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 



www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


TflaJltma, 

FriendsGy 

0800 121 4230 



0333 313 7360 
0906 500 3955 

0906 500 3957 



WOLVDATE 

(£1.50 per photo sent) 



SINGLE LADIES 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT207 To : 65125. 

Or call 0906 635 0510. 
(T&C's below) 

TRACY 26, pretty petite 
brunette, possibly looking for 
LTR but definitely looking for fun 
times with outgoing guy. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397027 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy 
hour glass, loves to be tactile, 
OHAC, WLTM caring male for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 399047 0 

PAULA 37, WLTM male 
companion for meals out, social 
drinking, weekends away, 
hopefully leading to a meaningful 
friendship with benefits! Any age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398503 

MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, 
petite, blonde, blue eyes, looking 
to enjoy life with similar romantic, 
caring guy. Single dad welcome. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398349 

CAROLINE attractive, kind, 
caring, 43, seeking kind, caring 
male for LTR, 45-50. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

396837 | 

NATASHA single professional 
39yr old brunette looking for fun 
and friendship with genuine guy, 
30-50yrs. Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
395719 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, 
slim, looking for male for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392979 | 

TRISH tall slim young/good 
looking GSOH, professional, 
solvent, OHAC, affectionate and 
loves tic, WLTM male who also 
likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397579 | 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
2ins, loving, seeking male who 
likes walks, cinema and romantic 
meals. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396127| 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you 
hear? Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat 
in/out, share a nice flirty glass of 
large wine or two with good 
company and am eager to hear 
from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single 
mum looking for adult 
companionship and strictly no 
strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, 
outgoing, discreet, looking for fun 
times only with male over 40yrs, 
call to find out more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398759 

HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed 
beauty. Call me if you have a 
happy outlook and are seeking 
some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate 
evenings in with great food and 
conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397485 | 

MARIA French female looking 
for mutually convenient 
companionship, very friendly, 
very discreet and very interested 
in meeting with you! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397451 | 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black 
lady, 53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM 
male, 45-65, 6ft plus for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397681 


TINA young attractive 27yr old 
single female looking for older 
friendly loving male for adult fun 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive 
female, likes music, travel, 
animals, cosy nights in front of a 
log fire, looking for affectionate 
male for good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

BLONDE attractive educated 
lady 50, young minded, seeks 
professional tall male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

391818 0 

CATHY is a slim attractive lady 
with an open minded attitude to 
life, she WLTM a man of any 
age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:395657 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium 
build, long dark hair, smoker, 
seeks smart gent who wants to 
get out and about for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396409 

JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium 
build, brown eyes, likes music, 
cooking, cosy nights in/out, 
seeks similar male for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397407 | 

BIG bubbly black female, single 
mum, looking for male for nights 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392501 0 

WIDOW 70, genuine, kind, 
caring, laidback, seeking male 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 387013 

SUSIE gorgeously feminine and 
sensual, loves lazy summer 
days, misses male 

companionship WLTM someone 
with sense of adventure and lust 
for life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394117 

LOUISE youthful looking female 
looking for spontaneous male to 
put some love and lust back into 
life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392491 

CARING lady, 52, brown 
hair/eyes, seeks male, 30-60 for 
socialising, meals out, cinema, 
music, sports and having a 
laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 3928831 

LOVING caring young 68yr old 
female, 5ft 2ins, slim-medium 
build, size 12, smoker, seeks 
slim, well dressed guy with 
GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399923 0 

ANGELA green eyed dark 
haired feminine lady who enjoys 
walking and keeping fit, seeking 
lonely kind gentleman for good 
times and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed 
brunette, sporty, well maintained 
25yr old uni student looking for 
older male for discreet dates. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no 
ties, GSOH, N/S, loves the 
simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy 
together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single 
mum looking to find love so 
thought I would give this a go, 
please don’t make me regret it, 
someone call me pis. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed 
black female, very tactile, seeks 
mature honest white male for 
loving fun times. Call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, 
single, very lonely and looking for 
love, fun and male 
companionship. Pis get in touch. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 

HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in 
and fun-loving relationship. Any 
age/looks/race. Tel No: 0906 


CHRIS attractive slim 
sophisticated redhead, seeking 
male 30-50's to relax with and 
get to know. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392401 0 

LOUISE 35, loves meals out, 
wltm tallish, considerate mature 
male who is not frightened to 
express themselves and enjoy 
life. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395727 

MICHELLE attractive 30's 
female, blonde, leggy and very 
much single, seeking quality 
company, hopefully more with 
nice romantic male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at 
heart, honest, caring, likes 
outdoors, cinema, theatre, meals 
out, seeks likeminded male/soul 
mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 357919 

ALICIA 19yr old green eyed 
female, very attractive, slim, long 
hair, independent, looking for fun 
with mature male, no time 
wasters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 390059 

JOY 36 petite medium build, 
blue eyes, loves romantic walks, 
meals in/out, WLTM male 30-45 
for meets. Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
386629 

SINGLE MEN 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT207 To : 65125. 
(T &C's below). 

57YR old male, good looking, 
seeking female for fun times and 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397463 

GARY 39, seeks female, 30-50 
for LTR and fun. Single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398747 0 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, 
GSOH, attractive, seeks lady for 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399091 0 

TAYLOR 50, tall, athletic, GSOH, 
WLTM female, attractive, curvy 
for friendship, maybe more, food, 
communication, evenings out, 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 399067 0 

STEVE 54, attractive, seeks 
older lady, 55-75 for mutual adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 3997551 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393766 0 

CLIVE 46, seeking hot chick for 
plenty of action. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392772 

BRIAN 60's, intelligent, many 
interests, loving, affectionate, 
WLTM West Mids lady for 
sharing occasional 

meetings/weekends. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

400115® 

52YR old single parent, 5ft 11 ins, 
slim, likes most things, walks, 
nights out, cinema, animals, 
seeks caring, honest, trustworthy 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400039 0 

ROY 62, tall, fit, loyal, N/S, 
looking for that special lady. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397637 | 

BRIAN 73, fit, N/S, own home, 
likes walks, cycling, meals out, 
nights in, holidays, travel, seeks 
genuine, caring female. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399667 

GUY early 60's, fit, N/S, OHAC, 
seeks slim female, 30-60 for fun, 
adult times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399567 

LOOKING for love. Telford male, 
46, shaved head, average build, 
likes walks, meals out, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397941 0 

STEVE 49, fed up, seeking 
female for fun and friendship, 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393218 0 


WEST Midlands single guy 60, 
strong, WLTM affectionate lady, 
your place or mine for 
uncommitted enjoyment. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396807 0 

BRIAN 60's, ordinary man, 
strong needs, seeks affectionate 
lady for close friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 396765 

INDIAN male, UK bom, seeks 
white English female, 35-45 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397509 

JAMES 56, 5ft 9ins, 
professional, OHAC, 

independent, no ties, seeking 
loving relationship with 
likeminded woman. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397473 0 

JOE 45, GSOH, attractive, 
medical professional, seeks 
female for daytime fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396671 0 

GOOD looking male, early 50's, 
6ft, farmer, outgoing, fun loving, 
seeking attractive fun loving 
female, 25-35 who enjoys travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393340 0 

63YR old male, fit, likes 
cooking/baking, tennis, seeks 
female, 37-50 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398825 0 

GENT mid 70's, seeks genuine 
lady, 65 plus for outings, holidays 
etc. leading to relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398575 0 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft lins, 
caring, romantic nature, seeks 
female, single mum welcome, 
25-55, any nationality/Foreign for 
nice times in and out. Genuine 
replies only. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398671 

DAVID slightly disabled, likes 
sports, meals out, nights in, 
seeks female for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393192 

MALE fun, outgoing, easy-going, 
seeking female for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393346 0 

55YR old male, likes sports, film, 
nights in, seeking female, 30-45 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398049 0 

GENT 54, slightly mad but not 
bad will make you glad you 
answered this ad. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 398231 0 

STEVEN 49, good looking, likes 
a laugh, pubs, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397985 0 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet 
or chat to other men, look no 
further. TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

GAY male, 34, slim, toned, 
seeking older guy for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

395735 0 

MALE 44, seeking male, 18-23 
for fun relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 391626 0 

Bl male, divorced, young, fit 50, 
own home/business, seeks 
male, 18-45 for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391849 0 

MALE 58, youthful, serene 
nature, understanding, loyal, 
honest, seeks similar mature 
female for everlasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 391833 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393208 0 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, 
blue eyes, blond hair, seeks slim 
male for fun relationship. Any 
area, can travel. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311892 6S 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded 
and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed 
msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs 
go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Strictly 18+ and have the bill payer,s permission. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus 
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A timely 
reminder 
that spirit 
still intact 

Albion 2 Norwich 1 

ALBION calmed their pre- 
Christmas nerves with a 
victory which ended a run of 
three Premier League 
defeats. 

Frank words were 
exchanged on the pitch and 
in the dressing room during 
and after a win that was 
secured when Romelu 
Lukaku’s brilliant 82nd- 
minute header completed a 
battling turnaround, writes 
Steve Madeley. 

Yet while boss Steve 
Clarke and his players 
accepted their performance 
in ending Norwich’s fine 
unbeaten run had been less 
than sparkling, they also 
knew that victory was all- 
important to silence sugges¬ 
tions that their early-season 
bubble had burst. 

And after the Baggies had 
found themselves 1-0 down 
to Robert Snodgrass’s fine 
free-kick and staring at a 
fifth successive winless 
match, the comeback that 
began with Zoltan Gera’s 
scrambled equaliser and 
ended with Lukaku’s win¬ 
ner was a timely reminder 
that their fighting spirit 
remains intact. 

Honest 

After four matches 
without a win and more than 
five hours without a goal, 
Clarke’s players knew the 
result of this match was infi¬ 
nitely more significant than 
the performance. 

In an honest post-match 
debrief, the Scot praised his 
players’ commitment and 
effort but challenged them 
to rediscover their poise and 
fluidity. 

There are, however, 
several reasons for Clarke to 
be cheerful, most notably 
the continued fine form of 
centre-backs Jonas Olsson 
and Gareth McAuley and the 
impressive emergence of 
Goran Popov at left-back. 

And the return of estab¬ 
lished No. 1 Ben Foster was 
a welcome sight despite an 
error that contributed to 
Snodgrass’s opener. 

Albion and Norwich 
traded half-chances before 
Peter Odemwingie fouled 
Snodgrass, who bent the 
resulting free-kick into the 
net off Foster’s hand. 

Albion got the break they 
needed two minutes before 
the break when keeper Mark 
Bunn could only palm an 
Olsson header against the 
woodwork and Gera 
bundled home the rebound 
for the equaliser. 

And on 82 minutes, 
Lukaku thundered home a 
magnificent header from a 
fine Popov cross. 


I" " " act! 6N~HEART5~‘ HEART RUN~ ENTRY FORM 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 

i Name. 

! Address. 


Estimated finish time. 

State whether runner or walker. 

Date of birth.Age on day. 

Club (if any).Sex (M/F). 

Telephone No. 

Email address. 

I declare that I am medically fit to run and understand that 
I take part entirely at my own risk. I declare that I am an 
amateur as defined by the UKA. I agree to abide by the 
current laws and rules of competition of the UKA. I will 
be 15 or over on the day of the event. 

Signed.Fee paid. 

(to be signed by parent/guardian if under 18) 

Date. 


Take heart for annual run 


BLACK COUNTRY keep-fit fans are 
preparing to run for their hearts. 

Action Heart’s annual five-mile run 
takes place this year on Sunday, Febru¬ 
ary 24. 

The 23rd Heart Run gets under way 
at 9.30am, starting and finishing at 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley. 

The event, supported by Dudley 
NHS Primary Care Trusts, is enjoyed 
by all types of people, from serious club 
runners to joggers and fun-runners. 

Many might not tackle the event but 
for the training schedule provided by 
the organisers, which will appear in 
the Chronicle. 

An application form is printed, left, 



or can be downloaded from 
www.actionheartrunning.com 

Send a cheque, payable to Action 
Heart, with entry form and SAE for 
race number to: Action Heart, 5 Baird 
House, Dudley Innovation Centre, 
Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, DY6 
7YA. 

Fee: £11 (registered running club 


members); £13 (non-club members). 
There is no entry on the day. 

If you have not exercised for some 
time or are out of condition, see your 
doctor and get approval. 

Training: Week One 

Monday: 10 minutes (alternate one 
min jog/one min walk). 

Tuesday: Rest. 

Wednesday: Five minutes (two min 
jog/one min walk/two min jog). 

Thursday: Rest. 

Friday: Seven minutes (three min 
jog/one min walk/three min jog). 

Saturday: Rest. 

Sunday: 10 minutes (jog/walk). 

Look out for week two next week. 


Own goal is a devil 
of a blow for Baggies 



Dejection for Albion’s Gareth McAuley after scoring an own goal Gabriel Tamas, right, tangles with Danny Welbeck 


Manchester Utd 2 Albion 0 


A YEAR of magical moments 
almost ended well for Albion at 
the ‘Theatre of Dreams’. 

Their travelling fans gloried in the 
second-half efforts of a patched-up Baggies 
team as Steve Clarke’s battlers handed the 
Premier League leaders a real scare as 2012 
drew to a close, writes Steve Madeley. 

Ultimately, a moment of misfortune for 
Gareth McAuley, with an own goal, and a 
flash of Robin van Persie brilliance ensured 
Manchester United kept their title charge 
on track with what would have looked, to 
those not present, like a routine victory. 

The subdued, nervous, 72,000 United 
fans, who barely made a squeak as their side 
edged home, knew their latest success had 
not come easily. 

Albion’s performance before half-time 
was a touch anti-climactic in the wake of 
back-to-back victories that had restored the 
soaring optimism generated by their early- 
season surge. 

Meekness 

But, as the footballing curtain came down 
on the year of a lifetime for Baggies support¬ 
ers, it was hardly a day for dwelling on the 
frustrating meekness of the first-half per¬ 
formance. It was a day for celebrating a fine 
second-half effort from an Albion side shorn 
of as many as seven potential starters. 

It was a day for exalting in a potential 
breakthrough display by 19-year-old George 
Thorne and a very solid turn by understudy 
centre-back Gabriel Tamas. 

Most of all, it was an occasion for Albion 
fans to reflect on a marvellous 12 months 
past and look ahead to a year in which - 
given the continuing struggles of their 
neighbours - they can realistically hope to 
see their club cement a place as West Mid¬ 
lands football’s leading lights. 

Despite a final scoreline that gave the 
impression of a workaday victory for 
United, there was still evidence of the huge 


strides made by Albion since 2012 began 
with a routine defeat at Tottenham. 

Despite a raft of changes that tested the 
Hawthorns squad to its limits for the middle 
fixture of a crowded festive programme, the 
Baggies underlined the increasing depth at 
the club by pushing United all the way until 
substitute Van Persie’s wonderful goal 
killed off all hope in the dying seconds of the 
game. 

Sir Alex Ferguson’s nervous prowl on the 
touchline for much of the first half was a 
clear sign that the Baggies had their hosts 
worried. 

At the heart of a spirited effort was 
Thorne, a talented teenager who finally 
announced his arrival on the first-team 
scene and will hope to capitalise on a solid 
Premier League foothold. 

Thorne had made his Premier League 
debut in the first game of 2012 and strug¬ 


gled to punch his weight at White Hart 
Lane. 

His influential display against the Red 
Devils hinted that he had matured signifi¬ 
cantly in the past 12 months, giving fans one 
more reason to be optimistic for 2013. 

That optimism was on show in the 
opening 10 minutes at Old Trafford as they 
started brightly and might have had a 
penalty when Shane Long went down under 
Chris Smalling’s clumsy challenge. 

But the positive start was undone when 
Graham Dorrans and Billy Jones failed to 
intercept a clever flick by Shinji Kagawa and 
Ashley Young’s cross from the left was 
turned into his own net at the near post by 
McAuley. 

United used their stroke of luck as a 
springboard but were denied by their former 
keeper, Ben Foster, brilliantly when he 
pushed a fierce shot from Ashley Young on 


to the crossbar. Tamas blocked crucially on 
the line from Michael Carrick and Foster’s 
mis-hit clearance ricocheted just wide off 
Danny Welbeck. 

But, after the interval, it was the Baggies 
who were the more likely scorers by the time 
Chris Brunt’s corner hit McAuley’s shoul¬ 
der and thudded off the bar midway through 
the second half, although the Northern 
Irishman was penalised for a shove. The 
Baggies then laid siege to the United goal in 
a late assault, but in the final minute Van 
Persie struck United’s second, cutting in 
from the right and bending a wicked left- 
footed shot into the top corner past a help¬ 
less Foster. 

The Dutchman’s emphatic strike extin¬ 
guished any hopes Albion had of some 
reward but it could not deter the noisy 
Baggies fans, whose ‘Pride of the Midlands’ 
chants continued without interruption. 


Albion can 
get more 
ambitious 
for 2013 

QPR1 Albion 2 

IT’S mission all-but accom¬ 
plished, with half the season 
left, writes Steve Madeley. 

The 40-point mantra that 
governed ambition for the 
first half of Steve Clarke’s 
debut campaign served well 
in the opening 19 games but 
the Baggies can aim higher. 

After ending their winter 
wobble with a tense win 
against Norwich days 
earlier, Clarke’s men fol¬ 
lowed it up with a first 
double of the season in an 
all-action Boxing Day 
contest at Loftus Road. 

They withstood a late 
barrage as new QPR boss 
Harry Redknapp could feel 
aggrieved at the result. 

Albion kitman Pat Frost 
filled out the teamsheet 
under instructions from a 
coach stranded on the M40. 

Shaun Wright-Phillips 
skipped between two 
defenders and crossed as 
Jamie Mackie stole a yard on 
Goran Popov. The Rangers 
wideman headed wide. 

Albion held their own in 
general play and went ahead 
on 29 minutes with Chris 
Brunt collecting Marc- 
Antoine Fortune’s square 
pass and letting fly from 30 
yards with a daisy-cutter to 
beat the diving Rob Green. 

Threatened 

Popov limped off with a 
hamstring pull and Gareth 
McAuley had to make a 
hurried, headed clearance- 
but, as half-time 
approached, Albion grew in 
confidence and were only 
threatened as Clint Hill 
headed off target. 

On the stroke of half-time 
a jinking run by James Mor¬ 
rison helped him set up 
Zoltan Gera, who bent a shot 
just wide. 

On 50 minutes Brunt’s 
umpteenth dangerous 
corner saw Jamie Mackie 
head into the air and, as 
Green was challenged by 
Fortune, the QPR keeper fell 
over the line. 

Furious home players 
screamed for a free-kick for 
Fortune’s challenge but ref 
Chris Foy awarded the goal. 

Lukaku had a chance 
after being played in by 
Mulumbu but Green partly 
redeemed himself by saving 
at the feet of the striker. 

With 22 minutes left 
Djibril Cisse nipped between 
Albion’s centre-backs to 
collect Stephane Mbia’s neat 
through-ball and score. 

Hill’s goalbound header 
was blocked on the line by 
Mulumbu before Liam 
Ridgewell escaped what 
looked a blatant penalty as 
he blocked with his arm. 



for the New Year 

Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


SUPPLYING TRADE & PUBLIC 

WITH 

• GRANITE • 

• MARBLE • 

• SLATE • 

• TRAVERTINE • 

• QUARTZ • 

FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
BARS & RESTAURANTS 


UK GRANITE.COM 

SOLUTIONS IN STONE 


m 







i. 


•v wr 


TEL: 0121 520 1155 

EMAIL: INFO@UKGRANITE.COM 
WWW.UKGRANITE.COM 
VISIT US AT 5 IMEX CENTRE DUDLEY PORT ROAD 
DUDLEY PORT DY4 7RQ 

MANUFACTURERS OF GRANITE WORKTOPS & SUPPLIERS 
OF NATURAL STONE FLOORING 
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Own goal woe 

Devil of a job for Albion 
up at Old Trafford 
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Take heart 

Week one of training 
for the annual run 
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Welborn 
is all set 
for that 
title shot 

ROWLEY REGIS boxer 
Jason Welborn is looking to 
make the big breakthrough 
in 2013, writes Craig 
Birch. 

A rise from obscurity to be 
Midlands champion has 
landed Welborn a shot at 
British champion Frankie 
Gavin next month. 

The hard-hitting welter¬ 
weight, aged 26, overpow¬ 
ered the likes of James Flinn 
and Scott Haywood to get 
himself noticed. 

Also at Walsall Town Hall 
on January 18 will be Martin 
Gethin in a dream scenario 
for the lightweight - a 
chance at the British and 
Commonwealth belts in his 
home town against Lon¬ 
doner Ben Murphy 

Welborn and Gethin will 
be the first Black Country 
fighters since Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Dean Harrison in 
March 2009 to box for a 
British title. 

That may have been dif¬ 
ferent as new British cham¬ 
pion Brian Rose agreed a 
voluntary defence against 
Coseley’s Jamie Ball, in 
March, but issues with Sky 
Sports and the British 
Boxing Board of Control saw 
an eliminator with Birming¬ 
ham’s Nasser A1 Harbi end 
in a technical draw. By 
October, Ball had retired. 

Cradley’s Chris Male got a 
shot at the English feather¬ 
weight title. A home fight at 
Dudley’s The Venue against 
Josh Warrington ended in a 
points defeat. 

Running in 
the family 

THE Powell family were to 
the fore in West Bromwich 
Harriers’ annual Boxing 
Day Handicap at Dartmouth 
Park. 

Council alterations saw 
the course changed from 3.3- 
miles to a 3.66. 

Winner on handicap was 
Archie Powell in 26min 
54sec, with son Richard 
second in 25.24 and daugh¬ 
ter Jenny clocking 31.45. 

The fastest run came from 
Girmal Dehl in 22.41. Other 
finishers were Ruth Black¬ 
wood third, John Buckby 
fifth, Jim Greenwood sixth, 
Dominic Ashton eighth, 
Dave Jones ninth and Chris 
Thompson 10th. 

Over Christmas, seven 
Harriers entered the Telford 
lOk-plus with James Jeffer¬ 
son and Steve Pitt in the 
elite group of runners. 
Olympian Andy Baddeley 
was the winner. Jefferson 
was 107th of more than 700 
with Pitt 147th. 


Fulham exploit Baggies' poor start to 2013 


ALBION made a surprisingly poor start to 
2013 with this home defeat to struggling 
Fulham. 

For reasons lost to the mysteries of team 
sport, the Baggies were everything they had 
not been during the previous calendar year 
which saw this team assemble 58 points 
from 40 Premier League games, writes 
Martin Swain. 

Lethargic, riddled with error and under¬ 
mined by self-doubt, they allowed a Fulham 
team with one win in 12 games to dominate 
them far too easily in the opening half. 

Briefly, they roused themselves to rattle 
Fulham after the break. But they were 


Albion 1 Fulham 2 


always running uphill. This is an Albion side 
which has the potential to win a KO compe¬ 
tition and the best of them all approaches 
with Saturday’s FA Cup opener at QPR. 

However, you can bet even a third-round 
tie against opponents seemingly bound for 
relegation will be squandered if Albion turn 
up in the strangely listless mood. 

Despite the best efforts of the New Year’s 
Eve revellers in Birmingham, who had kept 
Martin Jol’s players awake with the mid¬ 
night fireworks over the Hyatt hotel, Albion 
spent the opening half searching for some¬ 


thing to light their own touchpaper. It never 
emerged and Fulham, pushing and prod¬ 
ding the ball around Dimitar Berbatov’s 
mesmeric touch, eased their way into the 
game. For more than half an hour, it failed 
to produce a telling finish but in the 40th 
minute, they swept out of defence to release 
Ashkan Dejagah, who stepped inside Liam 
Ridgewell and set up Berbatov to finish past 
Ben Foster. In the second half not only did 
Albion strike an immediate equaliser 
through Romelu Lukaku after some splen¬ 
did work by Billy Jones, but arguably could 
have sewn up the match in the 10 minutes 
which followed. Lukaku might have done 


better than strike the outside of a post 
before Fulham survived a remarkable 
triple-decker. Once again Lukaku went 
charging clear, only for keeper David Stock- 
dale’s knee to block his shot; the rebound 
flew to Zoltan Gera who drove a follow-up 
effort on to the post and when that can¬ 
noned into his path, Chris Brunt saw Aaron 
Hughes stretch to head away his drive. 

Fulham were then rewarded for their 
stubborn resistance with a goal which had 
Albion’s afternoon written all over it - Jones 
and Gareth McAuley caught by Alexander 
Kacaniklic arriving between them before he 
spun away to beat Foster. 


CLARKE SETS SIGHTS 
OH CUP ADVEHTURE 


ALBION boss Steve Clarke has declared an 
FA Cup adventure as a major new year target 
after his side began 2013 with Premier 
League defeat to Fulham. 

The Scot set his sights on an extended FA Cup run as he 
urged his players to repay their fans for Tuesday’s giveaway 
against the Cottagers. 

Clarke pledged to field a strong side in Saturday’s third- 
round Cup tie at QPR - and called on Albion to make up for 
the defeat by claiming a shock win later in the campaign. 


“I said when I came here I 
would try to do well in the 
cup competitions and I see 
no reason to change that,” 
said Clarke. 

“I might have to rest one 
or two players just because 
that’s the stage of the season 
we’re at but, fingers crossed, 
we’ll get one or two of the 
injured players back. 

“I’m not 100 per cent sure 
that will happen but it would 
be good if they did just to 
lessen the workload on some 
of the boys who are playing 
all the time.” 

Consolidate 

The Baggies remain 
seventh in the Premier 
League despite beginning 
the new year with that 2-1 
home defeat to Fulham. 

And Clarke is setting his 
sights high for 2013. 

“To try and have a good 
cup run and consolidate and 
build on the first half of the 
season,” he said. “We’ve put 
ourselves in a good posi¬ 
tion.” 

Clarke confirmed Yous- 
souf Mulumbu will be avail¬ 
able at Loftus Road before 
flying to South Africa to link 
up with DR Congo for the 
Africa Cup of Nations. 

That could keep him out 
of Albion’s side for up to a 
month. Meanwhile, the 
Hawthorns head coach 
revealed that Scotland inter¬ 
national Graham Dorrans 


by Steve Madeley 


was fit for Tuesday’s game. 
Dorrans failed even to make 
the bench against the Cot¬ 
tagers despite starting the 2- 
0 defeat at Manchester 
United on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, defender Billy 
Jones urged Albion to stay 
positive as he admitted his 
error helped Fulham snatch 
victory at The Hawthorns. 

The Baggies full-back 
took responsibility for Alex¬ 
ander Kacaniklic’s winning 
strike in the 2-1 defeat, but 
insisted the Baggies should 
still be optimistic about 
their new year prospects. 

“We have to remain posi¬ 
tive because the position 
we’re in is a good one,” said 
Jones. “We just want to kick 
on from where we are. 

“We want to get to 40 
points and then see how far 
we can go.” 

The Baggies fought back 
from a poor first-half display 
and a 1-0 half-time deficit to 
equalise against Fulham 
and looked favourites for a 
winner when Kacaniklic 
struck. Jones said: “We had 
them by the throat and I 
thought we were going to go 
ahead. 

“But I’ve made a mistake. 
I presumed he (Kacaniklic) 
would mis-time his run and 
be offside, and he wasn’t.” 



Albion striker Romelu Lukaku, right, celebrates his fine goal against Fulham with team-mate Gabriel Tamas 


Drivers 
rev up for 
big night 

RALLY drivers are prepar¬ 
ing for their big awards 
night - and looking forward 
to this year’s events. 

The Heart of England 
rally championship awards 
night takes place at Hagley 
Golf Club, Stourbridge 
tomorrow. Plans are now 
being made for the official 
launch of the 2013 champi¬ 
onship, on January 26 at the 
Curborough sprint circuit 
near Lichfield. 

The calendar for 2013 has 
been finalised with organis¬ 
ers looking for an affordable 
but exciting on-road cham¬ 
pionship to include a round 
at Weston Park. There will 
be eight events with five 
scores to count. 

Schedule: March 17, AG BO 
Stages, Weston Park; April 13, Horiba 
D’lsis Stages, MIRA Nuneaton; May 
25, Red Dragon IT Stages, Down 
Ampney; June 21-22, Lovell Rally of 
the Midlands, Hinckley; August 17, 
Centenary Stages, Barkston Heath; 
September 29, Patriot Stages, Caer- 
went; October 26, Fat Albert Stages, 
Keevil; November 24, Carfax Stages, 
RAF Benson. 

Cards galore in 
a heated battle 

Halesowen 1 Chasetown 1 

HONOURS were equal in a 
keenly-contested Evo-Stik 
Division One South 
encounter which saw seven 
yellow cards. 

Tesfa Robinson struck a 
late equaliser for Chasetown 
after Ben Haseley’s 24th 
goal of the season had 
handed Halesowen a first- 
half lead. 

The Yeltz grabbed a 25th- 
minute lead when goal¬ 
keeper Dean Coleman’s long 
clearance turned defence 
into attack and found 
Haseley to squirt a low shot 
under Ryan Price, despite 
the attention of three 
defenders. 

Chasetown’s late pressure 
finally forced an 87 th- 
minute equaliser. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
January 3, 2013. 
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